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LETTER LIV. 

Feb. 1 6, 17— • 



HAD cleared at my benefit the laft feafon up- 
wards of eleven hundred pounds. This was owing 
to feveral caufes. I had for fome time been allowed 
to be fole didatrefs among the polite ranks in the ar- 
ticle of drefs. My judgment in this point was 
held in fo much eftimation, that the ladies would 
have been wretched who did not confult me rela- 
tive to their birth-day or fancy cloaths. ^ maf- 
querade had been given by the foreign Ambafladors, 
which was the moft fplendid entertainment of the 
kind ever feen in England. This afforded me and 
my drelTer, Mrs. Tinnoj (whom I had left behind me 
at Drury-lane when I removed from that Theatre) 
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fufficient emplo)Tncnt. Fancy was tortured to fix 
on different drefles for tlie crowds of ladies that ap- 
plied to us. Had I fuffered it, there would have been 
a hundred Eltrudas. Lady Kildare and Lady Gran* 
by were now added to my lift of patronefles. In re- 
turn for the affiftance I had given the numerous la- 
dies upon this occafion, they each of them made a 
point to employ'all their intereft to encreafe the emo- 
luments of my night. 

Dr. Francis having been promoted through my 
application to Mr. Foxy and his promotion much 
talked of, I was looked up to as a proper perfon 
through whom to feek for preferment. All the mi- 
litary gentlemen, therefore, feized this opportunity to 
court my favour ; and as the fureft way to do fo 
paid a handfome tribute to my theatrical merit. Lord 
Kildare^ Lord Granby^ Mr. Fox^ and Mr, Digby^ 
who was now returned from abroad, took four tickets 
at one hundred pounds each j and the three laft con- 
tinued their liberality to me till death. All thefe 
circumftances combined, account for the Urgenefs 
of the before-mentioned fum. 

I befides received prefents from Afia, Africa, and 
America, together with others the produce of our 
own climate. In fhort I was now in poflefSon of 
every thing that could excite the envy of the world. 
And yet amidft all this, even in the very zenith of 

my 



G. A. BELLA MY. 3 

my fplrndour, I was not happy. Like the celebni|ed 
Harlequin Carolin^ who wept under the mafque, 
while he excited peals of laughter from his admiring 
audience, my fmiles covered an uneafy mind. And 
many a time when I have been tiiought by my fur- 
roimding guefts to be as happy as affluence and the 
acquifidon of fame could make me, I have fecretly 
exclaimed : " Where art thou to be found, O hap- 
'* pinefs ! Thy only refidence can be with tho'c 
" blefled votaries to Heaven, who having never ex- 
" perienced the delufive pleafures and corroding 
^ cares of the world, fecure within the cloiftered 
" walls, the peaceful abode of innocence, know not 
" a wifh but to render themfelves acceptable to their 
« God." 

The conftant perturbation I underwent from thefc 
uneafy refle£tions, and the unceafmg fatigue I had 
gone through, had greatly impaired my health. It 
was therefore thought advifeable for me to go to Brif- 
tol for a few weeks, before the enfuing feafon com- 
menced. I was accompanied by the Widow Delany, 
who, as ufual, was generally with me, and who had 
married one of Mr. Calcraft\ clerks whofe name was 
Walker, When we reached Marlborough, as we 
drove into the yard of the caftle, Mr. Ryan ran out 
to receive me, and greeted me with the pleafing intel- 

B 2 lig^ence, 
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ligence, that my Daddy ^an was in the houfe ; ad- 
ding, that he would go and wake him. 

It being eight o'clock in the evening, I was appre* 
henfive, from his being in bed, that Mr. ^in was 
indifpofed. But I was informed by Mr. Beard^ who 
was likewife one of the company, that my worthy 
friend, having been detained longer in town, the laft 
time he vifited the metropolis, than he wiflied, 
through his engagements with his numerous ac- 
quaintance J he had made a refolution not to gd to 
London again. And as he did not choofe to be 
totally deprived of the fociety of a few of his par- 
ticular friends, he had requefted them to make a party, 
and meet him eyery fummer at Smith's, It was agreed 
that they Ihould remain here till they had drank fuch 
a quantity of wine. I cannot now recolleft how 
much that was j but when Mr. Beard mentioned it, 
I thought it was fufficient to ferve them for a year. 

Whilft I was receiving this information, by which 
time we had reached the garden, I heard his much- 
loved voice calling out to me, " I will come to you 
*' prefently !" Turning about, I perceived him at the 
window, with his night-cap on ; and before I could 
fuppofe he had pulled it off, he joined us. As he 
came along, he had ordered Smith to drefs every 
thing in the larder j and if he could procure any nice- 
tics in the town, to do fo. His orders were obeyed 

to 



G. A. B £ L L A M Y. 5 

to the very letter of the command ; and my journey 
being protnuSled by this unexpeftcd encounter, be- 
fore ten o'clock we fat down to dinnq-^ fix and twenty 
in company, to a table fur«ifhed like a Lord Mayor's 
feaft. 

Previous to our dining, I had the happinefs to en- 
joy an agre Jfcle teU^a-tete with this beft of men. In 
it, I acquainted him with every circumftance rela-* 
tive to myfelf, that bad pafied fince I faw him laft. 
And as I had the inexpreffible latisfadion to find that 
his friendfhip was unabated, and he ftill loved me 
with the fondnefs of a father, I received that confo^ 
lation. firom his adyice, which I always experienced 
from unbofoming myfelf to this moft difmtereftcd 
and fincereft of friends, At three o'clock I retired 
and ordered a poft chaife to purfue my journey ; leav- 
ing thofe chearful fons of Bacchus, I cannot fay to 
their neSlurnal orgies, for it was one of the fineift 
mornings I ever beheld, but to conclude their obla- 
tions to his divinityfliip*— Great geniufes will be 
excentric — Defying the common rules of common 
mortals, they will not admit of any reftraint from 
time ; but indulge the vivifying infpirations, tilt 
wearied nature, unable to keep pace with the intel- 
leftual powers, calls for, repofe.— This accounts for 
the not unfrequent irregularities, with regard to 
l^ours, of my friend ^/«. 

B 3 Upon 
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Upon my arrival at Briftol, I found a letter from 
my maid, wherein (he informed me that her mafter 
was laid up by ^ violent attack of the gout in his 
head j that my daughter iad taken the fmall pox ; 
and that my mother had indifcreetly fufFered the 
child to lie in her arms, as flie had before permitted 
my fon, George Metham^ to do, which had occa-' 
iioned fymptoms that Mr, A^air feemed to think 
dangerous. This obliged me to remeafure back the 
road I had juft come. My anxiety for my mother, 
whofe tendernefs for my child had induced her to run 
fuch a rifk of her health, flie not having had that 
cruel diforder, as already obferved, impelling me to 
ufe the utmoft expedition, I ordered two additional 
horfes to be put to the chaife, and wifhed for wings 
to haften my journey. 

When I again reached Marlborough, whi<ph was 
about two o'clock at noon, I found that Mr. ^in 
was not yet ftirring. But as I could not, either from 
my own feeling?, or Mr. Calcraffs^ whofe impa- 
tience I well knew, avoid making the moft expedi- 
tious return, I would not wait till he got up ; but 
infifting upon his not rifing, I chatted by his bed- 
fide till the carriage was announced to be ready. 

When my companion and myfelf were feated iri 
the chaife, in the courfe of converfation I found, 
that though we were both impatient to be in town, 

that 
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that impatience fprung from very difFerent motives. 
Whilft I was lamenting the caufe of my fudden re- 
call, Mrs. Walker was pleafing herfelf wiA agree- 
able expectations. Being always above difguife, I 
had made no fecret to her, as (he had fo long known 
every tranfaftion of my life, of my having a man of 
quality as a profefled admirer, who was both rich 
and generous. She from thence concluded, that as 
foon as Mr. Cakraft was dead, I might be induced 
to form a connexion with this nobleman, and there- 
by have it in my power to be more liberal to her than 
at prefent I could be. 

She was the more anxious for this event, as fhe 
imagined I fhould then enable her to retrieve a lofs 
fhe hadfuftained through her indifcretion. After her 
firft hufband, Mr. Delany^s death, fhe was unkind 
enough, though pofleffed of the ability, to refufe 
affiftance to his fifter, who was rather in diftrefied 
circumftances. Enraged at this, the fifler com- 
menced a fuit of law againft her ; and as her only 
furviving child was now dead, and there was no le- 
gitimate heir, fhe gained from her an eftate, which 
her hufband had left her for a maintenance. By 
thefe interefted views were my companion's thoughts 
agitated during our return, whilft mine were filled 
with anxiety. 

B 4 As 
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As I fliall have occafion to mention Walker and 
his lordlhip again in the courfc of my narrative, I 
fliall add nothing further relative to them here, but 
purfue my journey to London. 

Upoa my arrival in town, I had the happiftefs to 
find that the intelligence I had received of my mo^ 
ther's indifpofition was but a falfe alarm. . That Mr, 
Calcraft\ gout had only been occafioned by pota^ 
iioni ftrmg. And that my dear little girl, ^om 
Mr. Adair had attended with unremitted afBduity, 
wa& thought by him not to be in fo dangerous a 
ftate as was firft expefted. s 

There is nothing excites the tender paBlons fo 
much as indifpofition. To a fufceptible mind, a 
friend or relative labouring under difeafe and pain, 
is doubly endeared, by the affliftive vifitation. At 
leaft fuch have always been my fenfations. Which 
induced my dear departed friend, Mifs Ckwvcay^ to 
declare,, that I fliould make the beft * Beguine that 
ever attended an hofpital. No wonder then that anxi-* 
ety took entire pofieflion of my mind, when the angel 
of death feemed to threaten with his dart the little 
innocent, whofe happinefs my own was fo entwined 
with. Mr. Calcraft appeared to have no apprehcn-.* 

* An order of nuns, who by their rules arc obliged to 
attend the fick. 

fions 
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fions but for the lofs of beauty in his darling child, 
from the disfiguring difeafe. 

This, however, was the leaft of my care. To 
me, a want of attraction in her, feemed rather mote 
deflrable. Judging from fad experience, I lamented 
my own po^er to pleafe. For though a Jinfe of duty, 
enabled me to behave with the utmofi: propriety to- 
wards Mr. Calcraft*^ and an abfence of almoft 
eighteen months had obliterated all fe^iations of 
tendemeis for Mr. Metham\ it was with per- 
petual regret I refle<fted, that I had ever had any 
qualifications which could have been the means 
of my being forced into a connection with a man I 
never could love. 

Cupid has been reprefented by painters, in the at- 
titude of riding upon the mofl powerful of beafts, 
and guiding it according to his will. But it never 
entered into the imagination of thefe depicting fons 
of fcience, that Love himfelf was to be rendered fub- 
(crvient to any fway. — He rules with as high a hand 
as the moft defpotic fovereign. — And as it is not in 
the power of mortals to wiih/iand his fliafts, fo neither 
iis it to dire^ them. — The union of hearts is a prero- 
gative in which he will not bear the leafl controul.— 
1 muft therefore fland acquitted for not being able to 
beftow my*afFe<3:ion on a man, whofe mind the great 
Uniter of hearts had not fet in unifon with my own, 

B 5 Affeftion 
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AfFeAion might be counterfeited indeed ; and it<oo 
often is ; but the deception cannot laft long. Nor 
would i forfeit that fincerity I fo much value myfelf 
on, to reign the miftrefs of the world. 

May you, my dear, when your appointed hour 
comes (for an ^ appointed hour, they fay, there is 
for love as well as death), find, in the man you call 
your's, a foul congenial to your own ! And niay you 
never know, like me, what it is to beftow your hand 
where it cannot be accompanied with your heart ! 

G. A, B. 
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February 23, 17—. 



.Y favourite Sterne^ in his Sentimental Journey, 
when he fet out in order to wait upon the French 
minifter at Verfailles, and went to the count de 
5 — 's, exclaims, " I think there is a fatality 
" in it. — I feldo:n go to the place I fet out for," I 
have frequently made a fnnilar obfervation (and I 
think I have hinted fomething of it in a former let- 
ter), which is, that our beft laid plans are often cir- 
cumvented.— Thus, I fet off for Briftol, agreeably 
to the account I gave you in my laft, in order to en- 
joy a few weeks of relaxation from the cares and 

anxietl 
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inxieties 1 was conftantly a prey to. But I was not 
fuffered by the invifible agents who make all our 
! moves, to carry my defign into execution. I had no 
fooner reached the place of my deftination^ than from 
unforefeen accidents my recall had outftripped my- 
felf ; my expectations were totally fruftrated ; and I 
was obliged to return to accumulated vexations.— 
Such difappointments, I know, are ufually imputed 
to accident, and lightly thought of. But I canno" 
help confidering them as a part of the arrangement 
of the aforefaid fportive beings, who are either per- 
mitted to enjoy the perplexities which they themfelves 
occafion f o poor mortals ; or elfe, they are intended 
as trials of our patience and fubmiffion.— 'Proceed La 
your ftory, fay you — I obey. 

The next feafon, from an incidental circumftancc, 
was produflive of a confiderable addition to my in- 
come. Mr. Barry introduced upon ihc ftagc a 
young lady, who was unhappily partial tr> i/uu. 
Upon her being engaged, Mr. Rich rcquirftci in/j/^r' 
raiflipn for her to depute in Juliet ; which I rt:^l\\y 
granted. This lady, whofe name wa* NoJ/lUff \n 
addition to a genteel figure, had had z lil'irA ^^Ut - 
cation bellowed upon her by the late Ix/fd (Xohnon'U - 
hy^ as her mother attended his lordfliip in Ut^ *, ^^' 7 
of houfekeeper. 

B 6 /V//^ 
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when he fet out in order to wait upon the French 
minifter at VerfaillcF, and went to the count de 
5— 's, exclaims, " I think there is a fatality 
" in it. — I feldom go to the place I fet out for." I 
have frequently made a fimilar obfervation (and I 
think I have hinted fomething of it in a former let- 
ter), which is, that our beft laid plans are often cir- 
cumvented.— Thus, I fet ofF for Briftol, agreeably 
to the account I gave you in my laft, in order to en- 
joy a few weeks of relaxation from the cares and 
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anxieties 1 was conftantly a prey to. But I was not 
fufFered by the invifible agents who make all our 
moves, to carry my defign into execution. I had no 
fooner reached the place of my deftination, than from 
unforefeen accidents my recall had outftripped my- 
felf ; my expe£fations were totally ft uftrated ; and I 
was obliged to return to accumulated vexations.— 
Such difappointments, I know, are ufually imputed 
to accident, and lightly thought of. But I cannot 
help confidering them as a part of the arrangement 
of the aforefaid fportive beiijgs, who are either per- 
mitted to enjoy the perplexities which they themfelves 
occafion fo poor mortals ; or elfe, they are intended 
as trials of our patience and fubmiffion.— Proceed in 
your ftory, fay you — I obey. 

The next feafon, from an incidental circumftance, 
was produiftive of a confiderable addition to my in- 
come. Mr. Barry introduced upon the ftage a 
young lady, who was unhappily partial to him. 
Upon her being engaged, Mr. ^/VArequefted my''per- 
miflipn for her to depute in Juliet ; which I readily 
granted. This lady, whofe name was Nojptery in 
addition to a genteel figure, had had a liberal edu- 
cation beftowed upon her by the late Lord Cholmonde^ 
ley^ as her mother attended his lordfhip in the quality 
of houfekeeper. 

B 6 , JBarryy 



10 THE LIFE OF 

AfFeAion might be counterfeited indeed ; and it<oo 
often is ; but the deception cannot laft long. Nor 
would i forfeit that fincerity I fo much value myfelf 
on, to reign the miftrefs of the world. 

May you, my dear, when your appointed hour 
comes (for an /appointed hour, they fay, there is 
for love as well as death), find, in the man you call 
your's, a foul congenial to your own ! And niay you 
never know, like me, what it is to beftow your hand 
where it cannot be accompanied with your heart ! 

G. A. B. 



M 



LETTER LV. 

Febiniarv 23, 17--, 



,Y favourite Sterney in his Sentimental Journey^ 
when he fet oufc^ in order to wait upon the French 
minifter at Verfailles, and went to the count de 
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" in it. — I feldom go to the place I fet out for." I 
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think I have hinted fomething of it in a former let- 
ter), which is, that our beft laid plans are often cir- 
cumvented.— Thus, I fet off for Briftol, agreeably 
to the account I gave you in my laft, in order to en- 
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anxieties 1 was conftantly a prey to. But I was not 
fufFered by the invifible agents who make all our 
moves, to carry my defign into execution. I had no 
fooner reached the place of my deftination, than from 
unforefeen accidents my recall had outftripped my- 
felf ; my expeftations were totally fruftrated ; and I 
was obliged to return to accumulated vexations.— 
Such difappointments, I know, are ufually imputed 
to accident, and lightly thought of. But I cannot 
help confidering them as a part of the arrangement 
of the aforefaid fportive beiijgs, who are either per- 
mitted to enjoy the perplexities which they themfelves 
occafion fo poor mortals ; or elfe, they are intended 
as trials of our patience and fubmiffion.— Proceed in 
your ftory, fay you — I obey. 

The next feafon, from an incidental circumftance, 
Was produiftive of a confiderable addition to my in- 
come. Mr. Barry introduced upon the ftage a 
young lady, who was unhappily partial to him. 
Upon her being engaged, Mr. ^/VArequefted my'per- 
n^iffipn for her to depute in Juliet y which I readily 
granted. This lady, whofe name was NoJJitery in 
addition to a genteel figure, had had a liberal edu- 
cation beftowed upon her by the late Lord Cholmondc^ 
h^ as her mother attended his lordfhip in the quality 
of houfekeeper. 
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mlnifter at Verfailles, and went to the count de 
jB — 's, exclaim?, " I think there is a fatality 
" in it. — I feldo:n go to the place I fet out for," I 
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anxieties Iwas conftantly a prey to. But I was not 
fufFered by the invifible agents who make all our 
moves, to carry my defign into execution. I had no 
fooner reached the place of my deftination, than from 
unforefeen accidents my recall had outftripped my- 
felf ; my expeftations were totally ft uftrated ; and I 
was obliged to return to accumulated vexations.— 
Such difappointments, I know, are ufually imputed 
to accident, and lightly thought of. But I cannot 
help confidering them as a part of the arrangement 
of the aforefaid fportive beipgs, who are either per- 
mitted to enjoy the perplexities which they themfelves 
occafion fo poor mortals ; or elfe, they are intended 
as trials of our patience and fubmiffion.— Proceed in 
your ftory, fay you — I obey. 

The next feafon, from an incidental circumftance, 
was productive of a confiderable addition to my in- 
come. Mr. Barry introduced upon the ftage a 
young lady, who was unhappily partial to him. 
Upon her being engaged, Mr. Rich requefted my''per- 
miflipn for her to depute in Juliet y which I readily 
granted. This lady, whofe name was NoJ/iter, in 
addition to a genteel figure, had had a liberal edu- 
cation beftowed upon her by the late Lord Cholmonde- 
ley^ as her mother attended his lordfhip in the quality 
of houfekeeper. 

B 6 , Barryy 
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Barry^ who fpent his whole income in entertaining 
his countrymen, upon this occafion brought his Hi- . 
bernian phalanx to fupport the lady. He lifccwife 
fpoke an occafional prologue by way of introduftion 
to her. In this there was introduced a line containing 
the words, and }uji her age. Mrs. Qbber having 
planted herfelf in the front row of the balcony, fo 
injudicious a ftep attrafted the notice of Barry ; and 
when he came to that fentence, he fpoke it fo point- 
edly, that it could not fail of hitting the lady over 
him ; who, though now advanced into the vale of 
years, ftill continued to perform the youthful cha- 
rafter of Juliet. The audience likewife felt the juf- 

tice of their application. And as they always kindly 

* - 

intereft themfelves in the fuccefs of a new performer, 
fhe wed their difapprbbation of Mrs. Ci'^Zvr's impru- 
dence, by beftowing a profufion of applaufe 'on the 
new JuUeU 

I had caufed it to be ftipul Jted in my articles, that 
1 was to have a larger falary than any other female 
performer at that theatre. Mrs. 'Woffington was pre- 
vented by indifpofition from appearing this winter. 
And confequently, as Mr. -B^/ry infifted upon hav- 
ing five hundred pounds for his pupil, my falary was 
raifed to five hundred guineas. But what was of 
much more confequence to me, it procured me a 
confiderable relaxation from the duties of the ftage, 

and 
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and gave me more time to attend to ferious avoca- 
tions ; particularly to the ftudy of natural j^lofophy, 
vibich I had commenced, upon having the happinefs 
of being introduced to Lady Anfon, 

As the concerns of my brother, Lieutenant 
O'Haray procured ,me the honouj of an introduc- 
tion to that lady, I will beg leave, as I have not men- 
tioned his name a long while, to devote a few pages 
to him. The (hip to which he belonged being fta- 
ttoned at Gibraltar, of which place Lord Tyrawky 
was then Governor, he frequently went afhore, and 
was treated with the refpe<S^ due to his affinity to the 
commander of the fortrefs. But his humour one even- 
ing overcoming his reafon and duty, he juftly incur- 
red his fether's difpleafure. The old veteran having 
been wounded in almoft every part of his l)pdy, dur- 
ing the different engagements wherein he had 
bravely fought, a lamenefe had enfued. As he was 
walking up the ball-room, at one of their aflemblies, 
hisfon, forgetting ^he honourable caufeofhis Lord- 
(hip's limping, hopped after him to excite a laugh 
from the company; which being obferved by, or 
told to his Lordfhip, who gloried in his wouiids, he 
never would forgive a fon that bad endeavouredr 
to ridicule thofe teftimonies of his valour. 

Not long after, the fliip being ordered upon fome 
immediate fervice, and the Captain happening to be 

on 
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on fliore ill, my brother, as firft Lieutenant, took " 
the command. During the cruize he fell in with a 
fhip of much fuperior force, which he bravely fought, ' 
notwithftanding the manifeft difadvantage ; and hav- 
ing difmafted his adverfary, brought his own fhip 
off with great (kill. By an aftion fo brilliant he ac- 
quired great honour; and the affair was much' 
talked of. The Captain in a ftiort time dying, my 
brother made no doubt but he fhould be nominated ' 
Commander of a veffel which had been faved by his 
bravery. But he was difp.ppointed in his expedla- 
tions. T-rord Tyrawley not being able to forgive 
the infult he had received from him, he had, with 
too much rigour, applied to the Admiral upon the 
occafion, and requefted that his fon might not be 
promoted to the command. 

My brother was no fooner informed by -the Ad- 
miral of his Lordfliip's application, tlian he was in- 
cenfed greatly both at his father's ft verity, and the 
Admiral's too eafy compliance with fo unjuft a re- 
queft. And in the firft tranfports of his rage, he 
inclofed his commiffion to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, defiring they would • offer it up, with their 
next facrifice, to the Goddefs Qoacina. It was ex- 
pefted that my brother would have been called to 
a court martial for this indignity. But their Lord- 
fliips taking into confideration the provocation he 

had 
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had received, and attributing his rudenefs to diem 
to the unkind treatment of Lord Tyrawlcy and the 
Admiral, diey only entered into an official refolution 
that he fhould never be employed in the fervice.more. 
It was a long while before I could get him*reinftated, 
though I exerted all my intereft for the purpofe ; and 
it impeded his being made a poft captain for }'ears. 

In the profecution of my brother's reinftatement, 
I applied to the late honourable Mr. yiorke^ who was 
one of the moft zealous of my theatrical admirers. 
I requefted of him that he would intereft himfelf with 
his fifter Lady Anjon^ in behalf of my relation ; upon 
"wdiich he told me, he would introduce me to her la- 
dyfliip, that I might plead for him myfelf. He .ac- 
cordingly did me the honour 5 which procured me 
the happinefs of being acquainted with that lady. 

As the bad ftate of health her ladyfhip laboured 
undej* confined her much at home, and Ihe had a 
tafte for literature, fhe applied herfelf to ftudy, and 
became an adept in moft of the fciences. When 
r took my leave of her ladyftiip after my firft irir 
trodudlion, fhe requefted that I would call upon her 
often. And as we generally adopt the refearches 
of thofe we admire, I rcfolved to ftudy philofophy j 
and endeavour, if I could not arrive at the honour of 
being the firft, \to be the fccond female Newton. 
For this purpofe I vifited the obfervatory at Flam- 

ftcad- 
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ftead-houfe ; conftantly attended -M/r^/VsiLefiures ; 
and foon became acquainted with the Ram, the 
Bull, the Lion, the Scorpion, and all the coi^el- 
lations. Having acquired a knowledge of Aftrono- 
my, I do not know whether I fliould not have be- 
come an adept in every branch of natural philofophy, 
had not my humanity ftood in the way. For upon 
feeing a cat tortured in an air-pump, of which, though 
an animal I have the greateft diflike to^ I could not 
bear to behold the convulfive ftruggles ; I left the 
•purfuit of philofophy, and turned my thoughts to 
politics. 

. When I entered upon this fcience, I determined to 
become, if poflible, another Maintenon, Though I 
couW never admire that lady's fentiments in private 
life, I readily allovi^d that fhe pofleifed great talents 
m the cabinet. I now ftudioufly fought to acquire 
a knowlege of the law of nations. I read.G/*^- 
tius^ Puffendorf\ and all the great writers upon 
that fubje£l; and paid as much attention to the 
ftudy, as if I had been about to be appointed Am- 
baffadrefs to the . firft court in Europe^ What 
greatly accelerated my prc^ciency in this branch 
of fcience, was my having had the pleafure of meeting 
Lady Rochford at HoUand-houfe. 

I need not inform you that this Lady was one of 
the firft wits of her time', and from having been bred 

2 in 
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in a court, one of the moft polifhed of women. 
Her extenfive knowledge enabled her to render 
herfelf of great fervice to Lord Rochford during 
his embaflies to moft of the principal courts of 
Europe. Though (he was thus elevated by her 
ftation and great abilities, (he had the good fenfe 
to be above forms j (he made her own etiquette. 
As I did not accept her invitation fo foon as her 
ladyfhip expe<Sbd, (he came to vifit n^e. This 
circumftance not only highly flattered me, but pro^i 
cured me the pleafure of her converfation, which I 
fcarcely knew equalled by any of her fex.— The 
boafted fupcriority of the men over our fex in the 
endowments of the mind, is a mere common-placf 
vaunt.— How n^y ladies could I point out, from my 
acquaintance with the great world, vAiok mental 
^ccomplijQiments are incontrovertible proofs of the 
fellacy of this much-talked-of opinion ! Among 
thefe, the lady I have juft mentioned was a brilliant 
inftance. 

This feafon I appeared but feldom, as Barry 
revived feveral old plays, and procured a new one, in 
order to (hew Mifs Nojfiter to advantage. He was 
obliged to adopt fuch a meafure, the pofleffion of cha- 
mbers being, as I have already obferved, efteemed 
at this time the property of the performer. And 
it was an invariable rule at the theatre, not to 

make 
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make the fmalleft encroachment ona cuftom fo long 
eftablifhed. The new piece he had procured was at 
length announced. The name of its author, I think, 
was MSNamara. I am not altogether certain as to 
the title of this tragedy of tragedies, but I believe it 
was chriftened " Philoclea." 

The firft night of its being performed, I went to 
Mr. Rich\^ with an intent to accompany fome of his 
family into the houfe to fee it. By fome incident or 
other we were prevented from carrying my defigii 
into execution. About eight o'clock, we were greatly 
furprifed to hear the moft violent fhouts, and loudeft 
peals of laughter, that can be conceived, iffue from 
the theatre. Our curiofity being now excited, we 
all haftened in, to know what coijd occafion fuch 
unufual marks of diftinftion to zferious piece. We 
found the heroine of it, and another female upon 
the ftage ; and were informed, that they were the 
eighth or ninth characters, which had made their exit 
to be decapitated, and returned immediately with 
their heads on. This gave the piece, at leaft, the 
charms of novelty ; and (hewed, that the author had 
adopted Bays^s mode, to elevate and furprize : It 
could notj however, fecure it from being damned. 

Among other plays, Barry revived " Bufiris." 
Bat it was attended with no better fuccefe than that 
of his countryman. And the proprietor, loaded 

with 
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with fuch an additional expence, found this to be 
the leaft profitable feafon of any within my memory. 
During the prefent winter. I obtained another pa- 
tronefs, in the young Lady EJfex. This lady, who 
was jufl married to the Earl, was the daughter of 
the celebrated wit, Sir Charles Hanbury TViUiams, 
Her partiality for me exceeded all belief. So extra- 
ordinary a prejudice in my favour can only be 
accounted for, by her^mother's having never per- 
mitted her to go into public till her nuptials topk 
place. It was a firft impreflion ; and thofe are ge- 
nerally lafting. To this amiable young lady I in- 
troduced Madam Montete, of whom I have already 
made mention. An honour which fhe repaid with 

the lofs of her life. - , 

G.A. B- 
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LETTER LVI. 

March i, 17— -• 



S you put a flop, or at leaft my imagina- 
tion reprefented you as putting a ftop to my reflec- 
tions at the beginning of my laft letter, I fhall in 
this enter at once upon my narrative. Only premi- 
fing, that you mti/i indulge me in them now and 
then. The obfervations I am frequently led to inter- 

fperfc 
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.fperfo through my " Apology," are fuch as naturally 
arifc from the incidents : and they afford a needful 
relief, — Hold pen ! — Shall I not myfelf be guilty of 
as great -an Hiberniacifm as the author of " Philo- 
clea," if I make the introduftory part of this lettei; 
a long one, at the very time I am afferting that I will 
proceed without any introdywSion at all ? — I fear I 
(hall. — But how to remedy it I know not; unlefs I 
cither add to my blunder by adding a long firing of 
apdogies, or tear to pieces what I have already writ-* 
ten,— The former would probably put your patience 
to too fevere atrial i and Ae latter I am loth to do, 
left I (hould rob you erf" a fmile which this Httle exr* 
curilon of my pen perhaps may excite. — »I will thcre- 
' fore let it ftand as it is, and proceed. 

My benefits were increafing every year. And 
I was now fo accuftomed to receive the tribute of the 
public, that I accepted their prefents with as much 
eafy indifference as the Princefs in DryderC^ Indian 
^cen does her lover's laurel. Fafhion had for 
fome time made me her ftandard. But now I reajied 
more folid pleafure, and more laftihg praife, from 
having my company courted by a * Doddingtanj 
a t Lyttkton^ a % Williams^ and a Mallei. To thefc 

* George Bubb "Doddington, afterwards LordMelcombe, 

t Lord Lyttleton. 

J Sir Cljarles Hanbury Williams. 

I might 
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I might add the modern Arj/iophanes, and all the wits 
of the age. And what was ftill more flattering to 
my prid^, females of the firft rank, and thofe ex^ 
emplary patterns ofreSikude^ admitted me to taeir inti- 
macy. A Powerfcourt^ a Dillon^ and a Tyrmvky^ ho- 
noured me with their friendlhip. I vifited occafi- 
onally thofe ladies, and, though I was not in a fitu- 
ation of life, even if I had been married, to hope 
for a return, they always returned my vifits, and ac- 
cepted my invitations. As did alfo the Countefs of 
Rochford^ with whom I was lately become acquainted. ' 
Judging by thefe fortunate circumftances, for 
which I was more indebted to chance than to real 
merit, the world fuppofed me to poflefs as many 
mental (qualifications, as the fuperficial ones fafhion 
had given me credit for. I v^s too indolent to 
convince them of the contrary. I fuffered them to 
remain in the error. They, however, took it for 
granted. And though I might not be efleemed by 
my acquaintance ^firji rate wit, I was termed ex^ 
tremely clever. This opinion palled current. And 
at that time I was too much beloved to have it con- 
tradifted.— Thus does our confequence in the opi- 
nion of the world generally depend upon circum- 
ftances. Whilft fortune fmiles, we ftand high in 
their eftimation ; our moft trivial accomplifhments 
are magnified into perfeftions j and every word we 

utter 
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Utter abounds with good fenfe. — Yet let but a cloud 
appear to darken our profpefts, and thofe who before 
were charmed with what bordered on folly, now 
become infenfible to our moft refined wit. 

Mr. Fox continued at the head of the fame depart- 
ment, with univerfal approbation. He not only ex- 
ecuted his high office with fatisfaition to himfelf, but 
to thofe who were dependent on him or had concerns 
with him. To thofe who came to tranfafl: bufmefs, 
or to folicit fuch favours as he could with propriety 
beftow, he gave a ready admiflion, and fent them 
away pleafed with their reception. But thofe who 
applied merely to court the funfhine of his favour, 
met with an unreferved refufal. He did not, as is 
too often the cafe, buoy up their hopes with promifes 
he never intended to fulfil ; on the contrary, he put 
a ftop at once to further applications. And thereby 
prevented his leVee from being crouded with vain 
expeflants, to their great inconvenience and lofs of 
time. 

Mr. Calcrafi*s agencies increafed daily. And my 
company and bufinefs kept pace with that increafe. 
I was fo much interefted in promoting his emo- 
luments, that I did it at the hazard of my life. 
Hearing one night, at a late hour, of a promotion 
that was about to take place, I arofe from my 
bed, to which I was confined by illnefs, dreffed, 
and went to a mafked ball, at the Hay-market, 

where 
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where I heard the two gentlemen I wanted to apply 
to were, on purpofe to remind them of their pro- 
mifes* Thele were Colonel Lafcelles^ and General 
HoneywQod, They recollected having given me a 
promife, and I fucceeded in my application. But 
the fatigue I went through to do this occafioned my 
being confined to my bed for a fortnight. 

The increafe of bufinefs Mr. Calcraft now ex- 
perienced, rendered it neceflary, from the additional 
clerks and fervants which were become needful, to 
take a much larger houfe than that we were in at pre- 
fent. As one which was both roomy and elegant was 
requifite, and likewife that it (hould be fituated 
contiguous to the public offices, the fummer was al- 
lowed for the acquifition of fuch a one. As for my 
own part, I was determined to have no concern 
in the tranfaftion. Finding myfelf near twelve hun- 
dred pounds in debt, I declared I would no longer be 
the oftenfible houfekeeper. And in order to avoid 
being fo, I refolved on a tour to the Continent, in- 
ftead of a journey to Briftol, as I at firft had propofed. 
My next inducement in fixing on the former, was 
to fee my much-eftecmed friend Mifs Meredith^ 
who had to appearance almoft come to the laft 
ftage of her journey through life. Another motive 
was, that I wifhed to thank in perfon Madam Bril- 
liant for the civilities I had received from her, 

Mr 
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My gentleman, who by this time imagined that 
I had relaxed from my infenfibility, and had con- 
trafted fome regard for him, no fooner thought he 
perceived this, than from the natural ficklenefs of his 
fex, he became indifferent himfelf. As an indifputa- 
ble proof, he avowed a partiality for a lady of eafy 
virtue, ycleped Lucy Cooper, In confequence of this, 
he encouraged my refolution of going to France ; and 
we parted equally well pleafed. — Is it not ftrange that 
there fliould be this unaccountable propenfity in man? 
What they ftrive to obtain by vows, by bribes, or 
the moft abjefl: fubmifEon ; and purchafe by whole 
years of afliduity j is no fooner fecured, than it lofes 
its value. " By keeping men off," as Mrs. Peachum 
tells her daughter, " We do indeed keep them on.'* 
—Had any one told Calcraft, when he made ufe of the 
arts he did to gain poffeflion of me, that the very ap- 
pearance of the regard he then fo earneftly fought, 
would prove deftru<Stive of his love, his anfwer 
would have been, " It is impoffible.*' 

My firft vifit when I arrived at Boulogne, was to 
the convent of the UrfulineSy where I had fpent fama- 
ny happy years in the early part of my life, and from 
whofe peaceful walls I had often regretted my remo- 
val. I was here a welcome gueft. Having from 
the time of my leaving France kept up a corref- 
pondence with the ladies, notwithftanding fo many 
^ ' years, 
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years had fince elapfed, I was not totally forgotten 
by them, as otherwifc might have been e^qpeded. I 
continued with them four days, which I pafled in 
fweet converfe with the holy fifters, and in the plea- 
ling duties of that religion, the firft rudiments of 
which had been there inftilled into my mind* 

From thence I proceeded diredly to Paris. Had 

I not been accuftomed to attention, my fituation here 

would have been troublefome, ^ There is fo much 

fadefe in the adulation you receivt from the French, 

that it fickens inftead of pleafes; I was introduced 

to the Du MeniL The Clair on znd Lejusn were in 

confinement for having refufed to play upon fome 

particular occafion. When I received this informa* 

tion, I congratulated myfelf on being a native of 

Britain i where the laws would have protected me 

from an arbitrary imprifonment. For I certainly 

fliould not have fubmitted with paifive obedience to 

fuch an injun<9ion. 

I had a very preffing invitation to go to Foltahn^ 
elegant retirement at Ferney, where the Marquis dc 
Vernieul was then upon a vifit ; and I was very much 
mortififed that the limitation of my time prevented 
me from enjoying a happinefs I had long languifhed 
for : I wrote the reafon of my not being able at that 
time to accept the honour intended me ; but pro- 
mifed that I would with the utmoft pleafure, make it 
my buftnefi the following fummer. I marked the day of 

C my 
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m^'mteiKlttd return from the foudi, where' the chief 
purpoSt of my tour called me y which would-be about 
tiie fame timt) I learnt, that ^e Marquis was to be 
iaPariSk 

Uponimy arrival at Tbouloufe, which hadbeen the 
refidence of my. fair friends the Mifs Aleredlths^ I 
Hound that, the: ridefl^ who to all appearance was in 
good health when fhe left England^, had breathed her 
Ikflv fome few da}^ oefore I reached the place. I was 
apprefaenfive that the melancholy event would have 
proved iital to h^r fitter, who had been fo long- ill, 
aiid on whofe account they llad come to France. 
But, contrary to^aJl expe(3:ati<»i, in a fortnight after 
her lifter's deceafe, fihe was fo well recovered as to be 
able to rieturn with me to Paris j where the gaiety of 
that lively city^ which her indifpofition had prevented 
her from, eigoying as (he pafled through it in het 
way to Thotiloufe, difpeljed her grief, and quite re- 
eftabliflied her health* The never-feiling fpirits of 
the Marquis de .Vernleul who was returned from 
Foltaire% together with our trips to the environs^ 
and xhQ petit foup^rs we were inceflandy partaking of, 
made the three weeks which we continued in Parity 
fly with the nimble pinions of a dove. So mi4ch for 
myexcurfion to France; which not only afforded 
me a temporary (Ufpeniion of my cares^. hut Mr* 
Calcraft timA toeng^ a houfe* 
Ut)on my return to Englandy.I was letdown at 

our 
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our hokt in Parliameiit-ftreet ; for fo ft realiy V9^{A 
comparifott W the houfe itt ft^ei^nsr-ftreet. I iw« 
very happy to find things co;»l«^ i6 f^^ i«* ck>rtfe-i 
quence of whkA m^ Hi^ 1iB*a» to Mum~ td her fet*-^ 

mer /kiKrtion, and be termed my woman, Mrs. Clifford. 
Mr. Calcrafih2iA now fourteen or fifteen clerks, which 
made the whole of our fervants to amount to upwards 
of thirty. He had ehgaged a rndflr reputable maitre 
d'hote! named ^ince^ who had lived with Mr. PeU 
hamtlX his death. Having made fo confide rablie an 
addition to our ftyle of living, Mr. Gz/rr^ agreed to 
allow two thoiifittid five hiuidred pounds a year fbf 
the table; which vnth the produce of the faml, pre- 
fents, &c. was fblly fufficient to maintain, in thi^ 
point, the magnificence we vi^ere entered irttb. For 
though the quantity of the provifions was thus 
increafed, the quality was by no means the fame. 

From this^ expensive arrangement, I did not enter-^ 
tain the leaft doubt ,but that Mr. Calcrafl would 
readily difcharge fuch a triflfe as twelve hundred 
pounds ; v^rhich vras the amount of the debts I had' 
contrafted for the houfe expences, as already obferv- 
ed. • The extra ones, which t had incurred by pur- 
chafes, during my excurfion to France, my friend 
' Mife -^nritf/?7 had enabled me to pay. Upon their 
fetting out for the continent, their batiker, Sir Jofeph 
Hankey^ had given them an unlimited credit oh a 
houfe atThouloufe; ^nd the fitter tiiat died having left 

C2 the 
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ihefitrvtving one the whole of her fortune, the com* 
panion of my return w^ miftrefs of more than 
twenty thoufand pounds. The fum I borrowed of 
this lady amounted to fix hundred pounds^ 



w, 



LETTER LVll. 

March 9, 1 7 — . 



HEN the winter campaign at the theatre 
commenced, I found that Barry was gone to Ireland in 
difguft J this had arifen from Mr. Rich's not think- 
ing proper to comply with the exorbitant demands 
he made relative to the engagement of Mifs NoJ/ken 
Mr. Sheridan was engaged for fome nights. I was 
not upon the beft terms with that gentleman, for 
more reafons than one. In the firft place I could 
not forgive his making me pay for the orders I had 
ifilied during my being with him in Ireland ; and in 
the next, from a ktter he had wrote me, ii\ which he 
offered me a pecuniary reward, if I would recommend 
a friend of his to Mr. Calcraft^ as an Irifli agent. I 
was fo difpleafed at this affronting mode of applica- 
tion, that, although I had heard of the gentleman's 
worth and could have wiflied to have ferved him, I 
returned no anfwer to Mr. SheridarC% letter ; in order 
to ihew, that I was fenfible of the affront. I have 

2 always 
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always been very particular in refufing every apjrfica- 
tion that has been attended tvrith the offer of a douceur^ 
And if a laudable delicacy in points of this kind was 
more general, places would not fo often be filled by 
the ignorant and unworthy, to the exclufion of 
merit. 

Having very little profpeft of employment at the 
theatre, I requefted Mr* Rich to give me up my 
articles; in which, befldes the ftipulation for my 
falary, there was an agreement that I Ihould have my' 
choice of parts in all plays which might be acEled at 
Aat hoiife; but this he would not confent to do. 
A gentleman of the name of Sparkf^ was engaged 
by Mr. Rich this feaibn ; he had great merit in his 
Kne of afting ; but his chief excellence lay in the 
infinite humour he was mafter of when in company, 
which made his fociety greatly courted by all his 
acquaintance. 

Early in die feafon a rchearfel of " The Difireflc* 
Mother'* was called. Being radier later than ufual 
in my attendance, for I always made a point to be 
one of-the firft, to my great furprife, I found Mrs# 
Woffington repeating the part of Andromache. Upon 
my expreffing my dt&pprobation, that lady, walking 
up to me, told me, Aat as my youth and elegance 
better fiuted the charafter of Hermione, and that I 
might alfo enjoy the happinefs (he knew I fliould 
have in ihewing my new Parifian finery, flie had been 
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ifiBdvitjed 4e -take the -part of the Queen. Without 
^i^-ning to T&tutiA ^B anfwer to my ixiTultiag rival^ 
I inaftiedjate^iy fc^t for Mr. RicAj and told him wliat 
vas agoing for»^i(d. The manager, withoutvany 
hQri|ai^<]^ mnftated jme in my cbara£ler ; and Mrs. 
fVoffington was obliged, againft her will, to appear in 
Hernitione, and 4:1^ her very great mortification, in a 
4r:efs that was /lot oy^ dean. 

• ^^ OedifHis" wasfoon after ireriv^. And inoi^r 
to Aiew the herp j^id her^ii^ of the piece ^o j;he 
^^tfifft advafltege, Mrs. fV<^j0my wpoa »ccpunt of 
her %iir^ w<^ chofen to i^prefent the latter^ ,^^ I. 
waf ^ ^pear iii .the ^hfx^Jdf^ of a jmv^ •prmcpTs. 
I;4id ;^ Riit M^'tb^ irft jnighft lOf tt^ repcefent^tiw^ 
orttGQpifi by Ay^hmeior «f ^ p^ace,^ hymy ^jgUt 
at feeU^ ihe ghoft t^ l4¥my i;^otvKi]|hftandii[ig I biid 
l)een ^ jUng tiiM t^ <ji^ As^e, avid,«dl i^|ei\g.n^ 
terrors, I fainted away, and was carried ojf ^^9 a A^Mte 
of ini^^igefiiHlity. Wjnen I roco^^pcd jny ior^s, I v^as 
InlQ^m^ud, that t^ 4idience,4is ip^cdi terrj^ed as 4Dy« 
fisli^ Jiad j^fiti^d, and ^eft Oedipus and Jocafta tp 
crofric ^<qi»e dfioti^ifM^ in a4iimaJ^V^^ ^1^^^ 

^^ Fhxdrar .and {Jipp^)^t]u$," in wjhich I was bo- 
n^ur^^ ^th i}a^ j^ost oi ^o^er irjoc^, was sjib g^t 
up. .Qf ithi^ f l\aria<9ber^ fas^m tjie .piece's j^kig (9. 
fhoi>t4iv«d, I recoUeia as little ^ I do diat pf Hi^-. 
pplytuF^ which I have bec^ trying to calLto m^nipry, 
but mthout f(ucc6&. The iUnefs, which proceeded 

from 
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from the frigbtjuft mentioned, hfted a confidcrabk 
trme, and jM^vcnted^ n^ piajHRg miK^h, fill the bene^ 
fits, when I was ftilly enapl^yad. 

After I had received the emoluments of my cma 
benefit, I jiropofed %6 fettle all my bHk } and for this 
piirpcde I fhewed Mr. Cakraft thofe which had been 
kft unpaid art t^e time we qdltted Brewer-fiareet ; 
thefe, by ifhetr accumuiation between the period of 
their %eiftg delivered in, and our removal from thence. 
Were now encreafed te upwards of durteen hundred 
pomids; having ddfibei ately looked over th^sm, and 
feen ^Akei^ sasooAt^ be plaifdy tdd me, ^diat he codd 
iMt pay 'diem ; lie 4aid, ^Mt jiis eKpe^oes were very 
great ; aiidras my income vn^-fe (ioiifideraA>le, it \llt» 
more tlum MkAtwi^ wA-mcoimHy^ to fiipport £9 fmaU^ 
aimmily^ «irtAthefemrlMmd<t>ed a year lie liad aSowed 
towafds4tr He iftdn alked tmt M4iat i Jiad doife iviiK^ 
t1^ (ffioufiMd fwmk 4n bank notes, tiiait I iiad ileoi^ 
od at '^ time of my quarpel with Mr. AUtbam^ xJb 
whi<A he now aipknowkdgdd hmi£i^ the donoc, mi 
wbU as ^ the *% for my Tui*ridge borfes* Iims^ 
^iHEiader-ftruck at tb«« dire<S rei&£d of his paying 
^fe debts, for i not only Mattered myldf tkutho 
would liave difehsrg^ them, but the 'ia, himcfeed 
pounds I had borrowed of Mi^is Mersi&th. 

As foon as I could recover fr^m my confufion, h 
tfc^ up to leave the room ; but he prevented me 
fr^m going, fearing I ihould quit the honfe : iCkls i 
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certainly fliould have done, as I defpifed him for his 
meannefs. I muft here ftq;> to remark, that even in 
die midft of my chagrin at Mr. Calcrafi*s behavioutv 
I received great pleafure from the information, that 
I was not indebted to the nobleman I fufpefted for^ 
the thoufand pounds ; efpecially as his Lor4ihip had 
feemed to confider himfelf at liberty to folicit my 
favour ever fin£Je my difunion with Mr. Metham. 

Mr. Cakrdft having detained me, he concluded, 
with faying, that if I would once convince him that ' 
I knew the value of money, he would give me 2k 
thoufand pounds for every hundred I then required* 
Tired with this pecuniary converfa^tion, which always 
wai the moft unpleafing to me of any, and now 
holding him in fovereign contempt, I replied, that I 
left it to plodders lik^ him, who were pofleif^d of no: 
othtf knowledge, to fet a value upon fuch tn^» 
Vpietti this he pvlled out his pocket-book, and laying^^ 
down three hundred and odd pounds, which widi th0> 
thoufand and fifty before received, juft made up the 
amount of the bills owing, he v^lked down to hi& 
deflc, there to blels the Mammon, by which he hoped 
at fome. future period, to purchafe hjpdfelf a title, or at 
leaft to become through it, a leader in the Houfe of 
Commons. . That thefe Were his fentiments, I ihall 
hereafter have oc^afion to evince, 
: I had been told, a. few days before the above con- 
verfation between Mr* Cakrdft and myfelf took 
> place. 
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pX2Lce, that a lady, who woidd not leave her name 
cir any mei&ge, had called upon me feveral time% 
and as (he fsdd^ by my own appointment. As I was 
pundilious, even to the very letter of the word, I was 
furprifed at my having been guilty of fuch a breach of 
good manners ; I accordingly gave orders to the 
pcMtcr (for iuch a domeftic was now become necef* 
fary to us) that the ftranger fhould be admitted when- 
ever {be came again* 

I had fcarcely compofed myfelf from the agltatioa 
in vdfich Mr. C^Zrr^had left me, and had juft fat 
dowh to breakfaft, when the perfon was (hewn in. 
But howfhall I defcribe to you the figure ihzt entered 
the room ? Pi£hire to yourfelf a tall, thin, pale, de- 
je^ed woman, in whofe looks was accumulated every 
degree of diftrefs and mifery* Yet there (hone 
through all this wretchednefs fomethirig which feem- 
ed to declare that fhe was not born to&f&r indi- 
gence. I requefted her to fit, and enquired her con*- 
mands. She then informed me, that having loil the 
life of her hand, fhe had been obliged to another to 
enable her to addreis me. And as the reafon was 
affigned in the letter which ihe had fent me, of her 
not giving' me then an explanation, (he reminded me, 
that I had kindly wrote an anfwer, in which I had 
defired to fee her* As foon as (he mentioned this 
I recoUeded the circumftance. 
Upon my preffing her to drink a dKh of chocplatcj 
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Bm ceqiMlle^ m my suidwas m the room, Aie m^ 
]>)? p^rmt^ t0 fperi; wida n>c alone. H^ fho 
kmvrn 4ie gQadnefs <^ CSfiird's heart, ike would 
kav^ e^leemed tliis nqueft jMmeceSkry. As loon aa 
my laaid had 4|Uitt^ dsie jcoon^^ tthe ftraoger tbrew 
open a doccnt doaji^ 4tset covesod ber, aad difpla)ied 
Atfii a ficene of wi:etcbue4nef9,as ;w attempt to deferibe 
with niiiiiiteiic&, would aimoft caU my veracitjr in 
queftion. Let it fulHce to fay, d»dt her gcwfv, or di9 
^sJnmntwhkh had oope bfMO a g/own^ had no fleoves 
to it; two pieces x>f cloth svsere ^tlbnedirlofe to her 
^ks a( aras, which if poffiUc, mad« Ihcoxi appear 
thimier ^lan they Avsese* In fliort, At wh^lc of. her 
dnefs cof|v,e^d iudli an idea pf izx^miofi penury as { 
had never faeen a wiinefs to ufion my occafion be<- 
fore. This diftrefsfvi fight awa^c^eoed wiithin ms 
«refy compaji^ixate £e:eljng i KiA I wasnow as ouich 

^xffc&xi by &.€ tender pafitons, ae I had juft befoi^ 

« 

been OQOvjed with jLefenfmeitf. 

She •proceeded to inform me, (that flw was jthe uhi- 
fortiiinaAir widow of the iate Sir Jamis Llnf^ih whp 
had hcenfirft lieutenant of a man of war, and blown 
up in it during an engageraent. She/aid* a3 th^ 
mztLix hi^9KtVL Sir y^mes and faer&lf had been mor^ 
incited by lore than prudence, bis &ther> upon kSfi 
decea&^had left him a very fsiall eftate only> t^igftbfir 
with a title, which was raAer an incuAhi3i9iPf tp 
. , ♦ . thofc 

4 
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Aofe who had it not in thdr power to fupport thtf 
dignity of it. She added, that flie hai five children; 
Her. eldeft fon. Sir John, had been taken froni 
her by his uncle, an eminent merchant, and front 
whom he had expeftations of a future fup^rt. Her 
eldeft daughter, during the time fhe lay in with one 
of her other chaldren, had, through the'careleffnefe 

of the ferVrint, fallen out of a window, by wh'fch me 

» 

had broken one of her legs. An amputation fol- 
lowed, and &e was otherwife rendered a crippl^. 
The terror, arifing from the fad cataftrophe of her 
dear hufband, had thrown her into labour fooner 

than nature intended, when fhe was delivered of a 

> 

boy, who, to all appearance, would prove an ideot ; 
as, at four years of age, be coufd riot feed \hlmfelfj 
or (peak articulately^ 

Thefe accumulated forrows, added to the mprf 
pungent dittrefe, had greatly injured iier health, a/i^ 
occafioned the k>ft of her lim6s. She had, however. 
at l^igth recovered the ufe of all but her ilaiids, by 
which alone fhe ctMild fupport herfelf and four cjiil- 
*dfen ; her penfion, fifteen pounds a year, badly' 
paid, being barely ftifficient to procure a habitation 
for ¥t^m. She had been obliged to part from every 
lliing upon which fhe could raife money. The hat^ 
and clcHik fhe had on, the only decent part of her 
apparel, yrcfe borrowed. She concluded with fay-' 
iiig, that At hid-beertadvifcd to apply to me, 
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?m4 encouraged by the charaSer I bore for humanity^ 
(he had taken tbat liberty* 

, The money Mr. CaUraft had left me was ftill 
tying on my dreffing-table. I took up what there 
was, and gave it to her. It amounted to a few 
guineas only. But the fum exceeding her expedta- 
tions, the poor woman was ready to faint with 
tranfport. As foon as fhe was a little recovered, and 
had found the power of utterance, half choaked 
with the fluttering emotions of her grateful hearty 
ihe faid, " I did not mean, Madam, to intrude up- 
" on your generofity, but"— 

She had proceeded thus far, when Mr. Fex en- 
tered the room. He faw me fo afFeded, for afEided 
indeed I was, that he was going to retire. Upon 
which I ran to him, and taking hold of his hand, 
exclaimed, " O, my dear Sir, you are the very per- 
"fon I want !** As I had never taken the liberty to lay 
hold of his hand before, and now prefled it moft ve- 
hemently, he imagined from that, and the agita- 
tion of my whole franie^ that fomething of the ut- 
- moft couiequence mud occafion it. He therefore 
enquired in what he CQuld oblige me. I repeated to 
him the aSe£ling tale, fimply as I had juft heard ]t« 
At the conclufion of it, I found that I (liU prefled 
his hand between mine, and that I kept him fland« 
ing. I was confounded. The earneflnefs with 
whfch I interefted myfelf in my petitioner's woes^ 

made 
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mtfde me forget the decorum due to the peHbn ta 
whom I was applying in her favour. 

I had been in many delicate fitiiations before, but 
never felt myfelf in fo awkward a one as the prefent^ 
I could not prevent my tears from flowing ; and I 
iounAJimplicity to be more eiScacious in pleading my, 
own caufe, as well as that of my fupplkrant, than 
all the ftudied arts of eloquence. Never did two 
hearts more abound with the milk of human kind- 
u^k, than my own and that of the worthy man be<« 
fore me« Whilft humanity beamed from his coun«« 
tenance, he condoled with the lady on her misfor^ 
tunes* and bidding her be comforted, told her, he 
would fee what was to be done for her. Then tak- 
ing out his pocket-book, he gave her a bank- 
note. The value of it I did not fee. My unfor^ 
tunate vifitor was opprefled before, but now fhe was 
overwhelmed. She fpontaneoufly fell on her knees^ 
(ler dreaming eyes and grateful looks thanked us 
with inexpreflible energy ; but her tongue refufed it$ 
aid upon the occafion ; and ihe took her leave» 
without being able to utter a fy liable. 
' I own I felt myfelf happy, when Lady Lindjof 
quitted the room. My fenfibility was wound up too 
high. It became painful. Mr. Fox walked to the 
window, and i>y the ufe he made of his handker^ 
chief, I found that bis eyes bore vritnefs to the be-* 
nevolent cmotioiis of his heart* 

! la 
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^ ' hk the inctfiith of Mar^ foHowtng, I had fhe pte^ 
fure to inform Lady Linifay in peifoHf that her Ceur 
children were placed upon the compaffionate lid, 
with an appointment of ten pounds a year each ; and 
£urtber» that his majefty, in confideration of tier late 
ilufbaiMt's having loft hk life» whilfi he ivas bravely 
fighting in his fervice, had granted her fifty pounds 
yearly out of the tceafury, in addition to her penfion. 

Wbesi I had made her happy with this pkafing in«> 
leliigenoe, I aft:ed her why I had never feen her 
finee her firft ap|dication to me ? ^!ie replied, that 
the idteration in her family had taken up all her at- 
tention ; and as Ae thought I &lt too much at her 
diilrefs when ihe fird ifnade mcf acquainted with it; 
I and perceived that nothing could hurt me fo ^mx:h as 
thanks, (he had refrained from giving me further 
pain^ She told me that (he fuppofed I had been 
made acquainted with Mr. P^*s bounty, who had 
provided againft her wants for fixne time, by noUy 
giving her, in the bill 1 Taw, ^ty pounds. 

Lady Lindfi^ added, ^at.her eideft dau^ter, th« 
- cripple, was happily releaied by death ^oni her jbsi- 
fei;aUe fituafiton ; and that the ciiiid of whofevnen- 
till faeuitiie (he hs^ been appcehejifiifie^ mras VkOw^ 
to her gieat com£ait, become one of the moft 
Ijpfi^tiy hoys of his ageL She muHch ^regretted his 
nsl hciiig at home to th^nk me ; but, continued 
her Ladyfhip, we pray ior< you and our «Qot«by be^ 

ne&dor 
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nefactor every night and morning. Juft as I was 
taking my leave, the little fellow came in; and 
from the defcription his mother had, I fuppofe, 
given of me, immediately knew me ; for he ran to 
nae, a^, kiaeding down with a graceful eafe, kifTed 
my bapd. I raifed a;id ca/efTed him ; and defired'*' 
his mother would bring him often to fee me, it be- 
ing only over the way, as they lived but in King 
Streets 

Never did I feel niore real happinefs, than in be- 
ing the me^ns pf relieving this amiable woman ana 
her family from the extrenie diftrefs in which they 
were involved. The fame pleafijig reward attended, 
I doubt not^ the great and gopd man, to whofe noWe 
beneficence that relief principally owed its further- 
ance. Hqw fupremely bleft are thofe who pofleft 
as he did, the power, as well as the Inclination, ig 
relieve the diftrefles of the unfortunate 1 

I can fcarcely refrain here from entering into a 
long eulpgium on that firft of virtues bejievoUnce ^ 
but having done it in a former letter, I IhgU refer 
you to that for my fentiments on this nobleft propen- 
fity of the mind. 
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LETTER. LVIU. 

March ix, ly—a^ 



H I L S T the fcene defcribed in my laft let- 
ter paffed in my dreffing room, Mr. FoXf who had 
an eye like an eagle, caft them upon the part of 
Alzira, which lay upon my dreffing table. I faw 
that he wifhed to fpeak to me relative to it, but 
fome company coming in,, immediately as Lady 
Lindfaj went out^ he was prevented from having an 
opportunity to do fo. A gentleman had, at my re- 
queft, altered (bme paflages in the tragedy, which I 
propofed taking for nly benefit, and in which he * 
was to play Zamor. This gentleman had talents 
for the ftage, and made the fird attempt on it this 
feafon ; but he was a better critic than an a<^or,, 
and equally as good a play-wright as a critic : he 
has for fome years quitted the ftage for the bar, at 
which he makes a confpicuous figure. 

As there was company in the drawing-room when 
the Secretary at War came to dinner, and he was 

• - . ■ - 

impatient to fpeak to me concerning the part of 
Alzira, he defired I would permit him to accompan)^ 
me into another room for a few minutes. Mr.. 

* Mr, Murphy. 
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tkiUrmft having been informed that Mr. Fm had 
b^n a confiderabie time in my drefling-room during 
the forenoon, he made no doubt but that I had 
been complaining to him, and acquainting Mvctk 
with the nature of our conne£lion ; an event vtrhicb 
he niuch dreaded : and his fufpicion was confirmed,, 
by feeing his patron enter without me, and not ap- 
pearing to be pleafed* When the ladies and mjfelf 
withdrew from table, his apprehenfions increafed 
by feeing Mr* Fox take hold of my hand as I pailed 
by him, faying, at the fame time, " I defire you 
" will/' Nor were they leflened by hearing me 
reply, " I will confider of It, 

The inefiable contempt I had ihewn towards 
Calcraft in the .morning, had greatly alarmed him* 
His cmfitencf, (no, let mecorre£t that word) his 
fears left his deceptions ihould be difcovered, ex«« 
cited. in his bread unufual perturbations. For he 
ftill wifhed to preferve the appearanct of that prin*-^ 
ciple for which he had hitherto been famed, smd 
which had procured him, as I have already obferved,; 
the title of honejl Jack Calcraft. It was not from 
any incitements of re£titude, or of humanity to 
me, nor from any regret for the falfehoods he had 
impofed upon me relative to his patron, (the par- 
ticulars of which will be prefently developed) but 
(he cenfures of the world, and the blading his un* 
difervfd good chara<Ster, that he was apprehenfive of; 

the 
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Ihc time, •'however, was not yet arrived, when 
a difcovery of his oruefl duplicity was to take place. 

Mis infolence and meannefs made me defpife, 
though I did not as yet hate him. His love of mo- 
ney increafed every day. And from accumulating, 
as he -did, a fortune fo rapi<^y, he aifumed a con- 
fefueh^ial air> whkh rendered* h4m Tidkriilous even 
to his own fervant«. Wott endeavoui^ng to jappear 
llie giaeat man, his ignorance led him into vulgarity. 
Indeed, he pofielfed two qualifications neccflajy to the 
acquirement cand enjoyment of a fortune, tLnAHtob 
m ao etnijient 4ejp«e. Tfceib were the art of keep- 
ing a ledger, (which I have atefUky ^'cidbrMed) 9«l 
JH «KOdfllcnt judgncnt in wine. In dne^kitler he 
wsBA oooaploie.coofitdileiir. And as the mt&eeH of 
kss- p^von, a»d^ his cotMt&iQik wkb me, proe uted 
kim the lionour of /the bdft otmfwy M hh laUe, he 
had ail jopportuolty cf4af]^iug this v^i»^le4nMieti 
of kqowiedge« 

A pvopriety of xlemeamwr upon an^Ien^atiMi from 
alow ihiti<^ii of life toa. high one, k w^iat caftnot^ 
acquired by a H^tle mi»d. The fame meannefs and 
oontr»£tio« of fold- witi 4iccomp»ny tt^iem, though 
diey are devated to the higheft r.ar«k, atidl^ecoine 
pol^f&d of princety fortunes. — The only way that 
dan enter into t]}pk narnDw conception of mcrcafing 
their confeqwefxre ppoportionaWy to the increafe «f 
their weabehi is by a(r«mung an haughty air, and an 

infblenccr 



G. A. '3 £ L L A M T. 4} 

infpl^nce of carnage towards their infeciors. An iif- 
fM^miition which ©aly ferye^ to point out the plainer, 
to evf^r};; difcerning obferver^ the xife tjiat has taken 
place. — This counterfeit dignity fits as awkward upon 
them, as Beau Clincher's cloaths;up<ai Ttm £rravd*f<^ 
It is not only an infallible criterion by which to know 
tiie line thiey ha\^ been brought xnp in,i>ot is a^rue 
baronacler of their fenfe and.aQC<c»t\pli^nients. 

As ibon 3^$ 1 h^'Mtth^ toomt Lord Aielcpm^ 
ralliod his fr^nd* Mx* Fax^.^si thie Ivtde .kfcexplica- 
ble iai»ili|irity wjhich h»^ jiift p^Skd between him and* 
93$. A^ the ^i^eqseo ftrefesdt wece sdl focfa as he 
couUl wiKftde m» iMt. Ar« in jetucn, gc^imtd 
kirn, ilfeifct miM hfi had faid 1(0 oEktasi went out^ 
igi»l^iH0fomt^xaa^ ^w^ich otoceonei them att. lie 
t^id lliwtf !thai, ^ he had Tca&a ito faeUe«e I ktisw 
ibft wlhl^ wfap jiad wisktcna parady in ^one^af the 
pKiUiC pfafi^isSf wlkioh twas leplete with, wit and ft« 
tire^ 9od difcove^ a fi^ of polidcxl knowde^, 
^jod wJbcyn ihey ^ad QtKle»v<wred in v»n to find out^ 
he had t>een trying to geit me to giveiiim up; He 
add^d, that his fufpiaons i&rft^rofe fsiom lonne pa^ 
p^Bs be hjkd ,caft M$ ^ye upon as they lay upon tnf 
drefling-table, 

, Mr, Cider^fii jbeing' rctiered by this exfdanation 
fiFom ^e :appfehenrion$ he had eo^tertaiafidy &nt w^^^ 
as luaAery for th« p^t of Aizira, whdch had givea 
x^ to Mr. /^0;v's 6^f)poiition \ but I abfolutely re« 

fufed 
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fufed to fend It, not knowing but I might injure the 
author. My refufal htirt his pride ; he, however, 
made another attempt to obtain it ; and for this 
purpofe conflituted the chaplain his ambafTador. I 
was dill inexorable ; and continued fo, till I was 
aflfured it could not poffibly be attended with any bad 
confequences to my friend. What the refult to hiai 
was, I know not, but Mr. CalcrafC% anxiety had 
not pafled unobferved. Doftor FranctSt who was 
in my intereft, attributed it to jealoufy. The reft 
of the company, however, imagined it to proceed 
from fome greater caufe ; and his patron, very fooxt 
after, took occafion to fpeak to me upon the topic. 

Our fuccefs this feafon at the theatre was not 
much more brilliant than the preceding. Mifs Nef^ 
Jkit had returned from Ireland, where (he met 'with 
difapprobation, more from Barrf^ fuppofed attach* 
ment to her, his wife being one of the beft of wo* 
men, than from her want of merit as an a^efs. 
Upon her return,, fhe engaged herfelf at Covent-- 
Garden. Mrs. lVoffingUfC% ill ftate of health obliged 
her to decline ading this feafon. Mr. Smith and 
Mr. Rafi were not capital men ; the fonner was by 
no means fo well (killed as he now is. 

My partiality for Mifs NoJJher increafed our ac- 
quaintance to an intimacy. This unfortunate young 
woman, unfortunate from her imprudent attach- 
mcynti was infinitely more agreaUe in a room, thai» 
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flic was upon the ftagc. As I have ah-eady faid, flie 
was genteel and accompliihed ; and when (he could 
forget what preyed upon her heart, her converfation 
abounded with lively fallies. But thefc, however 
entertaining at the time, might not appear 
fo fprightly when repeated. Mifs Meredith, who 
was now my conftant companion, was charmed 
with her ^ which occafioned her being frequently 
in Parliament-flreet. 

Mr, Ricbf. wearied out with the fu'cceffion of bad 
houfes, produced by the pieces which were then per- 
formed, thought of reviving the " Prophetefs" of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, His chief inducement was, 
becaufe he cold introduce into it a good deal of ma- 
chinery, which, it is well known, was his hobby- 
horfe. In particular, he contrived to bring on a 
number of dancing chairs. 

I was not at all mortified at being left out of this 
piece,, as I had now perpetual employment at home. 
Mr. Calcraft*s bulinefs was fo much increafed, that 
he could not copy all the private letters ; therefore, 
as I wrote remarkably quick, and could be confided 
in, I was chofen amanuenfis to the Secretary at Wat 
and his Commis« 

This new employment gave me more frequent op- 
portunities of being alone with Mr. Fox than I had 
hitherto been. One evening, as we were together, 
\it revived the occurrences of the day on which Lady 

Lindjey 
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Lindfry had called upon me. I found that he bad 
taken notice of Mr. Calcraft'^ conftifiort, and that 
he had likewife obfeiVed the bank bills which lay 
near the part of the play which had caught his eye. 
Thefe circumftances excited his curiofity, efpecially 
as be kiiew that Clifford was the keeper of my cafli^ 
except of that belonging to my pky-purfe. 

As be had begun the topic, I informed him of 
the whole of the convcrfation, as near as I could re- 
coUdfl, which had' pilfled betwieeh Mr. Cakraft and 
myfelf that morning. I had no fooner done fo> 
than he exprefled hi& furprize that Mr. Calcraft did 
not own me publicly as his wif«^. Had a thunder- 
bolt that inOant riven my heart, it could not have 
received a more violent concuflion. I had only pow-» 
cr to exclaim, " O, Sir!" and then I burft into a 
flood of tears. When I was a little recovered, I 
aikedhimifhe had not beeh» andilillwas, a^^^to 
fuch an union ? He affured me to the cohtk-aiy . To 
which he added, that both Lady Caroling and himfelf 
had always concluded that 'we were really married; 
Upon which I related to him all that had pa^fed at 
Mr. Gmffll's. When he beard this, he fecmed to 

a 

be as much confounded as I had been. Bb> hoM^ 
ever^ advifed me not to take the leail notice of what 
had now pafied betwe<^ us^ btrt to leave the event to 
time ; as in my prefent iituation' (I^ w^ then preg-^ 
oant) a diipute> which muft be the natumln^k; 

might 
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might be attended with di&greeable con(eqtieiice«« 
He concluded with alTuring met that as he had been 
made an a£lor in the affair without his knowledge^ 
he would, on fome future day^ take a part ink. 

I returned Mr. Fox thanks % the aflTorance b« 

gave me of his frienddiip) and promifed to be guided 

by him, in a point which required fo muc4i* ciiclttn- 

fpei^on. As for Mr. Culcrafi^ the indifferetice I bad 

hitherto entertained for him was now giown^ into 

perfedl contempts I had before defpifed him fbr his 

meannefs, I now hated him for his duplicity. We 

had, however, very few opportunities^ of entering 

into converfation with each other, his time being 

^ngrofled by bufinefs) and mine either by the em<> 

ploysient I had entered upon of writing letters, or 

by company. But notwithftbnding' fuch was the dif* 

pofuion of my mind towards him, I continued to 

be as anxious as ever to promote the bufinefsof his 

office. 

Mr. Fok'% popularity was at this time arrived at 
fuch an height, from the oppofition he tnade to the 
Marriage Aft, that his chariot was carried upon the 
flioulders of the crowd, for feveral days together, 
from the Pariiament-Houfe tp Gondtiito^ilreet. Mf*. 
Qrkrfpn^ Curate to Mr. WUkinfiK, a furrogate of 
the Savoy, viras the iirft, and I believe the only 
dergynrian who fell a vidim to the iniudicious ar- 
rangements of that »a ; an aS, from wbifh the 

mod 
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moft fatal cfFeds to fociety have rcfulted ; for, t« 
the obftruftions it has placed in the avenues which 
lead tQ the temple of Hymen, might, in * a great 
meafure, be attributed the numbcts of unhappy fe- 
males who infeft the ftreets of this metropolis, to 
the great annoyance of the modeft part of the fex. 

For a breach of this law, in marrying Mr. Vernon^ 
the finger, to Mifs i^^/Z/r, the dancer, this clergy- 
man was Committed to Newgate ; and being tried, 
was fentenced to be tranfported. One evening Mr, 
Ridout came into the green-room, and informed us, 
that having been to the prifon, to fee Mr. Grierfrn^ 
he found him on the common fide, with the moft 
abandoned felons ; and in want of every neceflary. 
I had no fooner heard this account, than my huma- 
nity was awakened, and I determined to exert my- 
felf in favour of the unhappy man. For this pur- 
pofe, in the firft place, I begged the favour of Mr. 
Ridout to return upon his fteps immediately, and in 
my name requeft of Mr. Akerman to take the old 
gentleman under his care, and place him in as com- 
modious a fituation, as his confinement would ad- 
mit of. This Mr. Akerman readily did, and I have 
always efteemed myfelf much obliged to him for fo 
doing. He removed him from the common fide to 
his own houfe and table, where he continued, till 
the hour arrived for his going abroad. In the mean 
time, we collected a large purfe for him \ and Mr. 
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Fox fiirniflied him with credentials to fccure him a 
living when he arrived at the place of his deftination. 
But the poor old man had fuffered too many hard- 
Ihips before I heard of his unhappy fituation, to reap 
any benefit from Mr. Fox^s goodnefs. The fi^f- 
ferings he had gone through, and thenneafinefs erf 
his, mind, aided by the inconveniences of the vx>y- 
age, put a period at once to his troubles and exift* 
cnce, before he reached the coaft of America. 

A ridiculous circumftance. — ^The reflection of a 
moment tells me, that the ridiculous circumftance 
I am about to mention will ftand a better chance of 
having the defired efied)^ if it be not related imme- 
diately after the foregoing anecdote.— It will be ne- 
ceflary that the compaflionatc emotions excited by 
the latter fliould be permitted to fubfide, and that 
the mind recovers its ufual tone, before the chords, 
receive a quicker vibration from a laughable inci- 
dent.— As in mufic,^ too fudden a tranfition from 
flow and folemn ftrains to quick and lively ones, 
rather bewilders' the fenfes than roufes the paffion 
intended, fo in writing.— But why fhoold I^nter in- 
to a long difcuffion of what muft appear very plainly 
to you ? You fee, as clearly as I do, that it will be 
proper to make a pauie between the preceding fad 
uicidcnt and the fucceeding merry on^. 

G. A. B, 
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Ridictilous cirtuiiiftancc hap^rted during the 
getting lip bf flic ^'ProjErftctefs," ^/vhith, though tri- 
viilin hftJf, as itfliowsthe ^furdity of the timet, 
I am induced to give ah acccftttrt of. Mr. Rofs did 
ifiefte hcmour to conftdt me in^h^ manner he 
fhtkM drcfs the charaifter of the Roman Empcmr. 
I'gave him ftich tihrCtions as in 'my ideaappeared 
m^ ttoirfotoht to Bie diarafter. Among ddier 
thtegs, i ttccwmtended to him to h^Ve a wig mik as 
iktu- alifead 6f hair ks it could pbflihly be. He told 
ifte^hat Mr. Rich thought it ftould%ie "zfuB-bortomid 
one. I couH not htflp ftoHing « Tudi an a(bfutdity. 
Biit i^ultiflg <ln a- graVe look, I fe^ied, « Then let 
** it-be as largfe ^ 'toe fes you can get. And to 
"render yourfelf the moire confpitiWms," continued 
I, ^^ muft not you vrear a hoop -tthder your lamber- 
**'kihs ?** The ferious airl affunied whilft I uttered 
ftAs Jece1V<Sf the hero, nbtwlthftanding the propo- 
M was -fo 'ap{>ajehriy piiepdfterous ; and he tieter- 
mihed to adopt fte mode 1 had pointed out. 

Thus bedizened Vvhen *e trawie tm, ' the night of 
reprcfentadon, there never furely appeared on any 
ftage' fo grotefque a figure. The houfe was in a 

roar. 



roar. But no one was more diverted wkh the iui* 
mourous fcene than mjfelf. By this jgilce^ ^iiduch 
I couU fcarcely felieve .paflktde, was .every jpeiiovi 
prefent, except tiie poor.£fnperor himfelf,. iadebted 
to me for a lau^ which I (jboi^ht vv%>uld never 
hare an end. It, faoftvever, was ^attended with jc 
good confequence, by breaking through one of the 
moft abfurd cuftoms that was . ^ver latrpdyced .oa 
the/EiB^iOi : ibge ; that of xij^iSilig the G^^ian luid 
Romaniieniestn fiiU^^bottomedperulEfts. 

Xhe fojn^oiog ^iI^n€e remiads me of .axufton^i 
joft as glaringly psiepofterou^ which is; common 
on the Freoch ftage. I Jiave tiiorerfeen Le Q^» 
inJieu 4>f. a helmet, fawiQg-a flitde Spaniih hat and 
feather between his hands, inthe chacaiSfcei: of OreftQ,s, 
when every other part of the 4r^s has heen jtruly 
Gvecian. 

My benefit ^s year was, a^ ufiial, very .bril- 
liant ;' and thicrative to an exGefs* But .the tragedy 
of^t^AIsira*' has loo li£die <>f incident, and tOQ 
much of ^damation, to iuit the tafte ofan £n* 
glifb audience* The pieces w^ «ch were, performed 
not being 4n my line of a^Sing, I bsid 4iot much bu- 
itnefs at the theatre this ieaibn. I was jnQt, how<« 
fver, imuoh coneecned M ithe ivmat pf ^ en|{Joyment 
tore, fItd^W8S very happy i^dbeat it conchi^d. 

The foUowring fummer our houfe at . HpUwood 
was crottded (b mudi, diat it really became trouble- 

D % foipc. 
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fome. I had fome time before made Lord Granbf 
it present of a very fine horfe, which bord Tyrawley 
fcad fcnt me from Gibrahar, It was one ot the 
fwifteft of its fpecles Arabia ever produced ; and 
was able to carry any weight, which rendered it 
invahiable. The happinefs I received from being 
able to make y»f A z ^xtknt to fucb z man, equalled 
the V2duc of the gift. 

Mr, Calcrdfty who always liked to fee me well 
mounted, defired Captain Shafioe to look out for a 
good horfe for mc. The Captain informed him, 
that he himfelf had one of the fineft mares that ever 
was-mountfed, but (he was fo fpirited, that he could 
not, at times, hold her in ; therefore he was furc. 
no woman could manage her. My gentleman, hav- 
ing a great opinion of my fkill in riding, (or fecretly 
wijting that my neck might he broke in the attempt^ laid 
a confiderable wager, that I could npt only ride, but 
completely manage her. He accordingly at dinner 
io^ualnted me, that he had made a purchafe for me 
of the moft beautiful mare that was ever feen. 

The next day (he was brought down to HoUwood. 
We all admired her ; but it was with the greateft 
diflSculty that I could be perfuaded to get upon her 
back; What made this reluSancc the more extra- 
ordinary was, that my courage had hitherto never 
been known to foil mc, as I was efteemed one of 
the boldeft riders in the kingdom. I could truly 

fay 
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% with Sylvia^ ^ I could fbUpw the cry of the 
** hounds all day, and the found of the fiddle all 



"night." 



I have already told you^ that a prefenthnent at; 
waysL cafls a gloom over my mind before an ill be* 
tides mcr Upon this occafion I heard its fecret 
whifpers, and found it too true an augurer. A party, 
of us fet out for ah airing together. At firft we on- 
ly went a gentle canter. But coming to a field 
where a labourer officioufly ran to open the gate s 
an im{^ment of hufbandry he held in bis h^qid^ 
gliftening againft the fun^ fo frightened my fteed, that 
it flew away like lightning. Notwithftanding my 
boafted (kill in horfeihaniliip, I had no longer com- 
mand of it ; and the company imprudently purfuingy 
thatfervedto augment, ifpoffible, its velocity. 

Finding iny left hand now fairiy pulled out ojf 
joint, by endeavouring to rein the unmanageable 
beaft in, and obferving that we drew near the brink 
of a ftone quarry, which it was not in my power to 
prevent it from taking, I threw myfelf off. -But 
by the time I could do this, I was {o ne^r the edger 
of the pit, that I fell dire<^y into it, and was fup- 
pofed by all the fpe(Sbtors to be dafhed to pieces.-*-*. 
Could I but have fbrefeen the miferies which have 
fmce befallen me, (I am tempted, upon this occa-^ 
(ion, once more to exclaim} it would have been hapu 
py for me had the expe£btions of the company beei> 

D 3 fetally 
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atalljr^fuffiBed.— But I waa referved to experience 
yet greater evils. 

Before the companions of my ride came up, I had 
recovered from the infenfibiiitythe fall had occafi- 
oned, and Was endeavouring to rife, Thia, how- 
ever, I finind it im^offibte ta <fe), as my (hooWer was 
diflocatfedy both the bofitfsf of nty left arm, brpkeni 
airid my hand hanging to iff as if it was a (epavate 
member. An officer that was> in company^ and 
who had in a battk* ibmetimes bcexi: obliged: to uis* 
dbf^e i&clii olikes,^ bcMitiditip my arm witfir hanA* 
Ik^rchie^. A csitiage wi^s^ litimediatd/ proeumd^ 
^d I was^ ccmveyed home. 

- As I did i«dt ctextfo to mift to the fldll of^ srny of 
tBe <i6&xitry fUJrge^nsi> a fervdsit tv^ dU|>sttched up(M 
the rurf-afWay b^dft'to tov^i to caltiif Mr% JUiitt4 
ihy iffiffence; Upon Ais ' d<!(^Otl itSJ fjieod could 
iftalce die onfy atbriemerit' for die mifehief it had 
done. That gerttlemari being at KitHmbnd wfctti 
bur rtieflfenger aitived, his coming down was rd- 
titrded fortie hours, Which obliged me to lie, during 
ffi»t^feHe, in af nitrfV difegreeable and painful fitua- 
rit^m Whflft he v^rrfs fettirtg die joint of my wriftj 
ftirprifed^af rity not' crying out, he turned round t6 
fee whether I was infenfibk ; by which means the 
bone' (Hpped out of its place. A circumftance that 
hte d^t>rived me of tfie povrer of turning that hand 

V During 



During: ixqr con^^ei^m by this 2^fAd^t^ (a? naif- 
fortunes feldcHB qoine! al^d^) I met wk)i oi>e cf the 
fevcre^ft loiIe% I b^ ever felt^ Mro Calcn^ cqining 
•ae day in^ 9^y room to eiii^iie a|^:i|)gr.hftakb^ I 
took notice, th^it.be feqna^d, uQCpn^a^Qf^ lhQ^gbtfuI« 
Upon wl^cb Wf feopfid-fight i|iflsai>tly vigt^d o^ 
dgxi \ cjied; Qut with emotic^ ^^^^ N«W3 irooi 
" Ao^erica !" To thi§ h^. Qiijy rep^}4iig Wtb a 
fliake of th^ hes^ I ex^^inp^di <^ My fear$: a^e 
^ too proph^tky and I h^ve loft a fecpod faliicr.'- 
fi[e ttviyij^; iii[$p^f^^4. n^ of att the circwiiftanccf of 
the defeat and death .offoiiy im^lb^heloved friend G^ 
^eral ^riid^M^ I b^ no fponf fireqeiyi^ t^ he8Mt<> 
j^i^ding mtrilig;eiiC5e^th?#rI gay^w?y tD^6 m^ up* 
bp«ndjp4 g.mfi which brouglb^ o^J^ h^% and J lay 
{p9k fom€^ tkne: i|% % ^^igeroM^ fi^tta^icm, fro® ibcfe 

This gifjsK: man bavir^ Vfeii crftipn rpjpfostfS^^ 
wUb ferjui^i^y, I ^11^; ieda^ei tp tt^^ the foilowing 

Utth ^H^ilot^ which eviftert^ lhfit^M$^ the Q^nrmry* 

As W€i wQ^e waifcing i^. th^ Parfc ouft d^yij Wft 
beai4 ^ pieor ftllo3¥ waj? tq h« qba^fcAi w&nxl rj^ 
^uf Aed the Qfmi^ XQ^ bfgr off li^ o9i»id^i U|lon 
\m appUicatio«i to tb^^ ge^e^al QfS^<^ wbo^:iiaiM 
wa6 AiT^ br a(kf4. SnMifh Bsm kn^ fiace h« 
1^ ^y^iikfd: biWflf Qf bfittallt^ sad tbebiiftAeiictf 
of hfe maiifiieJiQ^ ? To^ which the 4>A« wj^ied^ 
^ Yetfc ae^eofc baew ^ itofiDl^mt te^. o^ bif(aio/!B> It 
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^ is only to fuch rude men as yourfelf, that I be- 
•* have with the fpirit which I think they dcferve.'* 

I likewife, during the fame interval, received 
news of a different nature. News, which had it not, 
from fome untoward circumftance, proved delufive, 
would have enabled me to avenge myfelf in the moft 
fatisfaftory manner of Calcrafi\ fellacious conduft. 
The fortune I fhould have received, would have en- 
titled me to a far better match than himfelfj and 
which, had it taken place, I am well aflured would 
have impelled htm to an a£^ that would have pre- 
vented his dying a natural death. 

A few days after I had recovered from my fever, 
fwhich, I muft here remark, was faid to haften the 
knitting of the bone of my arm, an event that had 
been prolonged by too even a circulation of the 
blood) Mr. Cakraft came into my room, crying out 
in extacy, "Your fortune is made ; your fortune is 
** made." I could not conceive what occafioned 
this uncommon falutation. But, upon enquiring, 
he produced a daily paper, and read a paragraph 
which particularly concerned me. It was therein 
mentioned, by way of advertifement, "That z, 
^ Ihort time before, Thomas Sykes^ Efq ; died in Ac 
** South of France, and had left his fortune in Ae 
" Englifli funds, and his property at the Hague^ 
** both of which was fuppofed to be very corifider- 
f* able, to Mils Bellamy^ belonging to one of the the- 

; : " atres. 
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^ aires* Further particulars were to be learnt hj 
" enquiring of Mr. Loyiij Garden-Court, in the 
« Temple,^ 

I (tid not at firft recoIle<5l that I had ever heard, 
or had any knowledge, of fuch a perfon j the apairs^ 
of the nation at that time engrofling every thought, 
and lying as heavy; upon my neck and fhoulders, as 
they did upon ObadiaVs in " The Committee.'* 
At length,, after a fbort paufe, the gentleman whon* 
I had accidentally met fomc years before, at my cou- 
fin Crawford's at Watford, and who hinted to me^a-^ 
bout being prefident of the female parliament, pre- 
fented himfelf to my imagination.^ And I could not 
help confidering this conclufive oddity as a moft judi- 
cious winding-up of his truly fingular charafter. 

Mr. Calcrafiy who never loft fight of the homage 
due to Plutus, the only divinity he adored,, haftenecl 
away to the Temple. When he got there, Mr« 
Loyd informed him, that a will, to the purport men- 
tioned in the news-paper, had feveral months be- 
fore been brought to him for his infpeftion. Of 
this he {hewed Mr. Caleraft a copy, telling him, 
that if the original was not in the pbfleffion of Mr» 
Sykes himfelf when he died, it moft probably was 
in the hands of Mr. Crawford^ who had chambers 
in the fame court, but whofe refidence was at Wat- 
ford. , 

Mr. Crawftrd m\: being in town, my zeajojtt 
■ t> % Vriend 
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tf fend fUfiied fife horfes*" heads toWards^Hertfordflifrc, 
and away He pdfted td Watford; Hc diere leajmt 
from Mr. Crawford^ that Mr. Sykes^ before be left 
England^ frad'chclufred mttcti about rttfe j and being 
totd r yfiTii thcH ill I^aris, fdd, he had no doubt but ' 
Be flioulH iffeet With me at fome of the public places^ 
fliexfe. fie furtKef heard fr6rtv him, that the fcrvant 
who had attended Mr. S^kei to die South of France, 
was fooh expe£l6d to bring to England the will, to- 
gethef with the remains of his mafter j as he had 
parficularly requefted that fhey fliould be depofited in 
the church of St; Margaret's, Weftminfter. Mr. 
l^<n<j/ir/ conclude J with afliirihg him, that he had 
every reafon to think I fhould have at leaft fifty th<)u- 
fandpoundsin confcquerice df this demifej of which 
i veryconfiderable fum was at that time in the ftinds. 

Mr. Cakraft had prepared himfelf to offer d fop 
£o tliis Cerberus, Had He beeii able to producfe die 
real teftimoriy of my good fdrtUiie. It, however, 
once more brought me aequaiilted t^ith my Machi- 
avijian coufiri, who in the end Cbhvihtfcd me, that 
it he could not prove niy claim tcf fo much property^ 
Re would at leaft erideav'out all he Could to deprive 
fee of what 1 Had. 

Upon further encfuTry Mr. Calcmji found, that 
every article of the infofmatibh life had feceived from 
Mr. Crarvftrdvns true. But it happened unluckily 
i^r m^ Aat i/tt. Syi^sy fervari^ willing to fecure 

thofe 
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illore eStStd belmgijig t» fans niafter$ wkidk hp IumI 
with UiD) and flunking hi^ jremains vroyiA reft «| 
^pnedy In the jdtau^e \riicre he died, as in St* Maxw 
gai?et% Wcfbninflep, neithef thought "pfopet io 
bring the will nor the body to England. H^ hon^ 
rvter^ tocdtf care to fecure himfelf an afylnin, which 
has never yet been difcovered. Some years after, 
when I ^ifited Hbltand, 1 he^d, thaf as no legal 
claimant had for fo long appeared, the eftate and 
perfonal property in that country fell to the States. 
The money depofited in the Englifh fimds^ for the 
fame reaibn, ftill remains there. 

Thidi9 iii my es^pe^^ioi^, i!ii^ rc;gald fo my 
fr^t fefftvne, tike aU mj Qtber hopes, taiuibtr ii^^ 
atf***— Ha^^e I not re^on to exckiqi, think youj a$ { 
hare mor^ than once done m tbi9 courf<^ of my nar« 
la^ve, that I 9m the moft uji&iirtuiiftte of women ?^^ 
Why «f e we thus tea^with thte reprei^taitian <^ 
4ifia0t pk^ui^^ ipnJiy diat we might regret ^r]^ 
'mg fhatthed from m ?-*-The levik €^ Ule are {xv^ aimI 
bfting V the joft, fk}kciou$ wd £bort-Hved. Bat I 
OttsSL tire you widi die liep^hiM of thefe gloomy nt** 
Sk&ioas^ ' I will endeavour, ^terefore, to aisdd 
^m in fatufe a& much as poi&le."«^The matt 
pointed ftlngs of yecoile^^fi only ibaA dr^tw' a figli 
<rom iii€t-«»And yet, feiarting as I am under the 
taihes of fertuniey, how b^di will^it be lor me^ when 
^ cauljl^^^ )jt-review.b«fiar9 me, torefi^frooL 

D 6 complaints i 
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complaints !— Though I cannot fay, biit that I ex- 
ped from your friendihip a fymi^tliifing tear, as 
your eye glides over the nioft difaftrous circuin- 
ftances of my life, yet I would tiot wilh them^to 
diftrcfs you too much. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER ;.X. 



April 8, 17 — , 



Ml 



R. RICH was very preffing for me to come 
to town, long before my arm would permit me to 
do fo. At length, I found myfelf fo well recovered 
as to attend the duties of the theatre. The firft cha* 
rafter I made my appearance in was that of Rut- 
land, in the «*Earl of Eflex/* When I came to 
the mad fcene, I threw myfelf on the floor as 
ufiial; and, in order to prevent my late fra^ured 
arm from receiving any injury from the fall, I fell 
on my right fide inftead of my left^ Mrs; Qive^ 
who was in th^ boxes, obferving this, her good na- 
ture got the better of her recolleftion, and (he cried 
out, " O, flie has broken her other arm !" The 
audience took the alarm, and, ftSl honour^g me 
.with ^eir favour,- c;al}ed put, with a kind ^on^€xn^ 

for the curtain to.be iiropped. But fin^ing^ l>y vXf 

\ agility 
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;ility in rifing, that I bad not hurt myfelf, they fiif- 
Rsred me to proceed ; and I concluded the fcene with 
Im^re applaufe than 'ever I had received before. And 
that owing, in a great meafure, to the afiedtpnate 
iinproai|>tu whjichf bad . fprung from that excellent 
wox^an's heart. 

We endeavoured to fix on pieces in which Mife 
NoJJker coulcl appear with me. And ihe was mak- 
ing a progrefs, \^ich would have rendered her 
more than a ufeful member c^ the theatrical commu- 
nity. But, aUs ! thefe bloflbms were not furred 
to ripen. A froft, a killing froft, be%»read by the 
cold breath of difappointed love, nipped their roo^ 
and with them the fair tree untimely fell. Hearing 
that jS^rry bad left his wife, and had formed a con- 
nection with y[x%. Dancer^ fbe took to her bed^ 
and^ in a. very (hort time, concluded both her the- 
atrical and mortal race. By her death, fhe left her 
faithlefs lover to enjoy her fortune, and to preient 
her diamonds, &c. to her furviving rival* 

This feafon Mrs. Gregory^ afterwards Mrs. Fit%T 
henry ^ a pupil of Mr. Sparisy debuted ihHennione. 
She promifed to be a valuable: performer^ though 
not in the fpring of youth, nor of the firft^degre^ of 
elegance., Her figure wasihowiv but not delicate; 
her voice had power without i(wtetoefs ; yet there | 
was fomething in ^ttouf inJmbU .yrh^^ made*faer i 
appear, for fome little time, with reputationr | 

Shci? 

f 
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She played the ohmaOsef \^- Alida^ thlt Ibaibti, 
fcr Mr. Sparh'% hetwkt mi finne $ tfiid tfet next, 
appeared: in. Zara for that of ber inft^uAbr > vrtieii 
I perfenaed Abneri.a. 

UpcMvtbti Iadf*4 re^M from If^haiy'Smie jeam 
after the aera I fpeak of,^ fhe appearedat Drury^-Lane 
Theatve, iit the eharad^r of CaRfta ; ztki I was 
^fsery mudi concerned to^find, that file Whi net re- 
laiived with' that oclat I hoped for. Indeed I en^ 
ivntttiied die fiidl fetiguine expefbtfons^ that ihe 
i»i|«ild iliettt with a favourable reception, from the 
time we ^yed together in the <* Diftreft Mother/^ 
So muck ihtterefted was I i» her fuccefs, that when, iii 
the cfaara£kef of Aniromaehe^ I again refamed mj 
legalia,. we were mutoaUy eblifed to part witiv fame 
|)Ovtbxi of our fixsexfy behind ihefeene% at. Ae wa^ 
not at that ppriod in; po&ffifdn> of jewefs.. I^ have 
«£l!eft ikiquir^ aboitt Ais lady, but for fears faav<^ 
not been able tO' get any intelligence reh^t to her;. 

About thia time Lord Tjrewiey returned from bi« 
^^^nfiiettt at. Gibraltar. Stoa afeer his aft:ival,^, 
jMt Ixffdfliip win HKKOLomi to appear tefeMi the 
Hoiife of CammoraL Uris -^iM done tft the ii^i^ 
^tien of la isoUenmv i^*^^*^ diftingullhed for 4ie 
briUianby of his t^tits thm for his perfMud^ bra-^ 
very. The aeintifiMloii agakift him was upon' ac-^ 
cmint of tise fieat Mptni^Mct Uialt bad talsen place. 



...^. ». » 
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ivttmg ht9 g(Ntmment^ for the nfsin and im<« 
jprovement of the fortiiieatianf^ 

Upon hii^ appearance before the Houfe^ be only 
feid, that a$ he had never beeit am oeconcmiift ef h^ 
dwn moitey, but mitde itfe of it when occaftsm re* 
quired^ he had laid out the pttblit ntoiief whenever 
he judged it to be ne^^eflary. He was accordingly 
acquitted widi honour* As feon ag hi^ acquittal was 
pronouncedj he drew a letter from Ms pocket, i»id 
defired it might be handed to die' Speakerr^ This was 
jfound to be a letter from the Kin^^ eontaininjg hie 
Majefty*s approbation of his condu£^ and conde^ 
fcending to thank his Lordihip for having taken 
fuch needful {^-ecauticms to fecure a place rffo grett 
^onfequence. 

The Houfe requefted to know, why his Lordfti^ 
had not mentibned diis circumftance before } as it 
Would have fatisfied al( their doubtis, and have &ve4 
ihem a great deal df trouble ? His Lordfllipmplied^ 
that his having been flattered in fo fingular ^ maimer 
by the approbation of his r^j^ mafter, yrm of i^lf a 
ibfficient eTtcttlpation. But in-order tdfl^w i^m^ he 
Ivas W6rthy of ib great a happtnefs^ he wiflied Uy be 
exculpatied by die nation Wtmvriifsy wfitoie f(M^ 
he wa*. 

Some time rftitr, Lord Tyrawley was named as 
l^refideiit of die Court-Martial which was to try the" 
very Peer, at whofe inftigatitoWfrlrOrf&tiAadbeeii 

csjled 



64 T H E C I P E O f 

called before the HouTe of CQinmons ; but his Lor J^ 
(hip begged leave to decline the honoi^r. He al- 
ledged, as a reafon for doing fo, that it was well 
known he would not be partial even to his own fon ^ 
n(M:(houldany confederation- iiiduce him to give a 
vote, in any ca(e» contrary to his real fentiments«; 
Notwithftanding which, as circumftances, from rer 
port) feemed to be much in disfavour of the Noble 
Lord wbofe condu£^ was to be the fubje£l of enquiry, 
the opinion he gave upon the occailon might poflibly 
induce illiberal perfons to attribute his decifion to 
what be was incapable of, retaliation. 

His Lordfhip's arrival in England greatly embar- 
jrafled me. I well knew that if he would not vifit 
me whilft I lived with Mr. Metham^ he certainly 
would hold no correfpondence with me, were I upon 
the fame terms with a man who was in no ihape his 
jequal. However, as Calcraft had talked ferioufly at 
the time he heard of Mr. Sykes^s death, of our being 
ibon married, l^refolved to let the dial point, though 
jt fpoke not* His Lordfhip therefore, taking it for 
^rantc^d, that we were legally united, made one in our 
{>arties. And in a fliort time after, though it wa^ 
•littended with very great inconvenience to himfel^ 
he made me his agent. His regiment being the 
Coldftream, the agency was very lucrative. Mr. 
Calcr^ promikd to give me the emoluments, but. I 
fDcyeMj^eiYt4,% fingle guinea* 
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Lady Tyrawky was the only perfon, among my 
^ female acquaintance, who knew, of a truth, my real 
■ fituatton. She honoured me with as fincere ah af- 
1 feftion as if I had really been her daughter. To 
I her Ladyftiip was I indebted for my introduction to 
an intimacy with the late Lady Powerfcourt and the 
dowager Lady Dillon. As fhe looked upon ihe con- 
tra<ft Mr. Calcrt^ had given me as an a£tual engage* 
nient to m^rry me, flie made no fcruple to hint to 
thofe ladies d^t I was married. And as they were 
patterns of virtne and due decorum^ no one imagin-^ 
ed they wcHild fo far tranfgrefs the rules of both, as 
to vifit a perfon where the conne^on wa& of a lefs 
honourable nature. 

Lord Dighy having been indtfpo^d, he refided 
for fome days at Mr. CkikrajVs houfe, left his mor* 
ther, whofe affedkionfor him was uiAouoded, might 
be too much alarmed. But he removed, asfoonas 
poffible, to enjoy, what he preferred, to all human 
enjoyments, the felicity of making a mother h^- 
py. Having the moft tender affection for his mother 
and brothers, he lived with them in a moderate, 
regular manner, without indulging hini&lf in thofe 
excefles the juvenile part of the nobility generally run 
into. As this young nobleman might be truly de* 
nominated a miracle of nature, a rara avisy from the 
many great and good qualities he pofiefTed, I muft 
here dwell a little on his chara£ler> and give you-an 
^ anecdote 
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anecdo^or two of hiiaii that gi«i|]y redamv^ed* to hif 
honoudr. 

With aJi^ft:beaiuCt£ulfigiif9^ h^.was bleQed; with 
(he beft of heirt9> He wa9 g^nefous^i vfithout be^ 
iag oftenfiatioiLS ; and. though h0 had travelled) nao- 
deft to at. d«grer^ He. Q^Ifie li|t]]e, biit wku he. f^ 
dieekifed ttmH he po&i&d great good fenfe. He was 
xtevcf ktUmtk tot &yt vn tidpind: thiiig^ npr to 1^ 
guilty of an-uoktivl a£^oii^ to aivy^ffoft wh9tev4Ur« 
HitLonUfaipVmother^. andimy ^flaltfatsd^fiiendi M^r 
J^ ivemtvons^ and:tfira&<Syn^ fiAfified 

hetpieea dieray wm:: at^ nvcomnon. dB* tl»ds«mQi-» 
fiatieex)£teir biotfeK 

Lord Digiy came often to Parliammt-^ftrftstv. and 
ail. had by^ this means an opportunity ofiobfcffving 
ki» eondudy I coukt not help ramarkiiig af fingutar 
a&evarioaia bis demeanor and dre&^ ipvhtdi took 
phce during the gresKi feMlrala. At Chnftmasr and 
EaAer he was mcM'e thanufuallygcave^^ and thea sd^ 
mi3rs hadon^an dd fliobbybhie coat. I waskd^ a^ 
well as mam}! odiepsy to conclude^ that it was fomo 
idFair of the heart 'VnMcb caufied thia penodical fingosi 
hrity. And diis: yrais na improfaaUe fbppofitien. 

Iffe. AiKV who* bad great: curiofityj wiflkdLnmdl 
to find^ out his ntjphew^s motive « for appeam 
ing at times m tUs manner^ as, in general, he was 
eftecaned more liian. a^ weU^^fled man. Upon h» 
eaqxreffing aa inrikation- to that purpo&i^ Ma^oi 

Faughan 
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Vdxgiau and another gcndenaaa undlntook to wush 

his LordfUp's motions.. Tho^r accotdmgly fist out ; 

afidd>rerving him to go towards St. George's Fields^ 

thejF iblk>wed him. at.a diflance, dlt they kft fight of 

kirn m^^ &d Mapsfiiai&a ^iriilbn. . 

^ W<mdiring Vriiat could caray a pel&n of his Lord^ 

fcify^' rianfeaiikl fi>rtane ta ilich a plac^ theyr ctu> 

i Quired cftlw'ttityceyi ifa.gc«]deman, de£;^ 

[ had nor cnfiBfed the prifon* " Yefiy MaAers I'' ex» 

dai»ed th«^ fel&ow^ witfa^an 04tb;. f^ but Iw is noC 

^ ^ rman i h«*h an angeli ik>f>hrcoai»' btue twice 

^t^^fe»p^ fyOKtitMB oftoan^and ftts znvmbeipai 

* prifener? free«^ And hr not ori^ do«s^ tbts^ but 

^^ he gives them fufficient to fupport thtmfi^ves and 

" their famiUe» till tlttfy can find emplcg^ment. 

^ This^" continued^ Ac man, " is one of hiy exti 

" Mor^tary vifits. Me has- but a fSbW to take out 

•^to-day." ** Do you know who the gend^man is ?** 

enquired the major, ^ We none of i^ know him 

" by any other miflrks,'* replied the mstni ** but by 

** his hmnanity, and his^ blue coat.'* 

The gentlemen having gained ikk intelltgeneQ^ 
immedtatety refturned^ and gave aft accoimtof H t4 
Mr. /W. As no man poflefled more* humanity^ 
(of id^h I have s^ady given a proof^ than die Se^ 
cretiEtfy at Wary die recital afforded him exquifiet 
pleafere. Bet fearing his nephew nnght be di& 
fieafed at the i>ficit manner in wkieh die infamiaA. 

lion 
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tiQii had been obtained, he requefted that we wouli 
keep the knowledge of it a profound fecret* 

I could not refill my curiofity of making further 
enquiries relative to an affair from which I reaped 
fo much fatisfa<Slion. . I, accordingly, tl)e next time 
his Lordihip had his alms- giving coat on, afked him 
what occafioned his wearing that Angular drefs ? 
With a fmile of ineffable fweetnefs he told me, that 
my curiofity fhould foon be gratified ^ for,, as we 
were congenial fiulsy he would ^ take tm^ with himt 
when he next vifited the place to. wlli^h his coat 
was adapted. A compliment more trul)^ flattering 
$md niore acceptable to me t^aor an^> I ever had, or 
could receive. 

The night before his intended vifit, his Lordihip 
requefted that I would be in readineis to go yAAi 
him the next mornbg. We then went together to 
that receptacle of mifery which he had (b often 
yifited, to the confolation of it$ inhabitants. His 
•Lordfhip would not fuffer me to enter the gate, left 
the noifomenefs of the place fliould prove difagree- 
^bk to me-; but he ordered the coachman to drive 
^o the George Inn in the Borough^ ^ere a dinner 
,was ordered for the happy wretches he was about to 
liberate. Here I had the pleafure of feeing near thirty 
perfons refcued from the j^ws of a loathfome prifon, 
at an inclement feafon of the year, it being Chrift- 
ma^i and not only i^^eafe^ from th^eir confinemenb 
; . i * but 
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but reftored to their families and friends, with fomc 
provifion from his Lordfliip's bounty for their im- 
mediate fupport. — I will not pretend to defcribe the 
grateful tribute his Lordfhip received upon the oc- 
cafion from the band hehadjuft fet free; nor the 
fatisfa£tion he reaped from the generous deed. I 
participated in the heavenly pleafure ; and never was 
'writne/s to a more delightful fcene. 

How fliall I tell the fequel of the tale ! — But it 
muft be told. — Yet whilft I do it, I am almoft ready 
to accufe Heaven of unkindnefe, in untimely cutting 
ofF fo fair, fo fweet a flower, the pride of the Englifh 
garden. His Lordfhip went fome few months after 
thefe beneficent a6ls, to vifit his eftates in Ireland, 
Where, being obliged, by the miftaken hofpitality of 
the country, to drink more than he was accuftom- 
ed to do, and that at a time when he was indifpofed 
from a violent cold, a fever, attended with a putrid 
fore throat, was the fatal confequence. And'^drop 
not J thoufelfijh tear !~^my amiable young friend was 
removed to thofe realms, where alone his expanded 
heart could find its benevolent propenfities indulged 
and rewarded. 

By the death 4>f tilis valuable young nobl^ssian, the 
poor were deprived of a generous benefadior, hrt ac- 
quaintance of a defirable companion, and the com- 
munity of one of its brighteft ornaments. But to no 
one was his lofs more grievous than to Major 

Vaughan^ 
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Faugharij to whom he was an unknown patron. 
The Major regularly received a benefaSion of fifty 
pounds every quarter, which he concluded to come 
from Earl Fitzwilliam \ that nobleman, with whom 
he had been bred up, having always held him in 
great efteem. But upon the death of Lord Digby^ 
the bounty was found to flow from his liberal 
purfe. 

The Major was, indeed, highly efteemed by every 
one tt^t had the pleafure. of knowing him. He had 
been bred up by liis father, with the hopes of fuc- 
ceeding to a large eftate. But the old gentleman 
dying fuddenly, and inteftate, the Major not being 
legitimate, his only inheritance was a good educa- 
tion, and one of the beft of hearts. And, notwith- 
fianding this difappointment, he was of a difpofition 
as cheerful as if he poiTeiTed millions. Juft fuch a 
man muft have been Uamleth Horatio*. The 
beauty of the defcription, added to the ilmilitude of 
the charafler^ tempts me to infert the whole of fo ap- 
plicable a paflage. 



^Mb 



doft thou hear ? 



' Sific* Htf dt«rf<m} w» Viiftreff olT her choice* 
Aild wM ofiBcn diftiii§ui(b« her cledioD 
Uiith fealldthee for-herfelf ; for thou baft beea 
jts mUf ift/ufferiftg all, tbatfujfers n^bing ; 
:A nuin, ibarfnmne^t bujfttu and tewardt 
^Hi^ ta^tn wkb^4quai tbtph t and Ueft avetlioref 

♦ Hamltt, Aa III. Scene IV. 
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IVhofe blood and judgment are fo well commingled 
That they arc not a pipe for fortune's finger. 
To found what ftop ihe pleafe. Give me the mant 
That is not paffion's flave, and I will wear him 
'fa -my h««it's core — ay, in my heart of heart. 
As I do thee. 

The length of ffly letter reminds me of drawing 
Edwards a conclufidn. I cannot, however, do To, till, 
Excited by the lofs 5f my much-regretted friend, I 
liave devote*d a few linfes to the cenfiire of that in- 
iudicious ctiftom whkh coft him his life. The idea 
3f hofpitality ehtertained by the inhabitants of our 
ifter kingdom, is certainly a falfe one ; or rather, 
:he error lies in its being carried to an imprudent 
extreme.— »-In their *€ftimation, hofpitality can be 
Jtily^fliewn, by |>revailing on their guefts to tafte 6( 
tvtry viand their ta1)les, which are in general luxuri- 
5UBy fpread, dOritain ; arid by forcing them to fit till 
fd many bottles are emptied. The greateft pleafurfc 
in Irifli gentleman can knew, is to fend his frieilds 
reelmg from his tjible.— iMiftaken people! — ^True 
hofpitality cottfifts In cbmbining an unreftraincd 
fircedwn, with a hdfpitable anxiety diat your guefts 
go aWay^eafed with the emertainment they have 
received.— Whitft you prefs widi a bdufttedus heart, 
and help witfi an iinfparfftg hand, never Icfe fight <>{ 
feat liberty i^filch done can inake ybur treats ac-. 
ccptabie. Remember that a JOtgiy fell by mn 'ill- 
timed ccfliipiflfion, G. A. B. 

2 LET- 
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LETTER LXI. 

April 15, 17 — • 



A D Y Caroline Fox^s indifpofition obliging her 
to go to Bath, the Secretary at War fpent the greateft 
part of his time with us. Mr. Pitt having attacked, 
in the Houfe of Commons, the memory of the late 
Lord Orford (Sir Robert Walpole\ who had been a 
pajfcrohboth to him and to Mr. Foi(\ the latter de- 
fended the caufe of his departed friend. This oc- 
cafioned the firft difierence between thefe two great 
men. The Secretary at War, however, procured 
by it his Sovereign's afFe<3ion, together widi his 
perfonal thants ; as his Majefty ftill retained a great 
regard for a nobleman who had been fo faithful a 
fervant to him- 

I will here attempt to give you the political cha- 
^afters of thefe two great competitors for glory, Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Pitt. Their qualifications were as 
different as their perfons. Mr. Pitt\ abilities, as an 
orator, were undoubtedly aftonifhing. Yet, at times, 
put the matter he had uttered upon paper, it appeared 
fup^rficial ; and it was often fatirical to a degree of 
^bufe. His perfon claimed your admiratio;i. With 
an elegance and grace which led your mind captive 
while he fpoke, and with eyes that darted fire, he 

generally 



G. A. B £ L L A M Y« 73 

generally beganlow, but at length gradually worked 
himfelf up, as well as his auditors, to a drain of en-^ 
thufiafm. His voice was powerful, and at the fame 
time melodious ; particularly the middle pitch of if, 
which fecured articulation, and prevented the laft 
word from being loft. He was likewife one of the 
beft a^ors I ever faw. I will not even except Gar^ 
rick. To evince which, I will relate a fcenc I had 
the pleafure of being a witnefs to. 

An honourable ♦ relation of Mr. Pittas generally 
thought fit, during the time he was Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, to entertain the houfe of Commons 
with founding forth his own praife. This egotift 
one day fpokc an euloge on himfelf, in which he 
too frequently repeated the word where. Mr. Pittas 
patience being exhaufted, he arofe from his feat with 
inexpreffible grace, and feemed to be making his 
M^ayout of the houfe. But flopping ftibrt, when 
he came clofe to the minifter, who was ftill fpeaking, 
hefung aloud, with great humour, " Gentle (hep* 
'' herd, tell me where^ tell me wt^ere : gentle (hep- 
" herd, tell me where,*^ And he continued to do fo, 
till he reached the lobby. This occafioned an uni- 
verfal laugh 5 and the right honourable fpeaker re- 
tained the nickname of Gentle Shepherd for the re- 
mainder of his life. 

'-' Mr. George Gi-cnyirie. 

VOL. III. E Whether 
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Whether k was from indifpofition, or to convince 
his hearers, that he could lead them with one hand, 
I knowfiot, but Mr. P/«oftfcn had his left hand in 

4 

% fling. The natural grace he poflefRd, and the ac- 
quirements he was matter of, put it, however, out 
of the power of any fituation or attitude to rendei: 
bim^npleafing. 

His contempory, Mr. Fox, neither equalled him 
in voice, manner, or perfon. But he greatly fur- 
pa^Ied hirri in fojid judgment, quick difcernment, 
and an unbiafled, unalterable amor paina.- As he 
did not deal (o much in the flov/ers of rhetoric as 
Mr. Pitt, his fpeeches did not ftrike fo forcibly, till 
con£]dered. But they were founded on the firmef! 
bafis^ truth, - • His voice was fonorous, but his deli- 
very^ :at times, was not fo pleafing as it was at 

Others. 

From the length of the debates occafioned by 

thia xiv^Ukfip, the Houfe frequently fat very late. It 
has often been 'morning before we fat down to din- 
ger. And we feldom had lefs in number at our 
table,, even at that hour, than twenty. The mailer 
of the houfe increafed his fortune by this refort of 
company, but he by no means cultivated his under- 
ftanding) pdifhed his manners, or opened his heart. 
The latter ftill continued as fordid as ever, except 
indeed in his table, on which he fpared no expence, 

as 
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as he , was a vpluptuary, in the ftrideft kiafe of tl^ 
word. 

His brother, Mr. Thomas Calcrafi^ l^d boen in* 
debted to him for an education, at the fame fchool 
he himfelf had been bred, at Leicefter. And my 
gentleman thinking, as he was the elder, and th^ 
firft hope of the auguft family, that the younger ought 
not to be more learned than himfelf, he quarrelled 
with me for infifting that he fliould be placed, for 
fome time, at the, academy in Soho-fquare. This 
young nlan was, in every point, a contraft to h-^ 
nifl Jack^ now tranflated to 'Squire John Ckdcraft^ 
He was genteel in his figure, with a face, which, 
had it not been for the ravages of, the fmall pox^ 
would have been handfome. In his difpofition he 
was generous, and as unlike his brother, in every 
refpedt, cxtept the love of the bottle, as it was pof- 
fible for two hu^nan beings to be. 

When he came to a proper age, Mr. Cakraft 
got him a commiflion in the army, where his rifq^ 
as may be fupppfed from his brother's great iniereft, 
was extremely rapid. Being about to fet off to 
join his regiment in Scptlai^d, his brother nobly gave 
him two guineasj over and above what was to pay 
his ftage. And iipon my expoftulating with him 
upon the impropriety of fuch a meafure., he told mc 
that I made the boy, by my indulgence, as extra- 
vagant as myfelf. To which he added, tbj^t he was 
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glad he was going where he muft correS it. As 
it was impoflible for me to defpife the mean wretch 
more than I did, and as I would as foon have at- 
tempted to ftop Folly in her courfe, or to have 
folved the moft difficult problem in Euclid^ as to en- 
deavour to reform fuch an animal, I made no an- 
fwer to this refleftion. 

Mr. Fax made a point of 'procuring for his Com- 
mis every thing within the reach of his intereft, or 
of his power with his Majefty, which was then 
very great. Befides ninety regiments to which Mr* 
Calcraft was agent, and likewife fix independant 
companies, together with the coals and clothing to 
the colonies, he had been named pay-maftcr to the 
board of works, and deputy com miflary of the muf- 
ters. His Majefty having frequent occafion to fign 
his name to papers, wherein my gentleman was 
mentioned, he was led to enquire who his beloved 
coufin ♦ John Calcraft was ? This notice of his So- 
vereign, added to his princely income, made him 
conceive himfelf really a man of great confequence ; 
and determined him to fatlsfy the royal curiofity, 
and commence courtier on the next birth-day. 

As mytafte in drcfs induced the gentlemen to 
confult me as well as the ladies, Mr. Calcraft did 
me the honour to a(k my advice upon this impor- 



* In all patents the term ctujiu is ufed. 
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tant occafion. As he was a man of bufinefs, I re- 
commended him to have a brown reteen, •wHiich at 
that time was qiwch wore, with a white fattin lining, 
and gold buttons. This drefs I thought would at once 
be fuitable to his profeilion as a financier) and hide 
his ungenteel deportment and uncouth figure, which, 
by the bye, was not unlike that of a drayman. But 
not approving of my fancy, he determined to follow 
his own ; which, when the Iong-expe£led day ar- 
rived, afforded great entertainment to my company 
as well as myfelf. 

The day at length arrived, and upon it all thofe 
who had confulted me with regard to their drefs, 
and thofe who upon other occafions vifited me, 
came, in their way to Court, to make their obei- 
lance, and to fliew their clothes. Lady Rochfordy 
being in mourning at this time for her father, which 
prevented her from going, her Lady£hip did me. 
the honour to fpend the day with me, in order to 
partake, in fome degree, of the pleafure of it,; 
The bevy of belles and beaux who called upon me 
was no inconfiderable one. And among them, to 
my unfpeakable furprize, who fhould make his ap« 
pearance but my own would-be beau, bedizened 
out in a milk-white coat, apparements of blue veU 
vet, waiftcoat and breeches of the fame, and a-% 
dorned with embroidered filver frogs. 

The grotefqe figure he cut induced the Countefk 
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of Rochford, in the firft emotions of her furprize, to' 
cry out, " jth^ queUe figure !'* The exclamation 
ftituck the gentleman fo forcibly, that he haftily re-' 
thred, and left us to laugh and pafs our comments up- 
on his abfurditj% — I have often wondered how perfons, 
without being able to form the leaft prctenfions to tafte 
in drefs, will venture, by adopting their own ideas, to 
render theiYtfelves confpicuoufly ridiculous. They do 
notconfider, that fafhion is the child of adoption, 
aand more arbritary, wbilft (he reigns, than even ^e 
Grand Sultan. — Whether Mr. Galcraft went to 
Court in hi$ fitie clothes I know not, nor ever 
gave myMf Che pains to enqt^^rre. But, at dinner,' 
he appeared in his blue frock; and, till he haid 
drenched himfelf with campaign, which hi; draivic 
as fmall beer, he feemed to be mortified %t having, 
in the forenoon, contributed to the mirth of the 
company. 

£ome time sifter he prefented me with liis piSiifre 
in niiniature, drawn in the very identical dothes be 
had worn on the birth-day. but here his patfimi^y 
would not permit him to make the pre&^ a gented 
©«.. Far, not willing to put bimfelf to Ac cx- 
pence of brilUamts, be iiad it fet round with rofe 
diamonds* As ^always had an invincible averfion 
to any finery, which was not the compleatcft of the 
kind, I never wore the piSure, nor do I know what 
became of it^ 

Our 
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Our brother Tom foon returned from Scbtland, 
nd was honoured with a commiilion in the guards. 
[e now rofe to the dignity of being my dangler, 
ind as I had become as fond of him as if he had 
eally been my brother, I took fome pains to po- 
fh him. The ground was good> and repaid the 
lllage. The 'Squire, however, remained totally 
inimproveable. His ignorance was beyond belief j 
nd be gave the moft glaring proof of it one day. 
)eing upoo a party at Cli^tien, and the company 
iidmiring t)ie gladiator, he ilmply a(ked what a gla- 
liator was ? The company were greatly furpri^ed, 
IS jcm /may natorally fnippofe. The noble hoil) 
lOfwevcr, endeavoured to cover the ignorance of 
li; gueft. But^tvwr afterwards linfifted upon his 
filenoe, in cafes of this-kifid, at leaft, ^en I Was 
piefent* At tht the* fame -time, I exprefTed my 
Airpme, that, as -he piqued^imf^f on being a pro- 
ficient in :tltegr<iat art (df b<i^f»g, he Aiotild-be un* 
a<^itaiiiced with his ekfeft brother tfee prize-fighter. 
"From tiiis timer be was generallyiitent in com- 
pany. And as. lie never attempted any thing like 
wit himfelf, he endeavoured to ^appear to under- 
ftand it in others. This appearance, iiowever, was 
of the fame fpecies as the admiration of Boniface for 
the Latin Language; though he did not underftand 
a word of it, he loved and honoured the found. 
Never was a character more juftly defined than his, 
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in the following inimitable lines of Shakfperc * : 

The man that Jiath notmuiic inhimfelf, 
Nor is not moved with concords of fweet founds. 
Is fit for treafons, ftratagems, and fpoils ; 
The motions of his fpirit are dull as night, 
And his a£fedtions dark as Erebus : 
Let no fuch man be trufted. 

To this perfeik delineation of his characScr, it is 
almoft unneceffary to make any addition. I mirft, 
however, as it is become the prefent fubjedl: of my 
4)en, enlarge a little upon it. 

As I have already obferyed, he had naturally a 
found underftanding. His mental facultijes were 
ftrong. And had they been properly cultivated, had 
he received the advantages of a good education, he 
would have been a dangerous member of fociety. 
For he was ambitious to a degree ; and cared not at. 
what e:q)ence, or rifque, he carried his amibitious 
views into execution. In the fame manner he gra-, 
tified all his paffions. But, upon every other occa> 
fion, he was cold even to cowardice. He was, be- 
fides, rapacious, infolent, and mean to the loweft 
pitch of parflmony. 

Such was the wretched being I thought I W2is 
doomed to fpend my life with— who was to be the 

'• Merchant of Venice, A£l V, Scene I. 
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jartakcr of all my pleafures and all mjr cares— to 
whom I concluded I was united by, indiflbluble 
bonds. 

I fliQuld not here draw fuch an 'unfiavourable pic- ^ 
ture of a man who has fo long fince been defpifed 
and forgotten, had he not prevented the publication 
of a letter of mine to him, which I advertifed fome 
years fince, and which contained a portrait of him, 
drawn in much ftronger colours. Had this letttr 
been publifhed, it would probably have fhortenedi 
his days, as he had at that time dared to get a right 
honourable intimate of his to introduce him as an 
honourable lover to a younger branch of one of the 
firfl: families in the kingdom. 

I muft juft mention, that I am indebted to him 
for one pecuniary favour, and only one,, during the 
nine years and a half we lived, or rather breathed to- 
gether. Captain Frank O^Hara^ my brother, whom 
I feldom heard of or faw, but when he was in want 
of money, or in confinement, fent me a note, ac- 
quainting me, that he was arretted^ and confinect 
at a fhcrifF'^s officer's houfe in Stanhope-Street^ Glare j 
market, for a dept of fixty pounds, which his &-. 
ther. Lord Tyrawky^ refufed to pay for him. Upon 
my fhewing the note to Mr^ Cakraft^ he took the 
direftion down, and immediately went to the place- 
He there found the fon oi MarSy accompanied by 
a fur attendant upon Venus \ and having difcbarged 

E 5 th^ 



$t tat Lt^ t of^ 

the debt, brougkt my brother iiotne with him. Up- 
an his return, be gave me fuch a defcription of the 
tranfactiorij as carried with it an appearance of 
humour, though of low humour. And this was the 
only time he was ever abk to pleafe me. 

What a dcchration from a woman, whofe heart 
was caft in one of nature's fofteft moulds ; and who 
was fo fufceptible of even the minutiae of courtefy, 
as to be ever ready to exclaim with that moft Qif- 
ceptible of mortals, Sterne, " Hail ye fmall fw^et 
" courtefies of life, for fmooth do ye make the 
" road of it ! Like grace and beauty, which beget 
" incliriations to love at firft fight : 'tis ye who open 
^* this door and let the ftranger in." 

G. A. B. 
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April 23^ 17 — * 

Ji H E time of ray benefit approaching, my night 
happened to be fixed, fo as to h\\ on tl^at of Mrs* 
Cibber-y a^id as that ia<fy^s rntereft and min^.daflied, 
jand it was likewife ^n opera night, I requeftedMj^s^ 
Hamilton to let me have her Monday, and. take m 
exchange my Saturday. Tiie credit ^f having xhf^ 
fr/i b^npfi^ in the feafon prevailed,* and ihe con* 
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fcnted to -c*xchange with nrvc. As her intereft did 
not lie among the box people, it Nvas immaterial to 
her. ' 

She accordingly fixed on the **Riv2ir Queens.'*' 
And notwithftanding . it happened to be a very wet 
afternoon, a great eoncowrfe of people for the fecond 
gallery attended. As -foon as that part of the houfe 
was full, ihe difpofed of the oversow in the boxes 
and upon the ftage ; wifely preferring their twofliil- 
lings a-piece to empty benches. The heat of the 
houfe occafioned the wet cloaths of the dirpptng audi* 
ence to fend forth odours not quite fo fweet as thofe 
of Arabia. -, 

Not being accuftonied to fuch effluvise, t gave the 
preference to 1 avendar- water ; with which I impreg- 
nated my handkerchief, and held it to my face. Mr. 
jR^, who played Alexander^ happened that night to be 
4n one of his ^<5?ryf difpofitions, and intending to do 
the part juftice, which was fully in his poWer, when 
he did not €hoofe to walk over the courfe, he enquir- 
ed why I hid my face from liim whilfl he was paying 
homage to my Quecnfhip. I, as ufual, played SMtra, 
To which 1 anfwered, that I did it becaiife I was 
juft fufibcated with the ftench ; the people -fmelling 
fo of tripe that they were horridly offenfive. - 

The Gentleman, out of humour jit my delitacy, 
put what I -had uttei^d. into his, own tramontane 
language, and told the lovely Roxana^ that I had faid 
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her zniience Jlunky Enraged at fo great an indignity- 
thrown on fuch a number of her worthy- friends, who 
had endangered their lives, from being wet to the 
Ikin, in order to pay their rcfpe^^s t<f her, (he formed 
a refolution to mortify me in my. turn. 

Accordingly on the Monday, at half an our after 
fix,juft before the play fhould have been begun, fhe 
fent me word that (he would not perform the charac- 
ter of Lady Graveairs. It became necefl&ry, from fo 
late a diiappointmenti to make an appology to the 
audience, for the delay that muft enfue. Rofs^ who 
loved mifchief as well as he had done whilft at Weft^ 
minfter-School, enjoyed the ftorm which he himfelf 
had raifed, and would not make the Apology. Smith 
had kindly undertaken to play Lord Foppington \ but 
he was fo frightened, that he could not do it. Lady 
Betty. vn% therefore obliged to (how her flounces aiKl 
furbeloes before their time, in order to requeft the 
patience of the audience, till Mrs. Vincent could drefs 
for the part which Mrs. Hamilton was to have 
performed. 

My petition was granted with repeated plaudits j 
and vyith an aflurance from Mr. Town and his aflbci- 
ates, that they would revenge my caufe. This they, 
did the very next night ; when Mrs, Hamilton played 
the Queen in the " Spanifli Friar," and myfelf 
Elvira^ The majefty of Spain then appeared in all 

the 



r 



G« A. BEL L-A J^ Y. 85 

the pomp offalfe jiwels. She was fo reonarkably-fond 
of thefe felfe gems, that CoUey Cibber compart; her 
head to a fiirze-buih ftuck round with glow-wornasif 
as her hair was extremely dark^ and ihe had an ob* 
je£tion to wearing powder. 

Upon her entrance, flie was faluted in a warmer 
manner than fhe wiflied, and was prevented for feme 
time from fpeaking by that moft difagreeable of all 
founds to a dramatic ear, whether author or per- 
former, hijfe$^ At length, upon the tumult's ceafing 
a little, ihe advanced, and addrefled the audience in 
the following Demofthenean ftile : " Gemmen and 
" ladies ! I fuppofe as how you hifs me, becaufe I 
^ did not play at Mrs. Bellamy''^ benefit. I would 
" have preform'd but fhe faid as how my audience 
" ftunk, and were all /n^^ people." When the fair 
fpeechefier had got thus far, the pit feemed one and 
all tranfported at her irrefiftible oratory* For with, 
one voice they encored her, crying out at the fame 
time, " Well faid, Tripe!'* A title which fhe retain- 
ed till fhe quitted the theatre. 

Having mentioned in the foregoing anecdote^ that 
Mr. Smith played Lord Foppington^ I muft juft ob- 
ferve, that his performance of that charadier was fo 
much beyond expe£btion,that Ihave often wondered 
he did not purfue that line of idling. Nor is his ex- 
cellence in performing the part, my only motive for 

introducmg 
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lntre(luciRg^4^t gentleman againto your notice ; it 
is liliewife to give you a fpecimen 6f his wit, and his 
promptitude to take advantage 6f an incidental 
ctrcuMnftance, which the charaftcr gave hiift an op- 
portunity of doing. 

Mrs. HamUttrn's refufal to play for my benefit, 
brought on a converfation in the Green-'Room ; 
^tiring which, I fooHQily feid " I never am two hours 
** in the feme mind ; for the divine Shakfpere^ as well 
" as RoUln^h?LWt painted Cleopatraj^s aftuated by the 
•* fame fentiment." 

Mr. Smithy who was prefent, did not let fo fingular 
a declaration pafs unnoticed, and he inftantly deter- 
iHined to make a proper advantage of it. Accord- 
ingly, as we were playing together the charafters of 
Ixird Foppingf on and Lady Betty Modtjh^ upon my 
liking the apology in the laft fcene, with an inex- 
pifieifible graefe, and a nonchaknce which happily be- 
^ttve the chara<fter, he made ^ the following reply : 
after refpeJStfully bowing, he faid with a fmile, **G, 
" Madam ! I beg your kdyfhip will hot be under the 

* C^ffAifion of an apology <m my acoouvit, fori am 
** never furprifed but when a lady continues in the 

* faWie mind two Jiours together. It was that en- 
^-Chanting variety whidi captivated the imperial 
"Anthony, and made him think 4 world well loft, in 
«» ^aiftingiCfe^^/ri?.'* 

I^dbtfhl not help laughing at the humourous im* 

promptu, 
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protxYptu, and the audience^ although ^ey wsrenm- 
acquainted with the circuinftances that had.occa(|on- 
ed i^ ihowed, by their loud pbudits, their a{i{>roba^ 
tion of it. , , 

The feafon turned out more^ lucrative to the pm- 
prietpr than he had reafon to hope, from the weak- 
nef? of his company ; especially as it was oppofedby 
Garrtcij Moffip^ PFoedward^ Cibber^ Clive^ and 
^Pritchard, At the conclofion of it, I found my&lf 
prefled for money. Ihad encreafed my debt with 
Mifs Meredith to twelve hundred pounds ; and I 
owed as much* more to Deard, Mq£inemje^ and 
Lazarus^iox an addition I had made to my jewels. 

This being my fituation, I determined to cpme to, 
a ferious explanation with Mr. Cakfaftk ^ But he 
always had foch crouds^ gI[ company, th^t Iif^ar0^y 
e^r was with him alone. I likewil^ was prjevented 
hf. that in^preflible averfn^n I always had to 
entep* into a conyerfetipn on money mattery* Aitd 
nM>rje .particularly fo, when I had occ^afipn to folicit 
from the p^rfon I defpifed, what he Would terih it 
favour. This made me prefer bortowing fome 
hundr^^ ,pf Mr. ^(^rks\ which he was happy to 
leiid vmti 1^^ he forefavy^^a retuifn ti^at in<hc end dpubly 
repaid hi<)^. ; , ♦ 

Th^ .pr«6?rtt ffumniet W»s produfikive of npthing 
j^grceabje. Lord Tyrawl^ wr^te to his lady^ r^quefti 
ing that^he would join with him in difjtefiitg of -th^s 

-,,7 Blejftngton 
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BleJJington eftate. This eftate was to come to Ladjr 
Tyrawky upon die death of her brother, the Earl, wha, 
together with his lady, were rn a deep declme, brought 
on by the lofs of an only fon. Upon this occafion her 
ladyfliip aflced my advice. I gave it as my optnion, 
that (be ought to return his Lordfliip a pofitive denial. 
For, a?s he had already dHpofed of every acre of his 
own eftate; and from having brought him no fortune, 
flie had only a nominal^ eight hundred pounds a-year,. 
badly paid; fo that if his Lordfhip died before hei", 
flie would have nothing to live upon but her penfion 
as a General'i^ widow; I tofd her the eftate he 
requefted her to feH would prove a good referve 
for her* 

Her Ladyfhip accordingly followed my advice j. 
which I ingenuoufly acknowledge I was the more in- 
duced to give her,, as^ (he had frequently (aid, flic 
would leave what flie died poflelfed of to myfelf and my 
children. She immediatly wrote him word, ^ That 
•* flie was fenfible of her duty as a wife, though his 
** Lordfliip, till then, hadforgpt he was^ her huftand^ 
•' And as he had given fuch incontrovertible proofs of 
** his difregardforher,fliemuftfofartakecareofherfelf 
•* as to prevent her having nothing but an Irifli title 
♦* to fupport her in cafe of his demife." She addedy 
" thatif ht6 lordfliip could inform her how to difpofe 
" of that title, flic was very willing to fell it st 
**^ bargain^'* 

LorcE 
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Lord Tyrawley^ in return, wrote her Ladyfhip, 
Th^t he had alwa}^ thought her head was bad, but 
now he was convinced her heart was equally fb.'* 
To this Lady Tjrawley inftantly replied, " My Lord^ 
" T never piqued myfelf upon the goodnefs of my 
" head ; and my heart has been fo lopg- in your 
** Lordlhip's pofleffion, I really cannot anfwer for it," 
This laconic epiftle highly ofFended him. And 
having heard of her Ladyfhip's intimacy with me, he 
imagined I had diftated it. He, however, gave mc 
credit for what I had no daim to 5 as I adlually 
knew nodiing of the anfwer, till fomc days after it was 
fent away. 

I was juft at this time obliged to go to Malmfbury, 
to vifitfome ladies, who took particular care tofeed their 
poultry in an extraordinary manner for my reception, 
and who difgufted me as much with their over-grown 
appetites, as with their infipid converfation. From 
thence I propofed going to Briftol. But as my laft 
expedition to that place was fliortened by illnefsj fo 
this was prevented by a concern of another nature. 
I was remanded back on account of there being, 
very unexpefiedly, a contefted eleftion at Windfor, 
for which place Mr., Fox was member. Notwith- 
ftanding his Royal flighncfs the Duke of Cumber- 
land had been fo uncommon a bcnefa<Sor to that 
town, and a conftant employer of the poor of it, the 
inhabitants were fo ungrateful as* to (upport a perfon^ 

almoft 
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almoft ui^nowiii in oppofition to the Duke's avowed 
friend Mr» Fox. They were however unfuc- 
ccfsfuL 

As feveralof my intimates lived in the neighbour- 
hood, who had influence with the voters, and to whom 
it was thought neceflary that I ihould apply in perfon, 
to folicit their ii>tereft for Mr. Fox^ an exprcfswas 
fent to me ; and I hafte^ed away to this place of 
noife andfconfuiloii. As foon.as I arrived, I deilred 
Sir Francis Dilaval to endeavour to find out Mr. 
j^&^^tfiS^ afolicitor^who was>avery buftling man, and 
well veried in electioneering. ailairs. He had offered 
his fervice to Mr. Foxhy me ; but the offer was re- 
fuied^upcuiaccoimtofr his 'partiality for Mr. De;)Qty 
PaUrfm. In conibquence of this.refufal he attached 
himfelfto Mr. Pitt\ who afterwards appointed him 
l^oUcitor .of the TreaAuqf, and rewarded him with 
many other emoluments. 

As I was ftandipg rat the door of the inn, waiting 
for Sir Francises return, with Mafter Fox^ late Lord 
HoUandyhy my fsde, a fellow came i^p with a blud* 
geonin.his hand, .and^med -a blow at the young 
gentleofi^jj^ cr^ng at the fame time, " No Foxes ! 
*!* nftDfxiesP* ProvidentiaHy a perfon behind le- 
velled the fellow to the. ground, juft time enough to 
prevent the blow from taking effpSl. Sir Francis 
Vilaval ictuxncd at that inils^it with Mr. Nuthally 
and this fellow was fecured. But as it was judged 

that 
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that he was fui9iciently punifhcd for his b^talrty by 
the feverity of the blow he had received, and by tbe 
hruifes his fail had occaiioned, . he was fufFered to 
de|&rt, on promifing not to intermeddle any more 
with the eletSlion. ,* 

- The alarm Mafter jRwr received from this inci- 
dent, had fuch an eWeSt upon his mind, that it 
brought on him a diforder, named St, Vitus*% Dance ; 
w^ch affiled him, upon any little djfappotntnwnt br 
vexation, to a moft violent degree, and he kboored 
iv^er it for feveral years. > 

. The next wmter, I was witnefe to ^ parpxyifmioC 
lUs^ difotdtf , wkkh muchabmned ine« rB^^th HbA. 
)p6*Mag ge^aiJcftaen i being come from StNi^ ttttf) 
\^ilefl upon nl^: t^r^queft that I would ufe ttiQrknM 
tcreft wi^ Mr^jRw*,.-!© get the. tragedy of ^ AUcm-i 
" Wilder** perfi«rmed tlie «ext night; M^ftcr CifeprAij 
luting heard; fach an account oS it as; les^cited hif iciir^ 
riofity. The^F waited in my dreffing-roQm :vWMt L 
font to the manager. , But, for fome r^a^Mi wbick I: 
cpuld never find out, Mr. Rich fent back a^efiHlel.: 
The vexation occafioned by this difjippG^itvCment^ 
brought the fit fo violently on Mafter jp4yjr, th^ ^: 
frightalmoft deprived me of fenfeji and it was feme 
time before I recovered. 

When I returned to HoUwood from Windfbr, I 
went acrofs the country, in order to avoid London; 
and made what hafte I could, in expectation 0£ 

finding 



92 THELIFEOF 

finding fome agreeable company there. But, to my 
great furprife, there was no pcrfon but Do6lor 
Francis J who was now become one of the family. 
I had long promifed a vifit to that fon of wit and hu- 
mour, Foote^ who then occupied one of Sir yohn 
Vanburgh*^ houfes upon Black- Heath. This Teem- 
ing a favourable opportunity, I propofed to the 
Doftor to take a ride over the next day. 

The i*everend gentleman cheerfully confenting, 
we mounted our horfes, and fet out for the refidence 
of the celebrated Ar'ijiophanes. We found with hiiB 
Mr. Murphy^ and an author of the name bfClealanJ. 
As We had arrived at tht$ habitation of laughter 
early, and there was no garden to walk in, or lands 
toamufc U6y by way of relaxation, till the convivial 
meal made its appearance, the maftei* of the houfe 
propofed going to the fale of the Dutchefs of Bobon*s 
furniture. This celebrated lady had lately pdd the 
debt of nature. And as (he was elevated to her high 
rank through her excellence in playing PoOy Peachum^ 
as is well known, I wifhed to fee her refidence. I 
therefore readily confehted to the propofal, and foon 
remounted my horfe. 

After waiting fome time at the door, without the 
the gentlemen appearing, I fent in my fervant to 
expedite them. Upon which Mr. Murphy came 
out laughing, and informed me, that th^ DoSor's 
lacerdotal dignity ha4 juft paid him a vifit, and re- 

prefented 
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prefented it to him as inconfiftent with his cloth, to 
appear with an ^Strek in public. How fuch a whim 
could ftrike him at that moment, when he not only 
condefcended to live in the houfe with me, but gladly 
accepted of a place in my box at the opera, plays, 
and oratorios, I did not give myfelf the trouble to 
account for, as it was truly ridiculous. 

At the fame time I poilefled too much apadiy to 
take offence at the ab£urdity of a man, who, upon 
other occafions, I had obferved to be guilty of the 
fame kind of folly, though not pointed peribnally at 
me. For, before this fooliih freak, he had always 
treated me with the.higheft refpe£l, and an apparent 
gratitude; both of which he teftified by a demeanour 
nearly bordering on fervility. .Nor could I account 
for this fudden alteration, unlefs it vras the refult of a 
little debate which happened at breakfaft between 
him and me, relative to MaJorC^ " £kgy to Dr. 
*' Hurd," printed with his « Caradbcus." This 1 
warmly admirijig, and the Dodlor not happening to 
be that morning in a mopd to fuffer contradiction^ 
he propably took this method to repay me for daring 
to praife any production but his own ** Demoft* 
" henes." He had juft tranilated that work; and 
though the tranflation was almoft as frigid as his 
*' Eugenia," his patron Mr. Fox raifed a fubfcrip* 
tlon for him, which amounted to a thouland guineas* 
We, however, fet off widiout the iandimonious 

divine J 
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divine; and, at our return, found that he had 
mounted his prancing nag, and taken himfelf back 
to HoUwood; leaving good company, an excellent, 
dinner, and what he preferred to every other ^arddy 
happinefs, curious claret^ together virith the fociety of 
Ccmus^s&vova'M fon, a treatihat was fought after by 
every one who had a nedifh for genuine wit and hu» 
mour. Mt. Foote excited a laugh at the Dodlor's 
fixpence, by declaring, that at times he poflefTed the 
pride and infolence of a Cardinal IFolfigy ; whilft, at 
others, he had the meannefs, fervility, and black* 
guardi^m of a Buckhorfe^ Having ordered the chaife 
tO'Come for me in the evening, I fet off for London, 
tnftead of returning to HoUwood; and Idt the Do£tor 
to keep .company with himfelF. . 

Was it not for a few inftances which we find 
ftrewed thinly here and theife, in the records of the 
actions of mankind) there would be great room to 
doubt whether gratitude even grows on this fterile 
globe of ours.— It ecrlainlyis an exotic $ and ther^ 
feem to be hut few minds in which it finds a kindly 
foil.— y A review of fome of my foregoing lietters will 
piiwrc, beyond a contradiction, that the feed of this 
fame virtue had either nevet- been planted'by nature 
yithe hrcaft oi, the goodDoAorj or that it? had' «ot 
r^civcd due cukure ; or elfe, that \i was chouked; 
wbfB; it put .'forth its earlieft buds,- by the liativ^ 
baecs^aadlbiiUec, pride, arrogance, felfiibnefs, and 
t . ^ . deceit. 
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[ <kcett, which there grew luxuriantly around it.- * 
Which was the caufe of die want of Ais ncceflary 
property of a good mind, I wiQ not pretend to dc- 
teroiine. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LXIII. 

April 29, 17 — . 

HEN I arrived in town, I found that Mr. 
Calcraft had fet off for Grantbam^ to preferve his 
fifter from the wicked arts of falfe, deluding man. 
Mr. MedltMe^ of Whom I have made mention in 
one of my former letters to you, had vifited that 
place, and laid out all his attractions to captivate 
Mifs Calcraft. This young lady, who was of a 
fprighdy difpofition, and tired of living a fmgle life, 
lent a. willing ear to the addrefles of this accompliftied 
fellow, and vainly fuppofed he would marry her. 
But finding her niifiake, fhe wrote her brother word 
of her fituation. 

My hero fet out, with a determined refolution to 
avenge the caufe of his infulted family. But, having 
time to r^€cBc6l himfdf during his journey down, 
he thought it would be imprudent to rifque his life. 
He therefore wifely chofe to bring his filler up to 
London, rather than call her lover to account for 

4 his 
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his prefumption. This v^as become the more nc- 
ceflary, as the affair had made fomc noife in the 
town; and a countiy town is generally the feat of 
fcandal and gofliping. 

It happened unfortunately that the fame poft which 
had conveyed him an account of his fifter's danger, 
brought him a letter from his brother, Captain Cal- 
craft J who was upon a recruiting party at Hunting- 
don. Being upon a vifit to an Earl, who lives in 
the neighbourhood, and who loved gambling more 
than proprtetyy the boy had been prevailed upon by 
his Lordfhip to fit down to play, and had loft to him 
two hundred pounds ; which being a debt of honour, 
he had paid it out of the money in his hands belong* 
ing to the regiment; and to re-place which fum he 
had been obliged to draw on his brother. 

The 'Squire, impatient of this double family crofs, 
had fent back the bill protefted, juft before he fet ofF. 
This was on the evening of my arrival in town from 
Foote\ and the letter had been fent to the Poft- 
office. One of the clerks, named Tf^tlHs^ came im- 
mediately to inform me of the event. Trembling 
at the confequence of the young man's being brought 
to a court-martial, which would have been attended 
with a perpetual difgrace, we confulted what was to 
be done upon this occafion. Though I had not the 
money, I could borrow it ; but the chief difficulty 
lay in getting the letter out of the Poft-office. 

2 Mr. 
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. Mr, Calcraft had taken LomI Tyra^tk/sthret Jam • 
for his arms. And the government plate, left to us 
and our children by General ^r^^^iUk^i^ having, be- 
iides the royal arms^ a greyhound for the creft, he had 
added that to the borrowed coat. ' I fortunately . 
recollefied, that my miUiner, Mrs* Jordan^ was re- 
lated to the fecretary attire poft-ofiice. ; Upon which,. 
I went to her, and having borrowed the money, pre;- 
vailed upon her to take my feal, which was nearly 
the fame as Mr, Cakrafi% together with a bank bill 
for the fum, to the office, and ufe her intereft widi . 
her relation to fubftitute it in the place of the pro- 
tefted bill. This ftie accompliihed to my great, 
fatisfadtion. And as foon Mr. Calcraft\ ill-hu- 
mour fubfided, he repented oi what he had done. 
Not, I believe, out of affedlion for iis brother, but 
upon account of thc'difgrace, which would naturally 
have recoiled upon him. 

As foon as he arrived in town with his fifter, he 
defired I would look out for a place vdiere (he. 
could lodge and board, till fome family in die coun- 
try could be found in which fhe mightbc c^ibly fet- 
•ded. Mrs. Jordan^ the milliner, juft mentioned, was 
a woman of family, and being connected wi|h, andv 
related to, feveral perfilns of diftindion in Wales, 
file had an amazing deal of bufinefs. To this gentle- 
woman I applied upon the occafion, and prevailed 
upon her to take Mifs Calcraft as a temporary 

F boarder. 



i)V^ i'tfE LITE 0# 

boarder; And ih a fliort time, by ber means, fhcr 
wsfe placed in ia family in EffexJ Mr. Chkraft 21- 
feftedrto be very fond of his fitter, but he loved his 
nioney better.' Arid had I not taken cat^ of her ward- 
robe, fee would have made but an indifferent ap- 
pftirance. For the family, in which fee was placed, 
was that of a widow lady, who kept her^carriage, had 
a'gobd jointure, and whbfe only inducement to take ' 
her was fbr'thc fake of company. 

By the return of the poft Mr. Calcraft was fur- 
ptifed to receive a letter of thanks from his bro- 
ther*^ <5n the firft reading of it, he imagined it 
vvas meant ironically. But rccollefting that the boy 
ftood ih too much lawe of him, to venture to jeft 
with his fuppofed confequence, he guefled what I 
had^ done* And toming to me, in the fulnefs of 
hk heart, he returned me the money with a thoufand 
thanks, and called me his preferver. I really believe, 
Jtadlhad courage to afk him for any fum juft at that- 
time, he would Have given it me; But thinking it 
would look mean to make an advantage of what I 
was led by affefiion to do, and which would have the 
appearance of my being induced by pecuniary mo- 
tives, an idea that was foreign to my heart, I milled 
my opportunity. 

I was now fo immerged in bufmefs, that I had not 
time to think of my being fo much involved, or of 
any means Xa extricate myfelf. I had a beautiful fet 

of 
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rfliorfes made me a prefent of, which added to my 
cxpcncev For Mr. Calcrafi would not give the keep 
of them, as he faid hehad more than fuificient to keep 
already, I would gladly have refired from the ftage, ' 
but the money I got there was abfoluteJy necdfiil.' 
This induced me to make a hew agreement with Mr. 

kicL : 

\ During the winter, ^ Romeo and Juliet" being 
l>c(p6ik:e by fbftie perfons oftjuality, Lady CoventYyy 
(late Mifs Maria Gunning) with fome other ladies 
of Ihe firft diftinftion, were in the ftage-box, 1 have 
already mentioned my intimacy with this beautiful 
woman, when fhe was a girl, and the circumftances 
Wliich occasioned it.- But I had not feen her fince 
that time, except a few days before her marriage, 
when (he did me the favour to call upon me, on 
a little pecuniary bufmefs. 

In the fcene, where Juliet drinks the fuppofed poi- 
Ton, juft as I was got to the moft interefting part of 
that folitdquy, It was interrupted by a loud laugh, 
which iflfued from the box where her ladyfhip fat. 
The iilent attention in which the reft of the audience 
were enrajpt, naade fuch a circumftance the more 
ftriking* It had fo great an efFe£i: upon me, that, 
being wholly difcohcerted, and unable to proceed^ X 
was obliged to requeft leave to retire, till I could col- 
lc£l myfelf. The audience were offended at the in- 
terruption this levity had occafionecl and infifted up*. 

F 2 m 
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oo the ladies quoting the box, which they accordingly 

^ A gentleman in the fidcrVoxes reproached Lady 
Coventry with her rudenefs and ingratitude. Upon 
which (he was pleafed to fay, fhe could not beai: me 
fmce ihe had feen Mrs. Cibher. As this was no 
other than my brother, Captain O'Hara^ he aloud 
made her Ladyfliip a retor^ but not the retort courte^ 
$us. This added to mortify h^r vapity, and haftened - 
her departure. Th6 late Lord Eglingten^ one of the 
politeft men of his time, who was of the ftage-box 
party, came into the green-room to make an apology. 
And this he did, by affuring me, that no offence was 
ipeant to me y the laugh that Lady Coventry had broke 
out into being involuntary, and excited by her 
twirling an orange upoa her finger, and fome ridicu- 
lous thing that was faid upon the . occfrafion. I ad- 
mitted the excufe, ax;id finifbed my part with as much 
approbation as ever. 

The next morning my brother came, and informed 
me of what her Ladyfliip had fooliflily uttered. Upon 
'which, I rung for the houfe fteward, and delivering 
him the note flie had given me, when Mifs Gunnings 
for the money flie had borrpwed of me ^ few days 
before her nuptials, I ordered him to go with it to 
Lord Coventry* s for payment. 

^inci waited till her Ladyfliip came in from ri- 
ding i when, prefenting the note to her, flie returned 

. it. 
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it, faying, " What! is it Mrs. BeMrty the a^ujil^' 
To which my domeftic, who daily faw me treateid 
in a different mariner by ladies greatly her faperiors, 
anfwered, that it was, ai^d that I expefted the money 
to be paid. Upon which, turning upon her heel, her 
Ladyfliip fald, <^ If flie is impertinent, I will Have her 
" hiffed off" the ft^ge ! " The man unaccuftomed t\ 
fuch treatment, replied, " That continuing on the 
*" ftage was a matter of indifTerence to his mif- 
" trefs; but if (he chofe to perform, it was not in 
" her Ladyfliip's power to prevent it." Having faid 
this, he left the houfe, as he faw there was no pro- 
bability of fucceeding in his errand. He, however, 
had hot got far, before a fervant followed, and in- 
formed him, diat the money (hoidd be fent fhortly. 

But from that hour I never heard any Aing more 
of, or from her Ladyfhip, concerning the money. 
Indeed, I iiad not the leaft expelSfcatlon of ever getting 
it again when I gave it her, nor fliould I have taken 
the note from her, had (he not forced it upon me. 
Such a trifle, at that period, was of very little con- 
fequence to me. And as refentment never made me 
any long vifits, findijfig my heart an unfit receptacle^ 
I placed it to account with former favours,' and 
thoii^t no more about it. 1 vvasf niucf> difpleafed 
with myfelf at having been hurt at a folly, of vrfiich 
her Ladyfhip had given fo many tnftances. Had 
I time and inclination, I have room here to add a 

F 3 fupplcment 
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fopplement to thofe remarks on the fcarcity of gratt* 
tude, which Doftor Francis's ^r^^^/cojiduft excited. 
I fhall, however, only refer you to them, and leave 
. you to make the application. And to (how how very 
different the Lady's fentiments had formerly been, I 
fend you the copy of a letter I once received from 
her, and which bear^ this fm^ular addrefs j " Tp 
*' Mifs Bellamy in England.'* As it is muchdefaccjl 
by lime*, there are feveral breaks in it, but it ifit 
given in its prefent ftate, and at the fame time, w> 
katim ei liUratim* 

' ' ' ■ ' ' 

« I Rec«* my Dcarcft Mifs Bellan^ Letter zf, 
'' Laft : after h^r long Xilenpe, i^ideed I was v^irjr 
*' Jealous with you, but you make me amen's in 
*• Letting me hear from you npw, it gives me great 

V Joy ic all our faimely to h^ar that y"^ D"^ mam^ 

* and you Deareft felf are in perfi(5|: ^[ealth- to bp 

* fure all y^' ]ft.elatiojoys wher)^ fighting to fe^ whic^ 

^ < of thejp fliod hayejirpu fixft and Longei| wjth y™. 

\^ 1 hope you axe a n^oft tird of england, a^d that 

.** we ihall foon have your fweet company inlreland^ 

V where you \yifl he h^rjtily welcome, it giv^ m<: 

V yaff pleafure to hear ypu haves thoughts of coniing 

* over, my Lady ■ ■■ ' To be fure I dont 

I 

^ The ori£;inaI is in thq ha^ds of the puhHiher. . 

" ^onjijef 



^ wpnxlec at it, for^^ou knpw. her iieart dud.fdtl 
** was rapit ,^p Uif*l^ a^. fs^ hows bing |bc^ nsiu 
** heir I believe it will be how my Lord pleafes, he 
** is in ye Country & mylady is with us fhe cant 
«♦ go ttt her owa holiie I' belive (he will go ftrait 
•* to england to MitsBcarj I was very unfortunate 
" to be in the country when our Vauj^ HaH was, *if 
" I was in Town I IhoM be thear & I believe I 
^ fhoud be much more delighted than at a publicker 
** devcrtion, f am quit alterd fince I faw you, there 
^ is nothing I love fo much as iblitude ; I dont b^- 
•* live it was Mr. inox you read of at Bath, for He 
" is hear and pray write me word when you faw 
-^ or heard from Mr.- Crun^. .is out Town 

** this tow mondis paft every— —-in the Country> 
" DuUin is y« ftupites place in die world 

** I hqpe ye winter will be more tko I fee 

" know great Liklihood of it, for I belive Shredidn 
^ can get know body to play with him is doing all 
^ he can to get frinds for hioxCef to be fure yow 
^ have bread he is marrd for firtain to Mife Cham^ 
** iferlan a fweet pare, 

^^ Papa & mama & Mifs Bitty & Mifs Kittys firf- 
** cer love and comp" to y^ &c y^ mama y^ Littel 
^ Hufband fends you ten Thduiand kifFes he whifies 
** he had you hear to give y™ to you he fays tliey 
" wo^ be fwe Lipes than «o paper without 
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^ making ■ Comp" hfi^ fhakes mc fo I cant 

* wrilg Mife jBf&riy will exciffe this— — 

^ I muft bid & due & ^a!l 

** only fay I am my I> your 

;•* ever aflfcc"^' 

, *' Dublin avguft 31.: 

« ^J. G U N N I N C. 

« M" Jfufy btgS Leave to give her Comp** to 
. *' you, & is rejoyes'd to hei^r you are well, fhe is m 
** a very bad ftate of heiilht," 

Mr., Qtlerafi was Xkcm fevcrely afflifted with' tht 
gout in' his bead, which claimed all my attehtioh* 
For riotwithflanding the contemptuous light I held 

rhim in, I could not be ini/cnfible to his paia dh 
this occafipn. I have always found illnefs, as I 
have already obferved, to endear even a perfosi. thdt 

us indifferent,, and almoft a ftranger tome. How 
much more then muft it do fo, when the objedl of 
my concern was conftantly in my fight ? He was 
unhappy if I did not put the bags with feedsr to his 
eyes j which, he faid, no perfon could do but my- 
felf. In Ihort, I attended him with the fame affidu- 
ity and tendernefs, as if I had been really his wife. 
As for my qualifications in the beguine profelfion, 
I have already told you what my dear Mifs Conway 

.ufed 
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ufed to fay of them, — There is certainly a gfeatf 
pleafure attends thfe being bofth able anxl willing tb 
adminifter to the wants of bur fellow creatures.' 
Q I Mankind have a mutual claim upon each othet for' 
r Ithefe a<9s of kindnefs, i^en indUpofition renders 
them needful,— We know not how fbon we may" 
require ourfdvcs the aiding hand, 

' ■' ' • - '^ G. A.'B.- 
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May 10^ ^7 — m 

XIlBOUT diis time ^fr. DudjUy^ a gentleman 
jnftly admired for his {private virtt^es, ' as well as his 
literary productions^ ofiered Mr. Rich 3, tragedy^ 
called " Cleone.** Tlw fttuationsf in the, piece 
were moft afFedting* - And the fulijeik of it beii^* 
a fan>ily di^refs, that prerdetermined the public in 
its favour. The fuc^sefs of it' depended entirely 
upon the heroine^ wti^ch feU to my lot. And diifi,- 
as our con^pany thcan. ftood^ was a double recom* 
mendatiQii; for Rpfhzni. imitb'cTferttd theii5 talents. 
much better under %hi auijpif es of ThaUa^thda of f 
^Melpomene. \ -i ' / ^ ^«: ^ 

Mr. Garrick hadi-'dedined the piece; but ftaimi 
what reafen I coidd never guefi. Mrs. Ciibir bad^ 
d^ne the famCt It, however, had merit. Domef- 

F 5 tc 
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tic feeUngftjRi^,jnj)rq to the, bcart, than d^ofe of 
crowned Hes^s* Thf langujjgp was fimple, and I 
dttermine^ that n|y i^effoi^inance of it ibould be the 
iaaie« It wai$ an effort lyortb trying i as from its 
novelty^ \ ipiould, at l^aft^ have the meri^ of its be-* 
ing all qtiy own. 

^ My attendance upon Mr. (fchr^^ hfijd injured my 
healtl^ wHich made me wiih to protract the per- 
formance. But I found that my attempts to put it 
off were confidered only as the effeft of caprice. I 
know this has been praftifed by many performers, 
in order to enhance their value ; but it was a ma« 
liaeuvre I always defpifed. And I was fo much §« 
boT^ being cupabfe rf fucb an artful mode of pro^ 
ceedlng, that I could not even bear the fuppoikion 
of it, much leis the imputattop. I therefore, al. 
thotigh >^ry uofit for the tafk, acccu'ded to the 
lariibes of the author in this point. 

5 All Mr. t)fiijhf% fri#fidB^ ;w4k> were numerous^* 
attended the rehearfal of^ his piede ; particularly the 
lvterati« Among th^ were Lord Ly///#li>»; who, 
notwithfiatiding his great partiality for me, gave the 
aothor his > opinioRi' that 1 Had* totally mifc^nceived 
tte charader. . The^pt^ic had been foaccufiomed^ 
to noife and violence in their mad (lage ladies, that 
itnrwtti^ ftippofed from mj" manner/ which was weak- 
ei>ed by real iadiQ)ofiti6n, and. prevented ray rehearf- 
^ . j^^ ^ . — 4i ■ ' ./. -■ ■■* ing9 
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ihg oiit, that the piece, which totally depended upoii 
me^ would not fucceed. 

Among our vifitors at the laft rehearfal, upon 
which occaflon the ftage was much crowded, I was 
ftruck with the fight of Mr. Mabam. As we had 
uever met fince our reparation, it is natural to ftp- 
pofe I did not feel myfelf in the moH agreeable fitu* 
atjon. 1 own, that I fincerely wiibed myfelf abfent> 
Of that (here had not been fuch a number of fpec- 
tators prefent to be witneffes to the farce I knew 
him capable of performing. According to my ap-r 
prchcnftons, he began by aiTumir^ the nipfk inefFa'» 
ble effrontery, ivhicb was, if podible, fuperibr to 
that of Gibbe*\ when, ir> the charader of Lo|d Fsp* 
pingtpVf he approaches Amanda. 

Taking a pinch of fnufF, in a carelefs manner, 
be walked up to me, with the mod confeqoentiat 
air, accompanied with a (ignilicant non chalance, and 
wifhed me joy ; regretting that he had not had an op*^ 
IKNTtuoity of doing it before. He then told me 1 looked 
mure angelic than ever. Having done this, tttt tuit^ 
to a pexfon who was near him, faying» " I cef tajhly 
** am the happieft being in thd univ^fff) iiPhjaviii^ 
V been, hleft with tbe.afFe^idn of Jtwo of the fii^ act 
" tre0es> and mdft accomplifhed vrdmen/mEm6peilf 
Then, making a low bow, he retired. I<ne4er. iik 
my life received any . complimetits with lefs re^ 
iiih than tbofe laviihed upon me at tha^limei Ttiey 

F 6 raifcd 
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raifed foch a contrariety of emotions in my mind, 
that I was on the point of leaving the rehcarfal, 
and retomin^ home, ivithout any ceremony^ 

I was fo totally difconcerted by this adventure^ 
that what h^d only been fuppofed by the author and 
hisfriendsy was Holv openly declared ; and it would 
not admit of a doubt with them but that I had mif- 
conceived ihe^ part. When I came to repeat, ** Thau 
" Jbalt not mw4er^^ Do(Sor Jobnfin caught me by 
ihe aron, and that fomewhat /«« hrljkly^ faying, at 
the fame time, ^' It is a commandment, and mud 
** be fpoken, • Thou Ihalt w^/ murder.' As I had 
not then the honour of knowing perfonally that 
great genius, I was not a little difpleafed at hts 
inforchg his indrudions with fo much vehemence. 

The-fcenc I hadjuft before gone through with 
Mt^m, 9AAti to this not over polite behaviour of 
the Do^^or's, (o increafed my indifpofition, that 
' I wa& advifed ilot to; appear the next? day in fo try- 
ing a part. But the public were not to be trifled 
with. As their favoured fervant, I thought it my 
duty to do alt in i my power to defervc that favour. 
The piece was accor(&iigly advertifed with my name' 
ia the bill, and I was determined to go on, let 
What vuckHA be the confequence. I was likewife re- 
Iblved to play the charaSer agreeable to my own 
conception, though againft the united opinion of 
lU tUe litewi. 

- Upon 
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Upon my going to the theatre to drefs, Mr. Dodf- 
Ity accofted me with all the apprehenfions of an 
author for his darling bantling. He intimated to' 
me, that all bis friends, as well as himfelf, imagined 
I was not forcible enough in the mad fcerte. The 
pain I was in from a blifter, which my indifpofi- 
tion had rendered ncceflary, together with the anx- 
iety iraturally attendant on appearing in a new cha- 
rafter, made me anfwer that good man with a pe- 
tulance whidh afterwards gave me uneafinefs. I 
told him, that I had a reputation to lofe as an ac- 
trefs ; but, as for his piece, Mr. Gar rick had inti- 
cipated the damna:tion of it, publicly, the preced- 
ing evening, at the Bedford CofFee-houfe, where 
he had declared, that it could not pafs mufter, as 
it was the ^ very worjl piece ever exhibited. Hav- 
ing faid this, I left him, not very well pileafed with 
me for my freedom. And he afterwards informed' 
me, that he greatly regretted having chofe me for 
his heroine. 

The unaffefted rcfivetey which I intended to 
adopt in the reprefentation, was accompanied by. 
the fame fimplicity in my drefs. This was per- 
fediy muveiU, as I had prefumed to leave off that 
unwieldy part of a lady*s habiliments, called a hoop.^ 
A decoration which, at that period, profefled nuns^ 
appeared in ^ as well as with potvder in their hair.' 
Novelty has charms which cannot be refifted/ 

\ . And 
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And I fucceeded in both points t^yond my mod fan- 
guine hopes* Indeed the applaufe was repeated fo 
often, "when I fcemingly died, that I fcarcely knew» 
91- even coi^ld believe, that it was the efte£l oi ap- 
probation. But> upoii hearing the fame voice 
which had intruded me in the comn^andment, eic- 
claim aloud from the pit, " / «w// write a copy of 
" verfes on^ k^r tnyfelj^^ I knew th^t my fuccefs 
was infured, and that << Cleone'' bid fair tp run 
a| race with any of the modern productions* 

The repetition of this circumAai^e^ I own, fa* 
vours of egotifm \ but when it is confidered» that 
the inyoJm;itary praife of one of the firft geoiufes in 
the wprld mpift excite the ndpft flatting fenfalLonsi 
in every mind defirous of m^ri^ng the aprobation of 
the fenfible, I hope I ihall (land excufed for not 
pailing it over in filence. WhfH I appeared tc> 
fpe^^]^. the epilogue, I had leifure to pra«5li{^ all the 
cdurtefies taught me by my dancing-ro^fter pyer aadr 
over again ; fo favourable was the reception I met 
^ithfron^.the audience. 

I wa§ fo greatly fatigi^ whe?) I got hooie, th^% 
I. was not ab|c to go.tp l^ij, C^/^rtf^'s.gpwctmentw^ 
paving he^d from, Doftor />tf^r/j the piibUc c^^ 
nion that was entertained ^t tjije :R^$^§i)y s^ndl^y; 
indifpofition ^ving hifn^ lij^ewife. npt vm^. room t^ 
e^pe£t I {liquid be, fuccefsfuli bje <;onfldj£|ed thi% 
want o£ m^ ufual aitentipn, as aiigp <^ cbRgfi;)^at 
1 V my 
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znjc d'^aji^if^fiQent. His impatience. tp be fdti^kii 
wi thQ cau|f^ ^de hjpfi run the l^Ti^i qS a relapf^. 
For, nptwithftanding our apartments werq a$ f^x dif^ 
tafit horn e^h other as ChanneUrow &om Parlia- 
men^-^e«t, ^d through a lp|ig pai%9, h|? would 
COfBe hiqajfelf- to know the fate of f ; Clewe.** I 
t^ ju(l fairly apfwered his ejftquiry, by faying, 
". Well eno^h !" when in ^an the Do<^or> almpft 
breatl^lefsy and crying out, •* O Calcr^fi ! it iS( be- 
yond delcription. I have haftened; as fa(l as I 
coijild, wifting to be firft \o acquai^^ ypu of tfeq^ 
uncommon applaufe^ and deferved fuccefe (be haft 
ipetwith." > 
Tbe ncx^ d^y \ was congratulated ppon-my: 
i^cceis, by all thofe who frequented • ogx houfe. 
.^Qioi^ this ni^jmb^r. wej^e j^ord LyitUtm^ and Sut; 
Charles Hanhury lVilliam,u Thfe former exprefled bisi 
^ngratuUtions in the wamiieft teirms, declaring, at 
tt^.facae ^tim^j that he was baippy that his conjec^j^ 
t^rp b^.npt tak^n place. I then wex^ VP^^^ ^^' 
(^harlis^ an(|; a(l^d him if he; thought . that yidmii 
l^i^dni^rs would hav(; . bad the defired e&fi ? . Widi*-^ 
9i|t Jijaj^ifig ngfi? anyanfuwex^ b«^ flared wikUy upoq 
Jl^i^ and appf^red to bie going* tp )lay bold of <|ne. 
Lojrd IfjUkmi ^^jferving this, puJkd m«^ away;* 
AiidMo H$rrisi who was. fitting ; faefide jobs faeM^ 
$iir.CZ»^nfr«, Qtt thij.ifofa, JjeU;. him. .down, whflftH 
W^^ my.€£capft|rom Jiis fuqr. -ForheihatchcAajpi. 
v.n a knife 
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a knrfei which lay upon the table with the breaiS:-^ 
foft equipsge, and vowed he ivould find me out, and 
murder me. 

This circumftance appeared the more ftrange,'as; 
till then, Sir C<^r/<fi had (hewn no figns of inffanity; 
Andotrcn fo lately as his entering the room, he had 
honoured. me with the warmed complhnents on my 
performance.' He ftirvived but a fhort time ; and,* 
ftrange to tell ! to the laft moment of his life per- 
liftcd in wifhing to dcftroy me. The fymptoms 
an!d ttkGti of madnefs are not to be accounted for,' 
rtor do they convey any cenfure ; cHe this fteming 
inveteracy towards me would have made me un- 
happy. But as he had always profeiTed the greatcft 
regard for me, till the inAant his infanity became 
aipparent,! the ill-will he (hewed could only be the 
dTed of his difordered mind. ^ 

. The uncommon run of " Cleone** took up 21! 
great part ©f - my time^ It woiildhave continued* 
much longer, had my heakh permitted metaper^^' 
form; for, to make uie of the theatrical phrafe, I 
never faved myfelf, but often fuffered my feelings to- 
^{fefs ftie fo ^entirely, as that they dejprived me 'of 
the power of voices iiptwithftandifig it was allowed 
to be. emtenfive. Mrs. C^//r faid, upon this'' oc- 
cafion, that I pranced my galloping nags too faft; 
for I went beyond the 'poft, and cosifequently Wa» 
jockeyed. I cccciveda letter of graiulatipa upon^ 

my 



I 



G. A. B E L L A M Y. 113 

my fucCefs from Mrs. Clive. This lady pofTeiled 
good-nature to an eminent degree, and was glad to 
have an opportunity of beftpwing bcr quantum of 
praife. It was the more flattering to me, as her 
finterity could never be doubted. 

My time was at this period precious. As be- 
fides the letters I had to copy, I had correfpondents 
in all parts of the world, the military being upo|i 
expeditions in Europe, Afia, Africa, and America. 
I had likewife /^/r correfpondents upon the conti^ 
nent, as well as in Ireland and Scotland. And 
what added to the fatigue of my avocations was, 
that Mr. C&ir^ having been ordered to Bath, in 
hopes of fixing tlie gout in the extremities, I had 
all his private letters to look into, and to write him 
the fubftance of them every night. 

With his returning health, returned my difguft^ 
For, though humanity induced me to do every thing 
in my power to aflift him during his illnefsj he was 
more indebted to the natural tenderhefs of my difpo- 
fition for it, than to any predileftion in his favour^ 
And I formed a refolution to infift, as (bon as he re- 
turned from Bath, upon his publicly marrying me, 
and paying all my debts. 

What made me more anxious than ever for the ac* 
compHQiment of th^ latter, was the following circum* 
ftance : the fpring before, hearing repeated com-i 
plaints from the army in Germany^ that the ihirts of 

th^ 
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ithe common ibldiers came unfewed the flrft tkflt 
they Vere waihed, and that thdr (hoes and ftockings 
were made in -as bad a manners my philanthropy 
prompted me to endeavour to remedy this impofition 
on the poor fellows. I accordingly made enquiry 
iftto the affair, and finding that the addition of a penny 
for making the ffairts, and three halfpence /)^r ^^^/r 
in the ihoes, and in the ftockings, would be of more 
ftan proportionable advantage to them, I agreed with 
the contraftor, vrfio was a relation of Fanning^ 
Mr* Fox*s gentleman, to allow him that additional 
price for all that were fcnt to Gprqiany, to the regi- 
,mqnts Mr. Cakrafi was agent to. In confequence 
of which, in the courfe of eight months, he brought 
nie in debtor to the amount of nine hundred pounds. 

Lord Grapby^ upon his return from Germany that 
winter, gave me, beftdes my benefit ticket, an addi- 
tional hundred pounds, and Mr. Fox another, wh^ 
was all the emolument I received for (b pi^blic-fpirited 
an adlion, except indeed the honqur of the centinels 
in the Park refting to me as I paA^d through it. The 
death of Lady Granbyy whicl^ was occafioned by her 
fears for his Lordihip^ whilft fhe lay in, a$ he was re- 
ported to have been killed, I felt very feyerely, as 
well upon my own accountj^ as my Lord's, who 
doated upon her. 

But my forrow was greatly augmented from hear- 
iAS that the report of the Marquis's death had arifen 

from 
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from the death of Lord Dowr^ty who was (hot as he 
flood .ceotry at the door of the OBngliih ([Icnaraljs.tcnt. 
Impdled hy his natural bravcryy or xathef by an un- 
accountable fatuity, he went o^t as a volunteer to 
the army in Germany- And, notwithftanding his 
noble birth and great fojtune, led by fon^e unk]k>wH 
whipi, he infixed on doing duty as one of the privates. 
T;he ])4arq]Di3 had juft fi^thim.out his dinner.; which 
he was dividing with hi$>comrade, when a cannon ball 
ihot him dead upon the fpbt. By this fatal How was 
.the world. 4^prIvQd 0f i^ne of its gfeateft ioirnamentS) 
and cnjfjelf Qf ;tb0 only admirer that ever r/^ilovdd 
mp. As tjie. ujnidmdy fall of that worthy nobleman 
never oc(?ui:$ to my mind without exc^iting a digh, 
permit me b^e tpteftow.one on hi^ mcaaaory. 
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HEN the Marquis of Granby returned tQ 
England, he came to Parliament-flrreet, as hp jcould 
not enter the place of refidence from whence his bet- 
terhalf had departed j, andj can you believe it J he 
made me his cajh-keeper ; which Mr. Fox humor- 
•ufly compared to the lame leading the, blind. His 

Lord^ 
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Lordfbip's gcncrofitjr, liowever, greatly exceeding h'w 
porfe, I was foon obliged to refign my office^ His 
- wants ^oul4 not have been fupplkd, fuch was die U- f 
beralityof his heart, even by the Exchequer itfelf. 

Colonel Burton^ the hufband of my late much va- 
/lucd friend, Mift St. Leger^ was ftill in America j 
and, w:hiMl 1 was imagining that he bad broken WsC 
heart far thelofs of her^ I received a letter from him, 
requefting that I would fend over to him a repeater, 
and fothe other fafhionable prefents, as he had fallen 
Jnlove with a 5j^^T«;, iwhom he admired notwith- 
lAandi^g'her complexion. I fent the things,. and at : 
the iaine timeraUied him upon his inconftancyand 
fsg^.: For HyJthe word 'Squaw,- I apprehended he 
had taken a black to his arms. I was the more rea- - 
ffilyled-to this conclufion, by knowing that he was 
remarkably averfe to fair women. 

But wlwt was my furpnze to Hear afterwards, that 
the Colonel had married a daughter of Apollo, whof<? 
locks were as redj-^ thofe of hcrfather are defcribedl 
to be ! I have often heard that the tafte alters in a 
certain number of years \ and that men fometimes 
contrafl: a hafcit of liking what they before diflikcd. ] 
But I fcarcely ever knew an inftarice, except this, 
where fuch a feeming invincible averfion to any par- ' 
ticular complexion, was to be fo cafily overcome. , 
This convinces me, that there is fome foundation \ 
for the belref^ that maniagcs are made in Heayen, as . 

the 
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ike goiod old folks exprefs them&Ives ; dfe, this gen^ . 
deman would have remained fihgle, rather than have 
chofen a partner of fuch a hue, after having bieen 
Weft with the elegant and accomplilhed woman he 
I had been. 

On the. evening of my benefit, Mr. Foxy having 
been detained by the duke of Cumberland, happened 
to be late at the theatre. Lady CaroHne came early; 
aad there being a great crowd, he told the door- 
keeper he had forgot his ticket, but that was imma- 
I terial, he faid, as it was his benefit. He then, laugh- 
ing, ordered the box-keeper to open the door of his i 
lady's box. A malignant writer, who wanted to • 
h^ve his filence piircha&d^ took occafion from this 
fally, as well as from the reports Mrs. Woffington 
had propagated in my disfavour, to infert in one of - 
his publications that I was the great Captah^s Cap^ - 
tain \ and that no commiffion or place was difpofed . 
of in that department, but through my recoinmenda- ^ 

This farcafm greatly affefled me. Aldiough I 
was confcious there was no foundation for the report^ 
as I had never requefted an improper fiivour of Mr. 
Fox i yet as he was conftantly at our houfe, which ^ 
it was impofible. 'to avoid, or even to attempt putting 
a ft<^ to, it created an uneajmefs in nay bofom npt to 
be defcrihed. This arofe chiefly fro^n the apprehen- 
fion that the refle<aion which had been thrown on usf 

fliould 
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Should injure me, if but for a moment, in the opinion' -j 
of a lady, who was- an honour to her fext and who 
was befides one of the warmeft of my patroneiles. I 
mentioned the circumftance to Mr% Fox^ who laughed 
at my fears. He aflured me, that his lady was not F 
only tod confident in his afFe£tion to harbour fuch a 
doubt, but that fhe had too good an opinion of my j 
re<Situde^ as Ihe really thoi%ht me marrirf, to regard 
what a hireling fcriblei* (hould write. But^ notwith* 
(landing thefe aflurances, I could perceive, that after 
the publication of the piece of fcandal juft mentioned, 
Lady Carotin^ never received me with that cordiality 
ihe had honoured me with before. 

I have iii a former l^ter beftowed my cenfure oil 
thofe who wantonly rob others of their good name. 
-r-You mufl: juft permit me to add, that the indecent 
lengths'tb which perfonal refle&ions are carried in 
fokne publications is defer ving of the fever^ft repro- 
bation. — ^A charafter is cfteh mangled, ^nd the fair 
fame of the devoted prey blafted, upon hearfay af- 
ejptions, iahd the mo& groundlefs and improbable 
cpi^eflures, merely to make a paragraph. — ^I am forry 
to iay, that the writers know that fcandsd is almofl: 
univerially acceptable ; and fo they can, by dealing 
out a fufficient quantity ci it^ enhance the value of 
their publi<6ations, and e^creafe their emOliMehts, 
the peace and happinefs of an individual or a family 
is beneath confideration;— -And for this diere appears 

<o 
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to be no redrefs. An application to ffae courts of 
law is expenfive and uncertain* The guarded am- 
biguity with which the refleftions are penned, though' 
they are worded fo as not to be mifinterpreted, ren- 
ders fuch a reference hazardous ; and inft^ad of ex-^' 
tinguifhing, it only adds fuel to the fire, — A filent 
contempt is all that a perfon thus aggrieved has for 
it. A confcioufnefe of innocence will be theif only- 
jupport; and though it is extremely hard to be 
<Ailiged to put up with undeferved imputations, thofc 
are the only {hields to repel the envenomed darts. 

But to proceed ; had it not been for this difagree- 
sb\c incident, I fliould have been the completed fe- 
m^ quidnunc that ever appieared in petticoats. To' 
give as little room as poffible to the cenfures ariftng 
from my being fo much with Mr. Foxj I excufed 
rajribtf" from going as ufual to Hollwood^ whe^e a po-> 
litical junto met every week. Thefe cor^ifted of the 
Ddke oi Cumherlandt occafionally, but coiiftantly 
the Dufccs of Bedford and Marlborough^ Lbfd Dude 
Morton^ Mr* Fox^ Mr. Charles Townfend^ icc^ Sec. 
&c. where the national concerns weire talked over, 
and in which, but for ^e ref<^tfdn I tiad 'talpen, I 
mfght'have acquired a: knowledge b^ybnd mdfi other 
women. 

The Duke Df Cnj^«,' likewifci frequently ho- 
lioured us' with- his company at HoUwood. The 
menticMi of that worthy nobleman's name^ bringing 
to'my recolkftipn feverai anecdo^ relating to him,' 

2 Ifliatt 
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I {hall here endeavour to amufe'yoa with them ; be* 
ginning with one I am fure you will be pleafed widi, 
concerning his Grace's Royal Matter, King George 
the Second ; that good and gracious Prince, whofe 
chief happinefs confifted in feeing his people happy. 
During the Rebellion in the year 1745, the Tragedy 
of " Macbeth" was commanded. Things at that 
time were drawing near a crifis. The Duke of 
Cumberland was in purfuit of the rebel army; and the 
fate of the Houfe of Brunfwuk depended upon the 
event of a few days. 

In this Situation of a^irs, it muft naturally be fup- 
pofed, that the Royal Mind could not be fo far at 

> 

eafe as to enjoy, with a tolerable degree of ferenity, 
any amufement. His Majefty, accordingly, deter- 
mined that he would not go to the Theatre that even- 
ing, notwithftanding the play had been publicly an- 
nounced ais by command^ . The reafon he alledged to 
thofe around him for this determination was, that he 
Was appreh(^n(ive left his appearing to be outof fpirits 
4uring the reprefentation, which, from the agitation 
of his inind at th^t critical jundure, he could not 
poffibly ^voi4 being, might tend to give the audience 
an idea, ^t he had received fome unfavourable in- 
telligence from Scotland. 

. The Duke oi Grafton^ who was at that time Lord 

Chamberlain, and in great favour with his Royal' 

Mafter, fe^, however,t he impropriety of fuch a refo- 

lut^on^t Hi^, Grace therefore humbly represented to ^ 

//. • ' his 
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his Majefty, that his not appearing at the Theatre, 
as it had been announced, would tend more to alarm 
the apprehenfions of his fubjefts, diari if a glooni 
ihould difiiife itfelf over his countenance whilft in 
their fight. 

As the firft principle of that (my pen had almoft 
prefumed to write) dear man's mind was humanity, 
and a kind concern for the welfare of his fubjefts, he 
confented to fuffer himfelf, rather than awaken their 
fears by flaying away. His Majefty, accordingly, 
)delded to his Grace's reprefentation, and entered the 
box with a heavy heart ; where, as I have been in- 
formed, he fat, during the two firft a£ls, quite ab- 
forbed in thought. 

Juft as the fecond a£l was finiftied, difpatches were 
delivered to his Majefty, which informed liim of the 
vii^ory gained by his fon at the glorious battle of CuU 
hden. Having haftily perufed the contents of them, 
he immediately arofe, and animated with all that ma- 
ieftic grace which he fo eminently poflTeflid, he held 
Mt the p^iper, and with an ineffable fmile of gran- 
deur and beneficence, uttered the exclamation. Oh ! 
— His manner was fo expreffiye, fo affeflionate and 
intuitive, that, like eleftricity, it inftantly conveyed 
happinefs to the expedting and anxious audience j 
who immediately ftarting up, huzzaed, applauded, 
and, by every mark of refpeft and joy, congratulated 
their much-loved monarch, 

VOL. Ill, G The 
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The particulars of the enlivening news being com- 
municated to them, they flopped the play, although 
it was one of their admired Shakfperis^ and ordering 
all the fingers to unwltch themfelves, dire<Sled them 
to fing " God fave great Gearge our King.'* This 
fong they enc6red fo often, and repeated fo frequently 
their tokens of loyalty and gratitude, that it was near 
one in the piorning before the whole was concluded. 
His Majefty then retired, with all tfie afFe£lionate 
tendernefs of a fond parent ; and thofe who had been 
fo fortunate as to fhare in fo extatic a fcene, returned 
to their refpeftive homes as happy as indulged and fa- 
voured children. 

I am not certain whether the following anecdote^ 
concerning the worthy monarch I have juft been 
{peaking of, has ever appeared in print ; but as I 
have it from the late Duke of Grafton himfelf, and it 
comes in here fo very a-propoSy I will run the hazard, • 
and give it you. 

In the firft year of the rebellion juft fpoken of, t||| 
fubfcription which was entered into for tht fupport of 
Government being filled, with unexampled expedi- 
tion, his Grace of Grafton congratulated his Royal 
Matter upon fuch an Unequivocal proof of afFedlion. 
To which his Majcfty feplied in his ufual broken 
Englifh, '' My good Lord, my peoples he my wife ; , 
'' though they quarrel v^th mc themfelves, they will 
" not fufFer others to do it." 

Whilft 



I 

I 



G. A. B E t L A M Y. 123 

Whilft thefe great and worthy perfpnagcs arc the 
rubje£l of mjr pen, I muft add an anecdote or tw6 
more relative to them, whieh I dare fay will not be 
thought tedious by you. — ^I have already given you 
more than one inftance of my vanity ; a foible, , for 
which at prefsnt I defpife myfelf that I have ever in- 
dulged, I fliall only fay in extenuation of my errors 
of tiiis kind, that like moft of the other paffions to 
which human nature is incident, when once the reins 
are let loofe, they foon convey you to the very fum- 
mit of folly. 

You will not be furprifed then when I inform you, 
that at the time I was fo highly honoured with the 
approbation pf the publicy^ I was vain enough to 
afpire to receive, likcwife, the approbation of roy- 
alty. I accordingly requefted his Grace of Grafton 
to folicit his Majefty, to honour with a command 
fome piece. in vi^iich I ufu^ly performed. 

The Duke was fo condefcending as to comply 
Wuh my" requcft ; and the King having heard much 
of the inimitable Rofcius, in the ch^adler of Lear, 
he cofifented to honour that performance with his 
prefeoce. As my whole attention was engaged hj 
tiaf- fweet imagination of hearing myfelf praifed, 
which then would have exalted me to A^ofmt*s TSd^ 
radife, I ftationed myfelf, after my firft fpeech, as 
near as |)^b)e to the ftage box* But inAead of this, 
O dire to tell ! I heard his Majefty, uppn the Lord 
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Chamberlain's onquiring bow be liked Cordelia^ re- 
ply, Umph ! very well ! but her hoop is fo large." 

The mortification I received from finding that my 
hoop had attracted his Majefly's attention more than 
my divine little perfon aiFe£ted me fo much, that I 
totally forgot my duty, in the charader I was pcr- 
fonating, to my royal father, till I came to the fol- 
lowing lines*, in which I pray for him, not for 
m3^elf. 

Hark ! I hear the beaten drum ! 

Old Kent's a man of 's word. 

O for an arm like the fierce thunderer's 

To fight this injured father's battles ! 

That I could Ihift my fez, and dye me deep 

In his oppofer's blood. But as I may 

With women's weapons, piety and prayer» 
i 1*U aid his caufe. Ye never-erring gods 

- 'f Fight on his fide» and thunder on his foes 

Such vengeance as his poor aged bead fuftain'd. 
* Your image fufifers when a monarch bleeds ; 

'Tis your own caufe ; for this your fuccours bring ; 

Revenge yourfelves and right an injured king. 

When I had repeated this paflfage, his Majefty was fo 
ftruck at my feeling in the moft fufceptible manner 
true filial piety, that he fent the Lord Chamberlain 
to let mc know, he never had been fo much affefted 
with the diftrefs of Lear, as he now was with the enr 
thufiaflic rapture (as he was pleafed to exprefs him- 

* Kin? Lear, as altered by Tate. 
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felf) of his ill-ufed daughter. I cannot help owning, 
that I fliould then have been full as well pleafed to 
have had my felf- admired perfon included. But praife 
from royalty is always acceptable; and though I was 
not perfectly pleafed, I thought I ought to be fatis- 
fied with the condefcending tribute his Majefty had 
paid td fuch extraordinary rifing merit. 

As J have thus introduced the late Duke of Graf- 
ton to you, I cannot help fending you another anec- 
dote relative to his Grace, in which I fhail have an 
opportunity of introducing likewife my much- 
admired Sbuter. 

Mr. Lacy^ who was at l^at time one of the proprie- 
tors of Ranelagh, had been engaged by two Bankers, 
whofe names I believe were Green and Jmbrofe^ (but 
as tiiis was fome years before I had any connection 
with the ftage,. I, cannot be fure) to aflift in the ma- 
nagement of Drury-Lane Theatre. But Mr. Lacy 
having formed a defign of obtaining a patent in his 
own name, to the exclufion of the two Gentlemen 
that employed him, he purfued for this purpofe the _ 
following fcheme. 

Being a profefled jockey, he took care conftantly 
to attend the Croydeti hunt, of which the Lord ' 
Chamberlaiia was the leadjer. ^ His Grace obfervjed , 
with pleafure the numerous train that attended him > 
and remarking, that Mr. Lacy was one of the moft , 
conftant of his followers, he took occafion, one day,, 
. G 3 tm 
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to admire the horfe that he rode. This was the bait 
the intended patentee had laid, and no fooner did he 
find that it had taken cfFeft, then he begged the 
Duke's acceptance of his Pegajus, 

This his Grace declined, unlefs he might be al- 
lowed to make him fome compenfation. Upon which 
Mr. Laiy informed his Grace, that his employers 
were upon the point of breaking (which might have 
been the cafe) and that he fhould be obliged to him 
for a patent in his own name. His requeft was com- 
plied with, and in a few days he became fole pa- 
tentee of Drury-Lane Theatre 5 whilft the two Gen- 
tlemen who had purchafed of Mn Fkemood^ were 
obliged to accept the places of door-keepers in the 
very houfe which had lately belonged to them. Mr. 
Lacy afterwards fold a moiety of the patent to Mr. 
Garrickj who became the oftenfible manager, and 
through whofe tranfcendent merit and indefatigable 
application, the Theatre was faved from ruin. 

His Grace, as I have already feid, frequently ho- 
nouring us with his companjrat HoUwood, as it was 
from this wood the foxes were unearthed for the 
CJIroydonhunt; and obferving that fon of humour, 
Shtaer^ to be often of his hunting party, he requefted 
that I would afk him to join us at dinnner. 

This I accordingly did. But Shuter^ though con- 
vivial to a degree when he imagined hraifelf the king 
of the company, did not now feel himfelf at home. 
« Obferving 
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Obferving this taciturnity, I gave our good chaplain 
Doiftor Francis the hint, who was always ready upon 
thofe occafions ; and he plied honeft Ned fo freely 
widi claret, that, contrary to the adopted adage, 
which fays, " When the wine is in, the wit is out," 
he was fofar infpired with it, as to become not only 
loquacious but clever. 

Among other witticifms, upon the Duke's afking 
him whether he really loved the fport, or only rode 
for his health, Shuter readily replied, ** My Lord, I 
am riding for a patent ;" alluding to the ftory Ihavc 
juft related to you. His grace w« fo jdeafed with 
the impromptu, that he promifed to ferve him in that 
line, if ever he iHould happen to fland in need of it, 
but at that time he faw no probability of fuch an event 
faking place. Shuter^ however, received a hand- 
ibme prefent from his Grace, before he fet off for 
town ; which, as I was afterwards informed, he laid 
at the feet of Nancy Dawfon^ his then reigning favo- 
rite, immediately after his arrival. 

But to return to my own concerns — My (laying 
in town was, however, produftive of one good con- 
fequence. For by being there, I was the means of 
faving Mr. Calcraft from ruin, and many individu-- 
als from irreparable lofs, or the greateft inconveni- 
ence. A large party were gone down to Hollwood; 
and my determination ftill continuing in force, I 
ftayed almoft alone in town, all the fervants being 
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there, t<S aflift at the gala, except the porter, and 
my own coachman and poftilion j and the two latter 
lay at the ftables in King-ftreet. As it was Sunday 
the clerks likcwife were abfent. 

Being thus nearly alone in Parliament-ftreet, I 
was greatly alarmed on Sunday morning, at feeing 
my woman by my bed-fide, the true picture of de- 
fpair. Se put me in mind of that ftriking defcrip- 
tion of Shakfpen in his fecond part of Henry the 
Fourth. 

* ** Even fuch a wretchf fo faint, fo fpiritlefsy 

'* So diiUy fo dead in looky fo woe^begone* 

'* Drew Priam's curtain in the dead ofnighti 

** And Would have told him half his Troy was bum'd.** 

It was in vain for me to inquire the occafion of 
fuch an early vifit ; the poor frightened creature had 
loft the power of utterance. I was, however, foon 
made acquainted with the caufe, by the repeated 
cry oi fire^ which I beard in the ftreets. 

I no fooner heard the alarm, then I leaped out of 
bed, and with only an under petticoat and flippers 
en, for in my fright I had thrown off my night-cap, 
I ran down flairs. When I got into the hall, I was 
informed that the fire had broke out at a baker's in 
Channel-row, on one fide of which was a coal and 
wood fhop, and on the other lived a retailer of fpi- 

* AQ. I. Scene III. 
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ritous liquors; both of which would have added 
fuel to the houfe gjready in flames. . r 

As the fire was direSly oppofite to the.offix?es, 
where were lodged the accounts of fo many perfons ^ 
and as thefe were only divided by flight partitions, fa ; 
that if the conflagration reached one> they mufl: all 
be deftroyed ; niy apprehenflons were inexpreflible. 
The flames now raged with great violence ; and the 
wind direSing them towards our houfe,. it was ex- 
peded they would communicate to it in a few mi- 
nutes. Providentially it occurred to me, to order a 
glazier, who was come to aflift, to break in the frames 
of the windows, not only of our houfe, but of the 
three adjacent ones, the families of which were not in 
town. 

I then fent for all the chairmen that could be got,, 
who conveyed the books, the firft objefts of my care, 
down to the pay-office. We then broke open, the, 
deflcs, in which there happened to be only cafli fuf- 
ficient for the exigencies of the next morning till the 
bankers could be drawn upon. In a fliort time the 
houfe was as crouded as a fair ; there being fuch a 
number of perfons that either, from their own claims,^ 
or their connexions, were in fome fliape or other 
interefted. The porter had difpatchecj my coachman, 
to Hollwood, with the alarming ipteUigence.. In the 
mean time I fecured whatever I could, and preferved 
every thing in the oflfices. The fire, at lengthy was 
,,., GS happily 
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happily got under, without reaching oar (tde of the 
way. 

When I was about to retire. Colonel Hmiyw$9d 
exprcfled his apprehenftons of my getting cold. And 
this was the firft moment that I recolleSed my fitu- 
atton. I now found that I had continued for four 
hours, in the fame ftate as I had leaped frightened 
from my bed, in the midil of upwards of a hundred 
ipedators, many of whom Mrere Lords and Com* 
riloners who were come to my affiftance upon the 
unfortunate occafion. 

I had fcarcely got my cloaths on, when I heard 
Mr. Calcraft's voice, taving like a bedlamite, that he 
was ruined and undone. But upon his being in- 
formed of the care I had taken to prefcrve every 
thing, and my fuccefs in doing fo, I was once more 
his diar Preferver ; and he loaded me with pratfes, 
which he thought v^uld prove the bed reward he 
could beftow on fo difinterefted a mind as mine. 
And though I was at that time labouring under the 
greateft difficulties with regard to pecuniary matters, 
I was above claiming any other. 

Being much prcffed for fome hundreds, I endea- 
voured to raife them of one of the fons of Ifrael, and, 
to ndy future forrow, fucceeded. Mr. Fttrtade, of 
Cornhill, found a gentleman, by name Morris, who 
purchafed annuitiies for a Mr. Davy, a filk-throvdter, 
in SpitaJ-fields. This gentleman advanced me five 

hundred 
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hwiilfed potify?; jpn.c(H>(ii|tioa pf iny paying hkn one 
hwi|&re4l^9urd$ a y?ear fpr qoy life, out ^f the hv;^ 
dred and tw/ nty Mr. Calcraft had fettled on me. But 
as ithf^e <^^\)^kl not jbe ^ line 4rawn vi the de^ ta 
iMke i< a ie^i ^fal^, he |;av# qgye a writ;t<ea paper, 
wbopein \ waspenBiUed at any tju^ to redeem it, ojgii 
repayment Qf i;he mon^y, with an ad^itio^al fi% 
pkQMr^ls by way of pr^mii»a. 

I vcsxA he«e ^QterMin ydU wii^ an :hmi|orQV$ m* 
fta^ce ctf nay vasity's being fcqm&led \ an4 which, 
thopg^ it may extort a fmile fro^ y<Hi> h;id jike to 
havjB coft your huipible fervant very 4ear. 

Having roeeived iome sidiculciiis compliments 
upon the beauty of my hand, and my vanity not 
hdbg a little augmented thereby, I determined to |ry 
every zxf. in my power to render it more confpicu- 
Guily white, and more worthy of the praifes that 
had been bellowed upon it. Accordingly, in order 
to attain this grand pointy which I then thought of 
the :utmoft confequence, I fent to Warrcai's, the 
fierfuitier, iot sl pair of chicken gloves. 

Whoa I had obtained thefe wopder-working 
coverings, I drew them on as I wei^t |to jpeft ; and 
with fonoe difficulty prevailed on Clijffir^ to faden 
my hands to the bed's head, to accelerate the wifhed- 
for efifeift. Thus manacled, and pleafing my felf with 
the expedkation of finding my projeft fucceed, I fell 
afleep But^ O dire to tell 1 I had not become the 
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vafTal of Morpheus above two hours, \ %en I awoke, 
and found that I had totally loft the uL of my right 
hand. 

Alarmed by the accidenti I haftily called my 
maid, who lay in an adjacent room, to come and 
nnfhackle me ; and finding, when my arms were 
at liberty, that my apprehenfions were too true, 
I ordered her to fend immediately for one of ih?» 
faculty. In about half an hour, a gentleman < amc \ 
and upon being informed of the terrible calamity 
that had befallen me, and the dreadful difappoint- 
ment I had experienced, he, laughing, told me,- 
that he would take fuch methods as fhould efie£tually 
cure my white hand. And this he executed accord- 
ing to the letter of his promife : for he applied to my 
arm a muftard blifter, which extended from my 
iTfoulder to my finger's end. An application that 
w^s not only attended with excruciating pain, but 
was produdrve of great mortification ; for both the 
public and myfelf were debarred from the pleafuie 
of viewing the beauty I fo much prided myfelf in, 
for a long time, as I was obliged to wear gloves 
during the remainder of the winter. 

I believe you will readily agree with me. Madam, 
that there are few of the frailties, to which human 
nature is liable, that fo juftly deferves to be punifhed 
as vanity ; and, indeed, it is but feldom that it efcapes 
fome degrading accidents or other. Thofe who give 

way 
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way to the impulfes of this paifioo, {eldoHi fiiid the 
incen(e that is offered up to it any way adequate to 
their expeSations , dilappointment and difguft con- 
fequently fucceed ; and thus does a certain puniffa- 
ment follow the indulgence of it. 

About this period I was honoured with a yifit from, 
my Watford relation, Mr. Crawford. His vifit,.h^ told 
ine» was occafioned by his being in great want of four 
hundred pounds, for three months, to make up a fun^ 
for a purchafe he had entered into an agreement fon . 

I had borrowed the five hundred pounds by mes^is 
of the Jew, in order to repay Mr. Sparks part of the 
fum I have mentioned that he lent me.^ And. as he 
did not come to claim my promifc, I mademyfelf 
eafy, as it was ready. I therefore informed Mr. 
Crawford that I could afCft him with one-half in 
money, and would let^ him have a pair of diamond 
undrefs ear-rings, on which he mi^t eaiily raife the 
remainder. He exprafled himfelf much obliged tp 
me, took the money and ear-rings^ ^nd giving me hjs 
note forfour hundred pounds payable in three months, 
went away with a promife of returning pundually at 
the time. • : 

He came indeed mod pundually wl^en the noti^ 
became due; but it was tofacquaint me that h< 
could w/ pay me. Hefaid,if.I isyan^ed my car- 
rings, Mr. Smith of the Exchequer would advanqp 
money fufficicnt for the redemption of, them, upon 

our 
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oor j^ifit bond. As I entertaiaed no 4tid>t of di» 
maif ^hpncAy « of Uscapabilttji:, as fats bnfineftW'ai 
faM to biegre^ and fais fixtvne agpod cnc^ I fOt%de m 
ofcg^Aion «o the pfopo£d. ^Upon whidb^ frodttOMl « 
bond ready executed \pj himfctf, nyhich I ivima^ 
<fialely figndU This tebg a btaiich of feioncc in 
which I was flot verfed, I onfy jiift cift tny eyes qg« 
fiudly ovcrie^ witiiiosi^ iicadcligtdiekaument^^ &f(p^ 
iliat sil tras light aod &ir. He then went avi^yy and 
was to retticsa with the ear^tii^ imoMdial^* 

I Uufiii wiien I reoalkS my impnidciioe ion thi^ 
oocaiion. Stit I ^was then nnhftokaeyod in thie 
viUanies of mankind, a«Kil, conSbious of my 0^ti lO^ 
legrityy Arfptded laot ti|e want of it tfi othecs-^I Was 
Ukewife, as ^e whole ^f my ccmdod faficicuitiy 
evinces^ «i^r/^</ with a total difregurd for.diat which is 
generally efteemed the greatedbleiGng*^! ihanre ieaimt, 
however, fined, fix>m fad experiexKe, that if wealtb 
is not the gre^Ji good, it is at leaft a mcej/arf ^oilL— ^ 
This di&egaid fer property is iifualiy coonoQied wilk 
genlus-'-^An attention to tite (common concerns of 
life feeoats to be naturally Afguftfjul to the fcientific 
mind»— And therefore the fons and daughtenis of 
genius, fo often,*" not«vemi<5 hawwibut their good 
* fpirits to feed ittkl cloaTth them." 

Happening to be ^particularly engaged for the ic* 
mainder of the day, I thought no more of my couiiii. 
«r my ear-*rings, till the next morning. And even 

then,. 
• Bsmlet^ Aa III. Scene IY» ' 
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then> when they occurred to my recolleSIon, I fup- 
pofed that he had not been able to meet with Mr* 
Smithy or by fome diikppointment or other was pre- 
vented from calling ; and I remained perfectly eafy« 
But in a few days after, having occafion for my ear- 
rings, I fent to his clutnibers for them 4 when I was 
afouied from my confidential flupor^ by tte infor- 
mation I received, which was, diat the genilaiitaa had 
moved himfelf off to France, his affairs being in a 
defperate fituation, and that he had taken all his 
friends in, to maintain himfelf and his family during 
his iexile. And what was doubly mortifying and 
inconvenient to me was, that when the bond was pre- 
fented for paymentent by Mr, Smithy it appeared to 
b^ for two hundred pounds inftead of «|}^ hundred, the 
fum I fuppofed it to have been given for. 

Being ahout to enter upon another topic, and, 
likewifib, to give you an account of a tranfafiion, 
which whiMt it was upon the tapis, made a great noife 
in the world, let me premife, that not a fingle cir- 
cumftance fhall be related, but what I was cither a 
perfonal witnefs to^ or fi-otii my own knowledge can 
affirm the truth of. This affurance I am perfuaded 
will reprefs the fainteft fufpicion in your mind of 
tiie credtjjility of my account^ notwithfkinding it 
fhould clalh widi the reprefentation of popular cla* 
mour, or private pique. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LXVI. 

May 26, 17 — • 



HAD now rendered myfelf fo ufeful to Mr. Fox^ 
not only by copying his letters, but by my conftant 
attendance in the Houfe of Commons, during the 
feffions, my retentive faculties being almoft as extra- 
ordinary as his own, that he began to be difpleafed at 
my not going to Hollwood as ufual. He was alfo 
more particularly defirous of it at this tin^e, as he 
wifhed, if poffible, to fix that weathercock, Charles 
Townjhend^ with whom I was a greal^favourite. This 
alone induced me to bre^ through the refolution I 
had formed, and more frequently to make one in the 
parties. When they began to play, I always retired, 
and as no ojther woman but myfelf was permitted to 
be there upon thofe occailons, my fituation was not 
the moft agreeable* 

During the leifure hours this afforded me, I had 
time to indulge my refleftions. And thefe reflec- 
tions informed ftie, that I was miferable. But why I 
was fo I knew not. I languifhed for happinefs, 
without being abl« to diftinguifh what road I was to 
take in the purfuit of it. The thoughts of my nu- 
merous debts was not the reafon of this deje£^ion, as 
I was well aflured^ that upon my being refolute, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cakrafi would pay them. Nor was my fitua- 
don with regard to him the bane of my tranquillity. 
For as every body fuppofed me married, or at leaft 
all fuch as I wifhed to do fo, and I looked upon it 
as an event which was certainly to happen, that gave 
me very little anxiety. 

A depreffion of fpirits, which I could not account 
for, overclouded my mind. And in thefe fits of 
melancholy I would indulge my tears for hours to- 
gether. At length I imputed it to the unwea- 
ried attention I was obliged to beftow on the differ- 
ent employments I was engaged in. I therefore 
refolved to accept an invitation I had received froni' 
die Honourable Mrs. Child i who, with her liulband,* 
was fettled at Bruflels, and occafionally went to' 
Cologn. And as I had never been able to fulfil 
my promife of paying a vifit to Vobmre^ I intended,'^ 
the approaching fummer, to accomplilh bodi. 

But two events prevented me from carrying my 
defign into execution. The firfl: indeed did not 
immediately concern me; but as it was produftive' 
of great diftrefs both to the family of the Secretary of 
War, and out own, I fhared in the uneaflnefs it oc-* 
cafioned. As the public have been greatly mifled with 
regard to the affair, and various reports have been 
propagated which had not the leaft foundation in'truth,^ 
I will repeat the circumftances t<Tyou, agreeable to 

mf 
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my pfOBufe ^ ^ coacIu^oa of mylaft Ietter> 3 
tbey really happened* 

Mr* .A^ being lupon a vifit to bis brother. Lord 
BchfftfiTj Mr. Calcfi^ called at Ho}land-hou{e, ac« 
Qprding to his ufual cuftom^ to enquire, before he 
wrote to his patron, whether there were ai^ letters 
for him, or any other builnefe to inforn^ him of. 
Qne day as he ^called, he found Fanning^ whom Mr. 
Eox had now made his fteward, in converfation with 
a man who Jiad the. appear^ce pf a faimer. Juft 
as Mr« Cakraft entered) he beard Fanrnng fxfy ^ X 
^ am lUfe it is not v^ oia^'s ba^ But bera 
^ conies, a genttemfui wbo ^ao? iyferan: you he^v 
•* Aan I eaau'* Saying Ai% be^jfv^red into l/k., 
Qc^ci^6 hand a leaie. When Mr. Cakrafi bad 
looi&td aver k, he decbu'ed that the iignature was 
not Mr* ^i»/r'S. ^ Nor," continued he, " can 
^ there be fticji a leafe really exjAing. For the late 
^ Mrs. Horuer difcbarged jfyUffii from her fervi^e, 
^ upon aoeount of hjs having: married a perfon flie 
*^ did )Boft^a{^M0O¥e of*; and it is not to be fuppofed 
^ Ae would grilnt him a leafe for the life of him* 
^y ielf, bis Iq% and that very wtfs^ for the impru* 
^ deitt choice of whom (he had difmifled him." 

The fiu'mer no fooner beard diisi than he exr 
claimed, ^ Tbea I ftm undone ! the villain has rob* 
^ bed me of what I had &ved for my daughters' 
^ portions !" Upon a further invefiigation of die 

afiair, 
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affair, Mr. Calcraft found that the leafe given to 
the farmer had been forged, purpofely to raifc mo- 
ney upon. Mr. Fox had made this Jyliffe a ri(fing 
commiflary. The income arifing. from this em- 
ployment was alone more than fufficient to fupport 
fuch a family as his ; but he had, in addition to it, 
adopted the profeffion of buying eftates. As he was 
fuppofed to be a good judge of the value of land, 
Mr. Calcraft had impowered him to purchafe for him 
eftates in Dorfetfhire. And Ayliffe had already re- 
ceived eleven tiioufand pounds from him for that 
purpofe: Elfe, in all probability, he would have 
ciontinued his depredations for fome time long^. 

But my good gentleman no fooner difcovcred by 
this accident what JyUffe had been at, dian, ever 
anxious for his own intereft, he immediately fet out 
in purfuit of him. He found him at Salifbufy ; 
vdiere, under pretext of the forgery, he had him tak- 
en by proper perfons into cuftody. This had the 
defired effeft. In tfie firft emotions of his terror, 
he refunded the whole of the eleven thoufand pounds. 
Mr. Cakrafi had him then immediately fecured by 
Juftice FiMng*% men, who had come in purfuit of 
him, in confequence of an application from the 
farmer. They clapped a pair of handcuffs on him, 
and brought him to town. When he was commit- 
ted, an exprefs was fent olF to Mr. Fsx^ who ftill 
continued at Lord IUhefter\ to inform him of die 

tranfa£lion. 
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tranfaiStion. And I can take upon me to affirm^ 
that the firjl knowledge that gentleman had of it 
was, after Afiiffe flood committed for trial. Mr. 
Fox was unjuftly cenfured upon this occafion, as 
indeed he was upon many others, where his Commis 
had ^1 the emoluments^ and he all the odium. 
. The unhappy man, felicitous for life, fent his 
wife to^ me, after his conviftion, to intreat that I 
would ufe my intereft in his favour with his injured 
mafter, and requeft of him, that he would apply 
to his Maj^fty to extend bis mercy towards him* 
At the fame time he wrote to Mr. Fox, who was 
now in town, and ^ whom I perceived to be 
greatly ibocked at the affair* In his letter, he re- 
quefted that gentleman's forgivenefs ; and acknow- 
ledging himfelf the moft ungrateful of men, pro- 
mifedthat if he would but fave him from his merited 
fcntence, his whole life Chould be employed in en- 
deavouring to deferve the mercy, and to atone for, 
the enormities he had been guilty of. . 

But the very fame hour^ he wrote to Mr. Pitty ^o 
was then minifter, to inform him, that if he would 
refcue him from his approaching fate, he would dif- 
cover fuch iniquitous pra^ices of his late employer, as 
ihould fully repay the faving him. Mr. Pitt^ with 
a liberality of fentiment which does honour to his 
memory, fent the wretch's letter immediately to Mr. 
Fox. That gentleman received it as he was pre- 

paring 



G« A. B £ L L A M Y. I4I 

paring to go to Court on purpofe to folicit the prifon- 
er's pardon. But this difcovery of his bafenefs now 
rendered it impoffible ; as fuch an application 
would have carried with it a declaration of his be- 
ing in the villain's power, and that he was appre- 
henfive of his putting his threats into execution. No 
interceffion was of courfe made for him, and he fuf- 
fered the due reward of his crimes. 

Thus did this wretched being fall a vicSUm to 
his unparallelled ingratitude and duplicity. And by 
him was the beft of matters repaid for all his kind- 
■ nefs, in the fame manner as he was by the genera- 
lity of his dependents. To wind up the tragical 
ftory, I muft add, that poor Fanningj who was the 
innocent caufe of bringing the affair to light, was 
deprived of fenfe and life in confequence of it. 
—I need not inform you, that a very different 
turn has been given to the foregoing incident 
by Mr. Fox*% enemies. Prejudice and enmity 
have painted his conduft upon the occafion in 
the blackeft light. But the good man, armed 
with that " ftrongeft of breaft plates, a heart un- 
*' tainted," fet the (hafts of calumny at defiance 

As I was now in a fituation, which prevented my 
being able to travel, it was imprafticable for me to 
take my intended trip to the Continent. I was 
therefore obliged to make a virtue of neceffity, and 
content myfelf as well as I could at home. ' I had 
' ttfually 
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ufually three or four ladies with me, beddes bir4s ef 
paflage, the great people not miking their parties 
in fummer. On the [ourik of September I ws^s 
taken ill^ and before Dr. Hwiter could come from 
London, I was, by the help of a coutry midwife, 
brought to bed of a Ton, which Mr. F^x named af- 
ter himfelf, Henry Fox Cakrafi. 

I had hiin in about four or five days, and was io- 
finilely better than could be expeA, wlien my gen- 
tkman favoured me with a vifit, to inform me that 
he had received a letter from Mr« Davy^ defiring 
payment of the annuity. As I had never aflced Mr« 
Calcrafi for a (hilling upon it, he entertained great 
hopes that it had been quite obliterated. Being 
much difpleafed with his fpeaking to me on pecuni- 
ary fubjedb at fo improper a time, I defired that 
he would immediatly quit the room, pay the money, 
and fulfil his contract:. The latter, I aflured him, 
I would infift upon his doin^ as foon as I was able 
to leave my apartment ; for I was not unacquainted 
with the deception he had pra£liied upon me, rela* 
tive to his patron's difapprobation of his marrying 
me, as well/ as widi his having impofed upon him 
alfo. • Struck with this reproach, he haftily quitted 
me, muttering, as he went, fomething about my exr 
travagance. . 

When he was gone, I complained to a lady, vrfio 
was upon a vifit to me, and who profiffed faerfelf my 

friend, 
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friend, of Mr. QrAr<^s hrutaKtjr, rh tr6uMlitg me 
about fach 2 trrfle, at fo crtticaP a junSure ; 'wrhfeh 
I bad npt ohly fpent all that I bad got at the tbeatrc 
hi cntertaming his company, ^<f fiippjjrmg his 
brotiier and fiffer^ but had-fikewife invo>7ed myfelf 
in debr fdr that purpofe. BcfildGs^whtdii I had matte 
it myftudy to ferve htm in his proffefflon, and had 
done it lb tfltfhially, that to me he Was^ indebted for 
the prefent extenfi?e ftate of his bufinefs. My friemf- 
ly intimate obferving that'I Mras more empaBbhed 
than ufual ; and having private reafbns for wifliing 
me removed frotn my prefent fituatioh, eWier by 
death or -refentmenf; fhe took an opportstnity fo 
favourable to her wffhes, to inform me, that the 
man ^^hoffl I looked upon as my hufband, neither 
was, nor, in all probability, would ever be fo; as 
he baid been married fome years before he knew me, 
to a young woihan at Granthattr, who then refided 
with an aurit of his, named Moore. 

Struck with inftant madnefs by fuch unexpected 
information, I leaped out of bed, in ordet to find 
die cruel inlpoftor, and reVenge rtyfelf upon himf. 
But before I could reach the door, \ fcJl down fehfe^ 
lefs, and to all appestrance dead. Nurfe Carter^ 
who had lived With me many years, and had bred 
up all my children, affifted by the lady that had 
reduced me to this conditjbn, repfeeed me in my 

bed. ■ 

When 
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. When I recovered my fenfes, I was in- fueh ex- 
;Cruciating pain, particularly in my fide, that I could 
not fpeak. I had no breath but what I gafped for. 
A' meflenger was immediately difpatched for Mr. 
Adair and Dr. Hunter. At firft it was concluded 
by thofe gentlemen, that my illnefs was occafioned 
by the ignorance of the woman who laid me. But 
they were aflured by the nurfes that it could not 
arife in any ibape from her fault, as I had been fo 
uncommonly well, even at that early period, as to 
permit them to leave me, whilft a lady who was up- 
on a vifit, and I, entertained ourfelves in converfa- 
tion together. This was the account which my 
nurfes gave the phyfical gentleman j as they were 
as ignorant of the real caufe of my illnefs, as the 
latter werp themfelves. Even Mr. Adair^ the friend 
I confided in, knew nothing of the tranfaftion, my 
^delirium being fuch that I cauld not inform him. 
In the violence of my rage I attempted to deftroy 
poor good Carter.^ who wiflied to prevent me from 
deftroying her matter and myfelf. Happy had the 
moment been in which I heard the fatal intelligence, 
had I really been deprived of a wretched life ! 

Mr. Calcraft was now really frantic* And my 
illnefs increafmg, it baffled all the fkill of the learned 
fons of JE/culapius^ fo that every night was prophe- 
fied to be my IsJl. I had no refpiration but when a 
vtin was opened. Had I laid down in bed I fhould 
4 have 
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have been fufFocated. I was therefore obliged to reft 
upon the flioulder of each narfc alternately, Mr. 
Adair's care of me was unremitted. And though^ 
his numerous patients claimed his attendance every 
day in town, he returned every evening to HoU- 
wood, in order to give me what relief he coutd ; for 
die tortures. I endured were inexpreiEble. 

After fufFering, for feveral weeks^ more than hu- 
man nature could be fuppofed able to fuftain, and 
having had recpurfe to almoft every remedy in the nia^, 
teria medica^ my death warrant w;is concluded to he. 
flgned for one o'clock the next morning. An hour 
that I ardently wiflied for ; but which, at the fame 
time, made me anxious to fee a gentleman from Lon- 
don before its arrival. The gentleman came down 
the moment he received notice of my danger. Aod 
the bufinefs being fettled for which he came, I was 
wholly refigned, and waited my vifitation with the • 
longing of a bride. 

My mind was now perfeflly tranquil. The world 
was loft to me, as well as the recolleftion of the inju- 
ries I had received. In this ftate, I fell into a fweet 
fleep, which was atendedwith a moft Angular dream. 
And as I have reafdn to confider it a -fure prefage of 
the calamities I have fmce fufFered, I w^ill here relate 
it. I imagined I was releafed from all my c&rcs, 
and an inhabitant of heaven. My deftined appoint- 
ment, when I got Siere, was to light fifty laipps. I 

VOL. III. H entered 
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entered I upon my empiopmnt^ ^4; ei^utod it-wUh^ 
eafey till- L came to tte kft: lwiip>. wWclvI: broke, m, 
th^attempt. Th& uneailaefs this Qccafipned put an 
efid at once to my dream! and flee^, and I awoke in* 

the<gj:seatef^ agitations* 

In^thb^morning, my viiitani oCthe^day, bjefqre, caoie 

to take as be thought a. laft ft re.well^ I;info;:Bie.d» 
him of my drcanj.. He heard. i.t with m'aiiifeft pain, 
mingled with pity^ ^ My- djear child/' faid be>, 
<^ you are deftined to fufftjP: a. Ipngjife of mifcry aijd; 
« difappointmcnt. I wifbi you. may be as- refig^edv 
^' wh^i your hour of vifitationibaJJ come a^yoi^, now 
" are. I own I coiJd .hayQ wiihi^d it; bad beeivpafled*" 
The holy feer was infpircd: with: the gift of prophecy 
as thefequel of my ftory will' too, fa|:al)y evince. 

I was foine time after infcirmfidj that the evening 
my viiitor arrived^ Dr. Franch endeaiVQUjpd t%en- 
gage him in aiControverfial difcourfey. duringi fupper 
in order to fliew'bis fuperior talecds, . Mr* D^rcy^ 
(which was the gentleman's name) ft^iwd jto. decline 
a converfation that might term in^i^io difpute. But 
the Doftor having'been witflfeft totbfecignpfaiice of a , 
great, number, of bis countrym^: (hewat ftom Ire- 
land) who had:been fentioyerfromi tb^ loweft ranks 
of that -people^, as fcryitois t© .ftme; cojl^g^^ aj>rpad, 
ai»d after acquiring; a little bad ^Latioy become, eilher 
cnrtftifi^ftBy hypocrites, on libcrtinca,. andrfu^ppfe 
tbemfelyes-x^a^fieiditov dtipeniib abfoiotions^.'wit^Mt; 

.fcarcdy 
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Icarcely knowing what the word means^ concluded 
this gentleman to be one of the fame ftamp. He was, 
on die contrar}', a found theologift, and united to 
great learning a gentlenefs of manners, and a natu- 
ral politenefs that would have graced a court, 

I would- not be underftood to mean from whkt ^ 
fmrt juft (aid, that the^ catholic clergy^of Ird'and are' 
all in ttie feme predicament. TomycfwnkhoWIerfge, 
th^late Kfr. Archer and Mr. Ruhardfon^ wfere orna- 
ments to the world; and the religion -they profeffed ; 
as is- the prefect Mr. O^Leary^ who, with utiafFet9:ed 
piety^ is^ bleft wiA that innocent cheerftilhefe, wHtch, 
joined to his brilliant- wit and found underftanding,^ 
ntalced him the adhiired darling- of all 1?vha have the 
happincfs'of knowing binr. 

The DoAor very illiberally^ as being one of the fo- 
milys and ftiling himiclf the chaplain, continued- the 
attack ; \SX Mr. Darcy^ being neoeifitated t<y re- 
pSy, foon confuted him ; and convinced the compa- 
ny, who all bellowed deferred praifc dn himj that he 
was deeply- read in divinity; whilft the fupcrficlal 
Do£tor had' made more proficiency in the* ftudy of 
wine than' of holy writ. The confequencs of this 
conveciation was, thaf two- ladies ix^a were prefent," 
convinced of the fuperiority of Mr. Datc/'s argu- 
tneftts^ w«re in averylhort time introduced* by that 
Rodman into the bof jm of diemdther church. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LXVII. 

June xo, 17 — . 

Remained in the dreadful condition defcribed in 
my laft lette*, for feveral weeks. At the expiration 
of that time I was removed to town ; when a con- 
fultation of the medical gentlemen was held twice a 
day. All their confultations,. however, were of no 
fervice to me. Not one out of nine of the moft emi- 
nent of the profeffion, who were called iii upon the 
occafion, could even guefs at my diforder^ One 
termed it an adhefion. Another an impofthume. 
And two or three were fully perfuadcd that I h)ad 
no lungs left. 

In this manner they perfecuted me till near Chrift- 

mas. Till at laft, defpairing of being able to afford 

me any relief, and afhamed to take luch fums without 

apy apparent benefit, they all left me to my fate. 

My watchful and humane friend, .Mr. Aiairj indeed, 

continued his ufual aifiduity. And feeing that my 

other phyficians had not rendered me any fervrtc, he 

brought to me by ftealth. Dr. Lucas. Though this 

gentleman's profcffional merit was very great, yet as 

his political principles were fo different from our own, 

his introduction to our houfe was efteemed reprehen- 

fible. 

Dr. 



G. A. BELLAMY. I49 

Dr. Lucas foon found out what had puzzled fo ma» 
Dy of the fraternity, the real ftate" of my diforder. 
He pronounced it to be a confirmed abfcefs in my 
lungs 3(, as it afterwards proved to be. And informed 
me, that if it broke while I dozed, (for I could not 
fleep,) it would in all probability choak me. He had 
attended me in my early days in Dublin. He tlien 
a£led as an apothecary. But being allowed one of 
the beft chymifts in the kingdom, he obtained a di- 
ploma. Yet he ftill prepared his own prefcriptions 
himfeif. Notwithftanding the Do^or had loft an eye 
in analyzing fome drug, he was not only a foA of 
j^Uo in medicine, but likewife in love, and/hefet 
off upon his entrance into his new line, as ut^ 
gallant bomme* 

When he had properly prepared me, by fuch me- 
dicines as^ he thought necefiary, he fent me to the hot- 
wells at Briftol to keep my Chriftmas* At that jea* 
ion of the year, the Wells are only frequisnted by 
emaciated wretches, who are fent there to receive 
their quietus. I had totally loft the ufe of my limbs, 
could not lift my hand to my head, and was carried 
like a child, in the fervant's arms. During the jour-p 
ney, I was ordered not to make my ftages more than 
twenty miles a day. And notwithftanding it was 
intenfely cold weether, I was obliged to travel 
with the windows of the chaife down. As I 
W»s well known <5n the road, the mifters a^d miftref- 

H 3 fes 



&s of tbi^ ifinsr ibeoscd by th^r l^oks to take a taft 
leave of «C5 wd to regret tiie lofs of fpgood a puf- 
tomo: ^ Ife^d b^en tp the^i. 

Mrs. S^nfi, the wife of Mr. Sjufris the comedian 
Jcft her fanBuly to accompany i^e. Fqr f»y dear 
Mife Meredith had been obliged to retjurn to France 
.'Uppn accoufit of the fame cpmplaioit which had oc<^ 
pafxpDed her to vifit that kingdom befpre. The. 
two nurfes and fe^vants mad^ a confiderabJe jfu^t* 
l^ftdood I flioidd oot jiay^ be^n in^eJ^aft Qonci»i0ved» 
ti0d'I:$QOt Qikrfifi''^ fA»A^ foctune nfmi the po^*- 
iioo^ My flxfetUment had retumed^ and I m^i^iAfiot, 
^nhit imn to taioe Jca^ve pf m^ or evien ^tfFor.bi^ 
iiameto Jse meiitiQned in mf prefence* 

After a fcries of painful journies, I arfieyed tt ;l!ie 
Wells ; -where ^e jobjeiSb that af^piearetl J>pfor^ mei 
^e dreary profpei9b> and ^die difan) lioUiiig (of . QiAiKi 
Wl^ {nre&htedisodung iotaibeiie 'Of lioistpritQitofr 
Tnhagxaatiofi* I was configned to rtbe cin'e <if Dorter 
A»^ and ordered f» drink port-^wine und psitfidK. 
As I&adjiever taflediexdier nf dkde liqaors beftire^ 
k»mg been accuftomed to mine and water, tiie psi^ 
fcribed Ibeveiage was by nso sieans {dea&i;^ t» :me« 
fitittire lamcet ixad tetti :fo att:ea!Uibd/)tbat£x>injn)r 
ezteaufted iaiabiEt 4k dropfy mets appFcbended, emi if 
[ fliotild !get the better «^ my ot^r o<9ni{flxint. 
• At Icngtb the abfcefs brotoe vifhile I was taking 
an airing I iiurried .back, and Dodor S^rd (t)» 

4 whoi^ 
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^oife 'Care ^CxA lattention I^m much Indebted) being 
fefft ^for, 4fe*W<Jereii me ttomedhitci)r -ipv^ ^b Ae 
ptrmp-rofeiti . TL was there 'drenthea 'Wifli ^thte w^ter^ 
He fceXi '4ifeae*ihat I fliould be frnt to bed b^tv«5ei% 
the Hhmfcrts, well wa^rmed, ind fome "biai'nt bi'andjr 
^veh rUfe. This being done, 1 fefdbwn, fbf the fii-ft 
trute 1 had ireen *aWe to do ib ftir above font firiofjt'hs: 
AiHftk)frasl \v^ in ^d r*n rilc^j-^Ad-^fl fto* 

lb^rfffiy,ft(at^ v^asr dften ftbiigHtt^ tl^ffle^bbtttii^, 
that I had ft<5tai ^ iXftteh 'fattt> ftfe bft^: t^itift. 
They Keqaenitfpttt% ghrfe t6 my ittoiifli, fe •dbubt- 
M^re^e^difey dfmy rtftaihifig^tegh^^of 1feifl5«tibh ; 
TrtftMl^pWc^trmg refph-afiot^ they >tfvfete iti h^ieis 
Hia my fte€i)"m)idd'pfdvetbtii2il toiny vieat)6M^efra^, 
smn ietta t© my Tfetcr^tfy. ^ 

tt wa$lfi6t to ijfe expedted, ^6^tr1ir, *A my "it* 
ictjWry -Wotftd ^ *i 'mftant^eWft as il ptcVei ^0 %K 
Tfttr Viiittil aWbke i ^0^ hcJt'orfly abte tb ftah^ but 

t6 walk }m6thfc flext TC«o«i. TWtratjfeof'mydifwttet 

being thus happily removed, I recovered ftrettgtlt '* 

-every day. \Jpon ^ith I rdfolved to leave my 
ptefent mdafttftroly abofc, and return tb totvn. And 
being at the fame time determined that I would 
nbt. ^D t«dc )agsffn to Mr. Gdtcraft^% I t^mleto 
my riitJAe*r to drfire Are wouJd lot 'fft^ have hef 
tibufe; 

H 4 The 
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The houfe in Brewer-ftrect, which formcrfy be- 
longed to Mr. Cakraft^ had been taken by her, and 
file let it out to perfons of fortunej thereby making 
a confiderable addition to her income. Though (he 
hadmgre Uian fufiicient to maintain her, yet ilie was 
fo fond of dependents, that fhe was always com- 
plaining of being diflrelTed. She had no reafon, indeed^ 
to complain of me in that point. As I never knew 
the value of money, t would have been rather exixa - 
prdinary if my mot^r was the laft perfon that re^ 
ceived pecuniary tokens of my regard. <. 

She had formed an intimacy with the widow of the 
well known Dr. PurceU\ ♦ who had changed her 
nanjeby a fecond marriage to Lock. Her only gratifi* 
cation was that of the table. And as fixe was not pofr 
feiled of any property, my liberal parent greatly dif- 
treflcd herfelftw grant Mrs. Lochl\xAi temporary fup- 
pliesas were neceflary for the fupport of that good 
living ihe .would be indulged in. Sq that, at Js^r 
death, the fum amounted to upwards of feven hundred 
pounds 

My mother, though much hurt at the.circumftance 
which occafioned my leaving Parliament-ftreet, and 



..i 



* In the former editions, this Ia4y was /aidtp^be^tlMs^^y- 
of Dr. Warburton, Bi(hop of Gloucefter j but I Ipve lately 
bejn informed by a relation of his Lordlhip's that ftie w^ 
orIv a friend, whomc he hdnbui'cd with his notice. 

rendered 
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rendered this application needful, readily confented 
to admit me as a tenant. She accordingly wrote me 
word, that her houfe ihould be prepared for my re- 
ception. As foon as Mr. Calcraft obtained a know- 
ledge of my defign, he was like a madman, lie feared, 
as he had great reafon to do, that I fhould make no 
fecret of my motive for quitting his houfe. Many of 
thofe who employed him, did fo out of partiality to 
me. Lord Tyr^Tw/^, notwithftanding there had been 
fome coolnefs between us, would not ftand tamely by 
and fee me ill treated. Nor was his Lordfhip only 
to be feared, but my brother, who would face a 
lion. Thefe confiderations had their due weight 
with him, and occafioned, more than tendernefs, hi$ 



agitations. 



Befides, my prefiding at his table was a circum- 
ftahce of no little importance to him j as my connec- 
tions were fo refpeft^ble, and I had fuch a number of 
patronefies among thp firft ranks. But what weighed 
more than any other confideration with him, and in- 
duced him to make me repeated promifes of paying 
all my debts, was the expeftation of the death of my 
friend Mifs Meredith. This young lady was now gi- 
vcn over by her phyficians, and as fhe was fuppofed 
to have made a will in my favour, he concluded that 
when the event took place, my fpirit would not fuffer 
me to lie under an obligation to any one, particularly 
to aperfon I avowedly detefted. So that he thcdight 

H 5 he 
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he conid fnake me diefe promifes, without any ap^ 
frehenfion of his being reared tofidfU dienu 

He accordingly wrote to Mrs. Sparksj ddiring &e 
would find an op^rtunity of communicating the con- 
tents of his letters to me, which confifted of a 
frofufion (S pfofeffions and promifes. As he knew 
iHat I few Ho <>nt but her, whofe intereft made 
lusr his friehd% be was well affiired nothing which 
pafied Upon this occafion would tranfptre. His 
«ame threw me into fuch agitatkms^iiiat Mrs* Spark f 
iDiuch feared to mention it. But as he grew more 
prefltng every poft, for her to conjure me to receive 
A letter from him, or at leaft to permit her to read 
tolme what be wrote to her, flie ventured to fpeak to 
me upon the fubjeft. 

Upon my determining to return to I^ondon, I 
had wrote to my long oonfuhed oracle Mr. ^*/»,ac« 
'l|uainting him wi(& myfituation, and requefting his 
advice. The good man wrote me fbr anfwer, that he 
would not advife me to make the rupture public, no^ 
by any means to quit Parliament-ftreet, till the 
v^de of my debts were difdiargcd ; and even when 
I was a dear woman, not to ftir till I was ati^ly 
provided fen". Had that gentleman duly confidered of 
the advice he gxYe me, he muft have known, that 

** Mr-Cajtraft had, at that time, three ihares in the theatre, 

■r 

und was in lupp^tion of purchafing the parent y when Mr. 
9patksbad the ptfomife of being a^uig manager^ 

going 
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ghwck wJB the only ffirthcd tp prtvctn^cmsk" 
n «f kfafe ixber fut «f te diredilMis. t Mts 
wdl ^eriuaded thit what j^. tMrdft bad 
Ids parpofe^ tkat tof my i^etumiitg toliOB) he 
WDuid tobtL €cfr^ bis pmditte^ His (^Idid difpefi- 
4i€ii >«ras iMt to be i»^svail^ ttipbA ^ pa)^ cib- 

jpkal £am^ tuil^ incited to it by cdffipi4&on oi- fesur> 
Bbc av my i»»rdiy friend poim&d ttl huot r^jdefb 
with ggner<ias faiiiMMto lie wa^ kd ti» ju^je of otfaef^ 

After many attempts^ Mrs. ^>->^ ftt kngth f^- 
vailed ti{)on me to read f»i% ctf* Mr. Cvi^^s letters, 
lieccmfiatd me in it^ for the fake ctf* humanity^ for 
my childrens fake, and for toy am), to return to him. 
He bdund hkmSdf^ by tbe &cred namie of his Creator, 
Ip pay mjr debts in three months^ He concluded 
with.tugthg the vidence of his|iaffit»i, and informed 
-aie» that he had entreated fome friend to deprecate 
my anger. This friend, ^itibably, ^as the Dog^- 
tor. . 

But thefe foiicitations would have proved inefFec^ 
tual had n^ Mr.* !^iK\ aivice coincided with 
tfaetn. At liaft w^ricd \vith thefe teafings, ftck of 
the Wdl$^ and tolerably recovered, I returned to 
the h&ted mahfionj txA to its more hated mafter. 
Thi^, however, I would only confeht to do^ upon the j 
exprefe Conditions, that he fliould never attempt t6 i 
fee or fi^t2k to me alone ; and that he (hoald bt J 

H 6 punftual f 
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punifhxal in paying my debts, according to his pro- 
pofal* Thefe articles he readily acceded to. . And I 
verily believe, that if I had then requefted him to take 
u ftep to the mopn, and endeavour to prevail t^on 
that li^minary to make me a viilt, he would have pro- 
mifed to do fo ; and with the fame intention of ful- 
filling his promife. There' might, however, have 
been fome fparks of ^fFe£Uon flill remaining in his 
bofbm, kept alive by the coniequences of our union. 
And the regret he felt, when I was fuppofed to be be- 
yond all hope of recovery, might make die favage 
believe he felt fomething of tendernefs. But, ah ! 
how Unlike the tendernefs to which the chords of my 
heart could only vibrate ! 1 

I am almoft tempted at times, to envy thofe who 
are born with an infenfible heart. Happy people ! (1 
am fometimes on the point of cryii^g out) happy peo- 
ple ! who pafs through life in a ftat^ of enviable tran- 
jquillity.-^If ye do not tafte, in an erquijite mzxmeryt^f 
the pleafures this fublunary ftate afFords j neither do 
die pains, with which it abounds poignantly slSgH you. 
And as the former are uncertain and tranfitory, . and 
the latter fure andlafting, ye are gainers by the allots 
ment. — ^So wife a man, as Zeno is faid to be, could 
never have taught the do£lrine of Stoicifm, nor his 
followers, the moft fenfible of the Greeks, have em- 
braced it, bad there not been fome rational founda- 
tion for it, and the infenfibility it enjoins defurable. 

Had 
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Had'^y days, O Surnej been fpared to the united 
wiihes of the lovers of genius, and thou hadft at- 
tained a good old age, it i^ a doubt Ivhether, upon a 
review of thy life, thou wouldeft not have exchan- 
ged, had it been in thy power, ihy fufceptibUkyy (and, 
furely,nomortalwas ever endowed with a greater por- 
tion) for this unfeeling Stcncifm,— Impious bought ! 
it admits not of a doubt. — ^T^ou wouldft rather 
have exclaimed with me, ' ** jGive me my fufcepti- 
'* bility, though it be attended with more than pro^ 
<* portionate unhappinefs !— The pleafures flowing 
*' from love and from philanthropy, neither 6t which 
" can ever find arefidence in a Stoic's bbfom, fully 
** compenfate for the augmented pains !'* 

As I writ^ from the heart, my pen, notwithftand- 
ing my aflurances that I would check its falHes, 
has again, Pegafus like, run away with 'me. — And 
fo 1 fear it will do to the end of the chapter. 

. G- A. B. 
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June 19, 17 — • 

i.X- ^^' ^^J^ ^^^ ^^ ^"^^ more infiatu quo, doiqg 

again: the honours .of Mr. Cakraft^s table, and re- 

e^ving tbe congratulations of my nun^erous friends 

i upon 
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up^sk thd !00oa(km* A A4rt thn^ afkr mf reteirelf , 
«:dettlftiid wilt ifMifjeffom thi^ Treftfiiry of the .go- 
vernmQHt|4$lfe.left#s'b^ ijie late nitiln'tliiiateOefli^ral 
Bmdd^ck Thf ^maiid was vf^f^&xA. Mpon wtuish 
'« foit Wtfs coiMn^iilOeck B«t tfanA MUl^{i W6 fitte 
\ek ui ^ileiOtOfi ;9f the r^yal dona^cft)) and th^ U^nf , 
: ^icori\s^ and hares, made their Appearance at table. 

I n^warec^vedthe news of Mxh Mer4duh^sji%z^. 
She liad bequeathed ]to tne five hundred pMiakds^ to- 
gether with the twdve hundred pounds I was in- 
debted to her j her jewels, which I have reafon to 
betieve coft near two thoniand y and all her beft 
laoesy whieh w^re of great vdiue. I regretted the 
lofs of this valuable youiig lady mod fincerely, aod 
mourned for her inwardly as- well as outwardly. . Her 
legacy was of great fervice to me, as I was not en- 
gaged this feafon at the theatre, and had been obliged 
to borrow upon fome . of my diamonds, in order to 
liefray .njiy prefent expcnces, depending upon Mr. 
Calcraft^s performing his promife, at the expiration 
of the time agreed. . . , 

But this was a trifling confideration, when placed 
in the fcale againft the loft of an invaluable friend, 
whom I loved, and I fliall ever lament. But I was 
born to outlive thofe who loved me 5 and at> t\^s 
junSure I have oiot a frknd upotv^arth, but iac^ as 
imi^anity hath induced to be fb) no' thekful in- 
timate, no perfon, in wliofe itmsiij bolbm I can 

repofe 
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repofc my cares* Nor, were I poi&iled) Aw)ug^ 
a neverfe of fortune, of any unlorefeen h^^intft, 
can 1 &y drat a being eKifts who vi^uM (bafe my 

My xkfarted friend had coBceiv^d nn aftfedlfen for 
A« Duke of Kmifi$H. The Duke-enctouriged Ae 
propenfity for fome time, but ^ length deftroyed 
all her hopes of faappinefs by another ^ttachnieni:. 
With a CDrtftitution extremely delicate, and fenti*. 
inents equally fo, ih« could not, although endowed 
with more than a comtnon ihare of good fenfe) ^p^ 
prefs her pafRon. « Like awca-m i'^h' bud^ it fed 
^ upon her damaik cheek," and put an eni^toher 
cxiftence. 

By her will, fli^ left his Grace a gold box, in 
the lid of which was her pi<Shire. It fdl to my lot 
to deliver it to him : A commiiSion that wafc rather 
aukward for me, as his Grace had been a {^^f!ed 
admirer of mine, though not an hanmraiU ^he, a$ 
my friend had fondly hoped he would have been to 
her. Having wrote to give the Duke information 
of his bequeft, he called iq)on me to receive it. 
When I prefented it to him, I told him, I wiflied 
there had been two piiSbrres, that I alfo might havt? 
had the. counterfeit refemblance of a perfon^ I 
loved fo wdl. Upon which, his Grace iiiftantly 
took out his penknife, and cutting the portraxt 
from the lid, gave it me. Such a ftriking proof 

of 
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of difregsU'd for a woman's memory, whofc life 
was in a}l probability contracted upon his account, 
afefted me fo much, that I left his Grace with 
contempt, to walk ofF with the bpx at his leifure. 
One of, the conditions Mr. Calcraft had entered 
into, that of not feeing me alone, Jie ftri£Uy ad- 
hered to. As fear is the fure concommitant of 
guilt; he dreaded my reproaches, and therefore 
carefully avoided me. Being fecure that I {hould 
now keep my injuries a fecret, he forgot the pro- 
miie he had made relative to my debts. His prin* 
cipal objc}6^ in preffing fo vehemently my return, 
had been to fave appearances ; and that purpofe 
was now anfwered. He therefore thought, as the 
folemn vows made to accomplifli it were only 
known to myfelf ,and Mrs. Sparks^ they might be 
^ifpenfed with \ and with regard to the culpability 
of breaking them, he would venture with Macbeth 
>* to jump the life to come."— The man, by whom 
fuch folemn appeals are lightly thought of, no ties 
can bind, but thofe which correfpond with his 
wifhes. It is a dread of the laws of his country, 
and public fhame, which alone keeps him honeft. 
If thefe can be evaded, neither the fear of offending, 
by a breach of facred vows, that Being in whofe 
name they were made ; the inft^ations of honour ; 
nor the reproaches of confcience ; can infofcethe 

fulfilment 
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fulfiknent of them.-j— I found to my coft this obfer- 
vation verified. 

In return for Mrs. Sparks*s great attention to 
me during my illnefs, I not only cpnfented to play 
the " Mourning Bride" for his benefit, but I dif- 
pofed of near two hundred ^<A\ tickets for hinu 
As I had not played fince it was reported that I had 
loil my lungs, and had been fo often killed by the 
#olle£):ors of news for the papers, it was not to be 
wondered at that the houfe was crowded. But 
what excited a general amazement was, that my 
voice had never been more powerful. From, the 
uncommon applaufe I received, the audience ap- 
peared to be well pleafed. Nor was Mr. Sparks 
lefs fo, the emoluments beiiig. very cpnfiderablc. 

As horne )vas now grown hateful to me, I wa$ 
iiever^there Ijiiit when our houfe was crowded with 
company/ I lovedmufic to excefs, which brought 
irie acquainted with all the capital performers, both 
vocal and inftrumehtall I w^nt very often to 
FraT^'s *, where one evening I met Lady ^/. Leger^ 
mother to my late amiable friend 'JVfifs 5^ X^^^r, 
afterwards the wife of Colonel 5«^^^, whom I 
have frequently mentioned in my preceding letters. 
The youngeft daughter, Mifs Kittyj boarded with 
her Ladyfliip ;. who, by means of her jointure, and 

' -^ One of the firft fingers of that time, 

im 
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aii'«acfiW6nali)(8rifi6n, 'dbtainett ¥or ^beir "by Lady 
Harrtngtortj was enabled to indulge berifelf in 'keep- 
ing-agwjd deil ttfjcompamy. * 

Hct Ladyflirp \^ra§ bne of the li-ifli fecond-rate 
women' of fkfliicyn. ^he'wa's VeTy^nfolerit at times, 
and nxjt uttfreqUerTfly vufg'ar. But to enable you to 
to acqli iY6 a Icnowledge ojf lier dbarafter froth^ her 
conduct, l"thall preieht you with aTittlfc trait or Tier 
i/'adyfliip, which Will'giVejoua much l)^tter view 
<5F it than any 3eJcription pF mine can .3o. 'Her 
hmbahd, SnyohnlSt, Leger^ the^uA^cyefferles orire- 
land^Tia3T)eeh reniarkaBly Tevjere to a number of poor 
wretjches who wer^1?rought before Tiifti for commit- 
ting ^<;precfations in that countl-y. Paul XidUfy w^^ 
the *c;aptam of, a banditti, who levied contributions 
in the part vlrhere the itnight lived, Among ofliers, 
lie wrote to. Sir ^^«, to inform him, that if he did 
ndtJepofit a certain i(iim in ^c place Jic mentidned, 
at lucTh a time. He would fet fire to his Jioufe, mur- 
der oim^^and rf^//^ ms lady. , ^ - 

Shortly ifter, /by the v.igilance of the Khiglii^ the 
taptain was takjen, and cjofcly confined in irons, in 
the Black ADqg prifon. iLady St. Leger could not 
refift the curiofity 6f ieelng*a man, who had dared 
±o mate fucH a declaration. She accordingly went 
to the prilon*, where flie was informed by the beau- 
tiful Monica Q-^li^ ^ ?^rte;?^a?n. wljpm -Li^dy had mar- 
an ried 
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ci^d, that he was .too unch iodifpofed tao &e any 
one* )Uipoa whicdi her Lxdyfh^, -with an infolence 
that reduced iitr (»elow the Jeyel of the unhappy 
peribn "(he ^dteSsdy afked her, whedier (he wais 
the villain's ■ ■, or his wife? To wfaidi the 

o^er immediately replied^ ** I liave the misfortune 

•^ to be 4iis wife ; 'the 'honourof being Ihs was 

^ intended for your Cadyfliip.*' 

Stidi ^was the iSegant &une with whom I ww 
ftew becx>me acquamtted. Her I^adyfiiip, reqtieft« 
ingi woifld%c of Iter patttyAc ncxt-ereniBg, I'ac* 
cor8tii^y went^ anJ found there a^eat many pea- 
pie, but wo -company, -efcccpt ImAj Harrington. *At 
wewere freq ue i rflyt)H|>arlies togefter, iflefiredthe 
pleafifrc of her Laflylhip's company and lier thrar^- 
tcf'^at HoTlwood, to which Aey coriiiaited. ^^fhen 
fbxj 'were there, Captain ^h^oe tdW *mc to it&c 
cape ^ the 4aiiie, «s file ^ffiflefla gredt Seal^^it, 
mrferthe 'msfepie of UiinHnefej 1 laughed at Ms rtrr*^ 
imfes, and told bim, .that I ifliould he fAXiged to 
any pcrfon who wo«Mtafce his comrade out ttf my 
fight. Our intnnacy grew "ftrongcr; and! was far- 
prifed to hear that every thing I faid, was repeateA 
with exaggeration to Mr. GeHeraft. This indeed 
did not dffpJeare tne, as I moft cnordia'Hy hated the 
pcrfoh, v^ho had dcftroyed a3l ray hopes of happi- 
ncfsy and the fight t>f whom caufed my greateft 

mifcry. ~ ' 

As 
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As foon as my new acquaintances left Holtwood, I 
fct ofF for Flufliing in my way to Bruffels, on my 
propofed vilit to Mrs. Chijd' The vifit I had intended 
to Foltaire was prevented by the death of my intro- 
duftpr, the Marquis de Ferneuil, That acconlplifbed 
iiobleman, among other /ciences^ was (killed in 
alchymy. During a procefs on which he was very 
intent, an explofion happened which cpil him 'his 
life. And in. him I loft another valuable friend. 
Pefpre I fet ofF, I kft a letter for Mr. Calcraft^ who 
yras from home, wherein I reminded him of bis pro" 
npife to pay my debts, the only trifling reparation be 
could make me for the^afene(s of his conduA. 

When I arrived at Bruflels, I found Mrs* Cbild 
enco^npafled with many of my intimates. The re- 
ception file gave me proved that my vifit aflforded 
her great iatisfa^ont She endeavoured, by every 
method in h^ power, to make the place agree-, 
ftble to : me^ to induce me tK> . forget the unhap- 
pinefs th^t preyed uppii my mind. The YAe&.ot 
of Cologn was captivated widi this lady's beauty, 
and {bowed himfelf a Prince in munificence as well 
as in dignity. 

I will here give you.fome account p£ the city of 
Bruffels ; but, as it can only be a curfory ene, if yoU 
wifli for more particulars, I muft beg leave to refer 
you to thofe who write profefledly on the fubjeft. 
This city deals in the number feven ; there are kv^n . 

parifhes> 
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arifhes, fevcn capital ftreets, and they ^vcn defcend 
> fo minute a punAilio in this fingalarity, that 
lere are but feven midwives in the place. Upon a 
emarkable high fteeple, there is an image of St. 
Wchael killing the dragon, in copper gilt. The pa- 
aces are magnificent ; and there is a park, Tome what 
ike that of St. James's. 

The buildings in general are grand. The operia- 
loufe is the fineft in Europe. You may travel for- 
wo-pence farthing an hour, in large covered boats 
railed track-fchuyts. Thefe are drawn by one 
lorfe, and arrive at Bruflels twice a day from Aiit- 
«rerp, returning each time. The moft remarkable 
:hurch here is that of St. GunhiUa. It is an old 
jothic building, but finely ornamented within. There 
re many elegant monuments of illuftrious princes in 
t. And, among many chapels, there is one, where 
hey worfhip three Hofls, which, they fay, were, 
bbbed by a Jew, and a£hjally bled. Thefe are ex-^ 
K)fed,'upon every feflival, in a chalice richly adorned 
vith jewels ; and in the month of July there is an. 
innual proceffion in memory of this ftabbing. The 
nhabitants of Bruflels value themfelves upon having 
intertained, at one timej feven crowned heads. 

In this agreeable place I fhould have fpent thre© 
bppy months, but for corroding care. Refle£lbn 
obtruded ilfelf, at times, and imbittered my moft 
cheerful hours. And the very idea of returning and 

entering 
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entering once mcxoeti\,e doors of my deferted manlion 
made merHie mofl: mi&rablo of human: beings* 

Fixnn BruflBsr I ^vent txx Antwerp. I took thr 
opportunit^af vifitmg' that places in order to make 
enquiries relatiyerto'tfaeiateMr. ^jBifoi*s fbdiune, ofhi 
bcoliier,.wbdi»fidBditfacxe: Hpoirmy arriral^ I learnt 
that Mr, Sykes^ (who, befides hisprofeffionas^a painter,. 
kepta^jeMKiler^sand: b^oufhx>p) having had an invifa- 
tteui fsom^hcrQuke de &rr|^inorderto makefomeal- 
tX3catiba» in bis'Graoe^s galler)i^ was gone to Paris. 
Someother great peribnage taking oiFence^ at. Mr. 
2^iri?s;gtving tbeDuks the preference to himfel^had< 
ptJOGoredra Zi^^frr^ cavhet againflrhim. And ar;he' war 
one day at the cofiecrhbufe, an exempt took him- 
afide^anddefired he would take an airing with.himy 
im a, coach, ^^ch ftoodiat the door, as fiar as ^xi 
BafHle. It. would have been in vain for him to^reiifl^ 
and equally as vain to enquire the reafon. Me had: 
only time:pci lequefl: of a gentkman of hisaaqtiaiiitancev 
whawasintheroom^- to let his wifeloiowofUiedifw^ 
after. This his friend did ; and it had fuch^ an eSeOf '"' 
upon her, that (he loft her f^fes in confequence of it. 
Such, being their, unfortunate fituation, it was much' 
feared neither Mr. nor Mrs^ fyiff* would ever return* 
te^thftirfamily more. 

I: waslikewiffe informed, thiat> the States^ Genertil' 
Had tak^n pofieffion of the late Mr. Sykn*s efkStszV 
dxefiague, -which he had bequeathed to me ; fo that ; 

- I had i 
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I t«Ai3ptfwg, iUc^ As 

difa^^^QMrtrDTOta of tjws iiaUirci firpnj iny,m»t ^fc^ww.* 
log tiie. val w of nxomcy th«j^ msuls >ut is^rmfimimi^' 
gneigpn^on jny^mittrf,^ ];4:eiMiKei^ ^i^iijl^ 

bccppaing fortitude. A«4 ^ii^\?^jmmLhm^ in^ 
mjf Bpi&ffiqip, the. lolV.fai,th«. wim. Jififetijipfl/me^ 



G; A. K. 
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JanoaS, 1-7- 



I A HE beauty, of. the city of Antwerp,, ^and the ma- 
ny- curiofities it contains^ determined me to ftay a 
few days in it. On thefe, alfo, I Ihall content my- 
felf.with ^ving^^^yoit a few curfory and unconne£led 
ohfefv^tians* The cathedral, , which is dedicated to 
the ffirgi/t. Marjty is. a. noble, pile-of building.;, and. 

I the^^eeplp of it is j; beautiful piece of architeiSlure. 

I TheJ5erarctbirty-thr«e-belIs and two chimes in it, with. 

I a^clockrj together- with, a crofc at the top, of an in- 
cre5iible Heig^. y The Aadtrhoufe is well worth view- 
iQgj a§. is Me^e-ftreeti- wherein, a brazen crucifix 

7 is.r;pl?,9qd, upward pf thirty, feet high. There are. 

I -t^^BBp^j^jy^^^p^ciQu^fquaresin Antv/erp. The num^ 

|^ b(ir.^fftfe§t§r I. cannot-. recolleS^ but they are wide 

I and numerous. ... 

' •::.■.':• I The 
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The churches are decorated with many capital pic- 
tures, by RubeHSj and likewife by ^intin Matfys^ a 
blackfmith, who commenced . painter, in order to 
obtain for wife the- daughter of a painter, who would 
give her hand to no perfon but one of his own profef- 
fion. At the entrance of the cathedral, is placed an 
effigy of this true votary to the God of Love, with 
an infcription implying that love made a black- 
fmith an AptUifr^ 'The diapel of the Virgin, ad- 
joining to the great church, is magnificent to a de- 
gree. The town is defended by a ftrong citade^ 
erefted by the Duke A^Alva^ which commands not 
only the town, but the adjacent country. The 
people value themfelves much upon their city's being 
the birth-place of Abraham Ortelius^ the great geo- 
grapher. 

I do not recoiled in my whole life to have been 
ever ftruck with fuch a reverential awe, as on enter- 
ing the cathedral. My curiofity was fcarcely gratified, 
wheh I faw a woman fix her eyes attentively upon me^ 
Mrs. Walker^ (formerly Mrs. Delanyy) who had been 
my companion in this tour, was alarmed at the cir- 
cumftance, from the remembrance of the incident I 
have already mentioned relative to Sir Charles Han* 
bury JVllliams. As we could fee only the eyes of the 
phantom, which were large and wild, the reft of her 
{5erfon being inveloped in a large capoto, there was 
feme room for her appre|ienfion$. 

Having 
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Havings enquired of the fervant that attended us, if 
I was not Mifs Bellamy^ upon his anfwering. Yes ! 
fhe burft into an agony of tears, and cried out " Ob I 
^S my fifter !" The church was crowded. And as 
the exclamation Oh ! conveys the fame idea in every 
language, the congregation fuppofed I had fome 
how or other given offence to the perfon from 
whom it proceeded. Upon this they gathered round 
me, in order to learn the caufe ; and I was appre- 
henfive, to punifh me for behaving ill in a place of 
divine worfhip ; for my being better drefled than 
diofe around me, would have pleaded, I found, in 
my disfavour. But on the fervant's informing them 
it was only a beggar, they immediately vanifhed ; 
For the people of that country look upon poverty as 
contagious, and leave the relief of it to ftrangers. 

When the crowd was difperfed, the perfon who 
had occafioned their notice ftood filent, waiting for 
me to fpeak firft ; I therefore enquired who fhe was ? 
She told me her name was Biddy Kendal^ the daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Kendal^ whofe afTemblies I had frequented 
when I was in Dublin, and to whom I had been fo 
kind. In one of my early letters to you I have men- 
tioned this family. I recoUefted her immediately, and 
requefled to know what was become of her fifler 
Betty* Upon my repeating that name, fhe eagerly 
took hold, of my hand, faying with the true Irifh 
accent, " Come and fee, my dear, I hope fhe is 
. VOL. III. I « alive. 
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*' alive, though you will blefs her poor eyes, which 
" arealmoft blind with trying.** She at the fame 
time requefted I would not go in a carriage, as fhe 
wifhed to avoid obfervation, and it would be im- 
poffible for a coach to get up to the door. She 
might have fpared this part of her requeft, as I had 
not a carriage there. 

We then went out of the church, and, after many 
turnings and windings, arrived at the place of our 
deftination. But fuch a wretched habitation I could 
not fuppofe to have been within the limits of that opu- 
lent and beautiful city. We went up fomething like 
a ladder into this receptacle of mifery. And fuch a 
fcene never prefented itfelf to my view before. The 
firft thing which ftruck my eyes was thecorpfeof a 
man, covered over with a rug ; a moft fhocking 
fight indeed to me. A little further, upon a wretched 
pallet fat a (keleton of a woman, with fcarcely any 
covering, wringing her hands, apparently in the moft 
extreme anguifli. Never did I behold a more per- 
feft pi£l:ure of defpair. By her lay an infant feeming- 
ly in the gafp of death ; and another in rags, about 
nine or ten years old, was- warming fomething in a 
pipkin over a few charcoal embers which were in an 
earthen chafljng-^ifh ; whilft the tears trickled down 
its cheeks. 

I ftood for fome moments overwhelmed by the hu- 
mane emotions that rufhed impetuous from my heart : 

affeart, 
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ahe^ as fufceptible of die ills of others as of my own. 
The woman likewife feemed to fit abforbed in griefi 
and did not appear to obfervc us» Upon which, her 
fitter going up to her, faid, " Take comfort J?f/i;; 
** here is Mifs Bellamy come, to fee you !" Without 
making any reply, (he ftared wildly, and inftahdy 
fell backward, to all appearance dead. Before I came 
in, I had fent my fervant for fome refrefhments for 
them ; of which having partaken, the perfoni thought 
dying foon recovered 5 and, to my great furprize, 
feemed now to be altogether as cheerful as (he had 
a few minutes before been oppreflcd with mifery. And 
what W2CS more extraordinary, did not take the leaft 
notice of the poor clay-cold corpfe which lay near her. 
And fearing to renew her agonies, I took care not 
to turn my eyes towards it. 

My introduftrefs now informed me, that her fitter, 
having married an officer in the Irifh brigade, was, 
with her hufband and brother, fhipwrecked,and that fhe 
had reafon to fear they both periflhed : Thatfhe hadthe 
misfortune, by this event, to lofe the whole of her pro- 
perty ; but her life, and thofe of her two children, 
had beenfaved by oiieofthe mariners, the perfon there 
lying dead, who was a native of Antwerp ; That 
with great humanity the man had brought them to 
that lodging, where he had parted with his laft ftiver 
for their fubfiftence : And that the inconveniencies 
he had experienced, from letting her fitter have the 

1 2 lodging. 
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lodging, had brought on an ague, of which he had 
died thai morning. 

Biddy Kendal added, that a lady of quality having 
wrote to her to come to Spa, to be her companion, 
upon her arrival at Flulhing {he found a letter, ac- 
quainting her with the diftreft fituation of her fifter. 
Excited by humanity, as well as the calls of confan-* 
guinity, fhe had come to Antwerp ; where ftie had 
expended jevery (hilling, and parted with moft of her 
cloaths, to fupport the unfortunate &mily. She con- 
cluded with telling me, that they were under great 
apprehenfions, from not being able to inform the 
proper officers of the death of her fifter's preferver j 
and likewife from the fear of being turned into the 
ftreet pennylefs. 

I was afraid, before I received this information, 
that the dead man had been Mrs. Branifted's huf- 
band, (that was the nrme of the woman) fo that I 
was not fo much concerned when I found it was the 
mariner, who was a fingle man, and now gone to re- 
ceive the reward of his humanity. The fervant, 
who attended me on my tour, was an Italian by birth. 
He had formerly lived with me in England, but pre- 
ferred travelling as valet du voyage^ with perfons who 
vifited the continent. Upon this occafion I called 
him i|i, and confulted him on what could be done. 
He told* me he knew a perfon in the fuhurbs, who, 
he believed, would accommodate the family. And 

as 
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as for the dead corpfe, a countryman of his worked 
for a perfon belonging to the police, to whom he 
would apply relative to the interment of it. This 
being approved of, my fervant immediately fet out, 
to carry the plan he had propofed into execution. 

Whilft he was gone, I could not help taking no- 
tice, that gratitude did not make a part of thofe two 
ladies' good qualities. They appeared infenfible to 
the fate of their benefa^or, and (hewed themfelves 
true Irifhwomen, by attending only to their own in- 
tereft. I was fo difgufted at the difcovery of thefe 
felBih fentiments, that I propofed taking my leave as 
foon as poiSble. And this I accordingly did, when 
my fervant returned, who had agreed for board and 
lodging for the whole family at twelve ducats per 
month. 

When I was going away, Mrs. Bramfted alked me 
if I recollefted my little favourite SaUy French ? TFp- 
on my telling her I did, fhe faid, " She is much in 
" the fame fituation with myfelf-5 only love engroffes 
** her heart, and the cares of the world mm. When 
c' {he has been married fo long as I have, fhe will not be 
'' fuch a fool/' If I was not much pleafed before with 
the fentiments of my new-found friends, this did not 
give me abetter opinion of them. She then proceeded 
to inform me, that the unfortunate girl fhe had men- 
tioned had been induced to leave her uncle, on whom 

I 3 was 
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was all her dependence, by an officer who was going^ 
to join his regiment in Flanders, In his way he had 
called at Antwerp, to fee a relation, ;a widow, who 
kept an hotel there. By this relation he was pre- 
yailed upon to defert his fellow-traveller; which he 
accordingly did, early one morning, leaving only a 
letter for her, wherein he informed her, that ihemuft 
now (bift for herfelf. My informant concluded, by 
tsdling me, that Mi& French was now become a 
prey to grief ^d deipair; that (he had refiifed all 
fuftenance, and feemed determined to put an end to 
her miferable life, as an atonement for her folly. 

As foon as I was told where I could find this un- 
fortunate young girl, I haftened to her, leaving the 
fifters and children to go to their new refidence ; as 
their happinefs feemed to centre merely in them- 
felves. As I had not feen Mifs French for many years, 
and (he was very young when I knew her^ it was 
hardly poflible for me to recoiled her 5 yet as I had 
been uncommonly fond of her, and there was no 
very material alteration in my figure, flie readily re- 
cognized me. 

I found the unhappy girl in a decent apartment, and 
was ftruck with her appearance. She was indeed 
the moft beautiful creature leverfaw. Her perfon 
was tall, and there was a dignity about her that com- 
manded awe, as well as admiration. She knew my 

voice 
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voice the moment I fpoke, and thus accofted me, in 
a feint accent, " How good are you, my dear Ma- 
** dam, to notice the moft wretched being upon 
** earth !'* I defired her to compofe herfelf ; telling 
her, that I feared there were very many as wretched 
as herfelf ; and that fhe ought to efteem herfelf 
happy, d^ her feducer had left her before fhe had a 
young family. I then informed her that I was come 
to take her away with me. You may be fure flie did 
not hefitate to accept of my offer. Her countenance, . 
which had jufl been overclouded with grief, began 
to aiSume a cheerfiilnefs ; and the fmile that fuc-. 
ceeded, put me in mind of the fun fhinihg through 
an April fhower. There being little to fettle, as the 
wretch had paid for every thing previous to the day 
he had abandoned her, which was about a month, 
and grief had been the chief of her fubfiflence fhice, 
(he was foon ready to accompany me. 

I fear I have tired you with a relation of thefe two 
long flories. But as they are fo interwoven with the 
circumftances of my life, and make apart of my ad- 
ventures, I thought it neceffary to infert them. 

G. A. B. 
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July 5, 17—. 

T is impoffible to defcribc to you the infolence of 
the people belonging to the h6tels in this city, or the 
exorbitance of their charges. Upon our return to 
that at which we had put up, I found the hoftefs 
greatly offended that I had not ordered dinner be- 
fore I fet out in the morning to view the place. In- 
deed, I had totally forgot the circumftance. And the 
two nncontres I had met with, during my abfence, 
had prevented my returning in time to do fo. 

As foon as I entered the hotel, I ran into a room, 
the door of which flood open, where an object pre- 
fented itfelf to my view, that terrified me greatly. A 
lar^e crucifix flood in a niche, oppofitc the window, 
and upon which a lamp reflefted a dimly glimmering 
light. By this deceptions light the figure appeared to 
be animated ; and my fancy, aided by my fears, re- 
prefented it to my imagination as writhing in the 
agonies of death. My fcreams, upon beholding this 
fpcftacle, alarmed the whole houfe. Among the refl, 
appeared the good hoflefs, who upon learning the 
occafion, coolly replied, I was not the firfl that had 
been terrified at the fight : but people who were fo 

timorous, 
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timorous, ought to burn lights conftantly in the 
room they fat in. To which file added, with the moft 
infolent air imaginable, ** I fiiould not think indeed 
** of perfons taking up apartments in an hotel, with- 
*^ out ordering what is neceflary. But it fliall make 
" no difference 5 for 1 fliall charge both meals to- 
*' gether." This flie accordingly did. And upon 
my attendant's finding fault with the enormous charge, 
file told him with a fupercilious fmile, that it was 
well he had demurred inftead oi me \ for if / had 
done it, flie would have doubled the fum. 

Could you have conceived fuch treatment poffible 
in fo large and populous a city ? After paying this 
bill, I found I had but a few ducats left ; which would 
go but a little way towards fuch unreafonable de- 
mands as I was here fubjeft to. And what was to 
be done I knew not. I had nothing of value with me, 
being in mourning, but my watch, and an Agnes 
Dei, which had a diamond of fome coft at the top of 
it. As the people of Antwerp are bigots to a degree^ 
I thought I could readily difpofe of the latter. This 
I determined to do, and immediately to fet out for 
the Hague. In order to accomplifli my plan, I called 
in my travelling attendant, who toFd me there would 
be no ncceffity for my difpofmg of the jewel, as he 

I 5 could 



could procure me any fum I ftood in need of, for my 
draft upon England, 

This he did, and it happened very fortunately ; as 
the poor girl I had taken under my protection be- 
came fo extremely ill, that I was obliged to poftpone » 
my journey upon her account. The grief flie had 
imbibed through the falfehood of her loVcr ; the re- 
mains of affeftion for him ; together with the fud- 
den ttaiifition from the deepeft defpair, to the re- 
lief my notice afforded her ; were, all united, too 
ftrong for her delicate fr^me ;^ aftd fhe funk under 
the accumulated burthen. I was fo long detained at 
Antwerp by this incident, that I found it neceflary^to 
defer my vifit to the Hague j efpecially as I had re- 
ceived a letter frOm England, informing me that the 
theatre was to open early in September* 

From the fituation of; mind I was in with regard 
to Mr. Calcraft^ I could have wlfhed never to re- 
turn. My home was become fo hateful to me, that 
nothing could have induced me to revifit it, but the 
impulfes of maternal affeftionj and the certainty of 
finding all my pecuniary affairs fettled. I, however^ 
at length, fet out on my return, but we were obliged 
to travel very f owly, as Mifs Frenches indifpofition 
increafed daily : aiul to fo great a height had it at- 
tained in a fortnight, thatj from the inexpreffibly 
beautiful form I have already defcribed, (he was be- 
come a frightful fkeleton. Upon 
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Upon my arrjival in England, I was diftreiTed be- 
yond meafure at finding thajt Calcrafiy who was 
then at Marlborough, had not kept his promife as 
to my debts. Having depended upon him, I had 
not thought it nececeflary to acquaint my creditors 
with my going abroad, which I fhould otherwife 
have done, as fome of them were rather uneafy, 
having heard we were not upon the beft terms. 
It therefore became needful to make my en- 
gagement at the theatre, which I had lately en- 
tered into, publicly known in the newfpapers. This 
was fufficient to quiet the apprehenfion^ of Aofe to 
whom I was indebted { but it was not fatisfaftory^ 
to me. I was much mortified at being obliged to 
have recourfe to fuch duplicity. 

Upon this occafion I applied for advice to my 
conftant friend at Somerfet-houfe, Lady Tyrawley j 
and her ladjrfhip encouraged me to form a refolution 
to quit his houfe, if Mr. Cakrafl did not pay ipy 
debts. When he returned to town from Marlbo- 
rough, dreading the eclairciflement which he ex- 
pelled would take place between us, he pretended 
to be ill. At leail I thought his indifpofition to be 
only pretence ; for when a perfon is once found 
guilty oi a deception, we are apt to fufpe<ft all their 
actions. 

Nothing is fo dreadful to a liberal mind, as be- 
ing obliged to folicit a favour froln a perfon, to* 

1 6 ward 
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wards whom, for fome reafon or other, we enter- 
tain a diflike. Cruel neceffity, however, now com- 
pelled me to do this. Yet as I always efteemed'a 
promife a debt ^ and moft of thofe obligations I 
wanted him to difcharge were entered into upon 
his account, I thought I had a right to demand from 
Mr. Calcraft the fulfilment of his. I therefore 
went down to the office one day, and with more 
warmth than he had ever feen me animated by be- 
fore, infifted On his performing this part of his agree- 
ment. I upbraided bim for the negleft of it, in 
fuch a determined manner, that there remained no 
room for him to doubtj of my immediately quitting 
his houfe, if my demand was not complied with. 

He urged in his defence, that he had loft a great 
deal of money -, that he had purchafed two eftates j 
apd that he had expended confiderable fums for 
Lord GrAnhy, Through thefe united drains, he 
faid, be was really 4iftrefled. He told me, he had 
been in hopes that'Mifs Meredith^ legacy had made 
me tolerably eafy, as it was feventeen hundred 
pounds, v^thout the jewels. I reminded him of the 
debt for twelve hundred pounds which was to be 
dedu6)£d out of it. And I then informed him 
that I believed I owedj befides, about three thou- 
land or fomewhat more, but Qifford was a better 

judge 
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judge than myfelf, of the particulars. I concluded 
with aiTuring him that I would have them paid. 

He fhook his^ head, and faid it was a large Aim ; 
but if I could put oflF the payment till my benefit, 
he would fet me clear, upon my promifmg never 
more to incur any debts. I told him, I difliked 
conditions j-but, if he would take off the rent charge 
from me of his brother and fitter, I would confent. 
He muft know, I continued, that this was no in- 
confiderable matter, as it was fhameful in him to 
confine the expences of a young man, in fo expen- 
five a line as that of the guards, to his pay \ and 
a young woman, who was obliged to appear as a 
gentlewoman, to fifty pounds a year. I then de- 
livered him a bill of WoodtfieW^ for wine, which 
was had when I kept the houfe, and wine was not 
to be included in the articles I was to pay for. He 
immediately called for a check, and gave me a 
draught upon his banker for the fum. This I de- 
livered inftantly into the hands of Mr. fFillis^ the 
clerk who brought the check, and defired he would 
call and difcharge the bill. It was accordingly dif* 
charged the fame day. My mind now was fome- 
what eafier. Notwithftanding which, as I could 
not entertain any Icfs difguftful fentiments of the 

mafter 
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mafter of the houie» home was ftill aa hateful as ever 
'to me« 

Upon my return from the Continent, I found that 
my neyr acquaintance, Mifs St. Leger^ was mar- 
ried, and at variance with her mother. This pre- 
vented our ever meeting, but once upon a very 
difagreeable occafiori j and being obliged, fome 
time after, to defire the Lady to be filent, one night 
at the Theatre, when ihe was too 'vociferous. 

About this time, Lady Caroline Keppel was taken 
dangeroufly ill j which threw her whole family, as 
well as Lady Caroline Fox, into the greateil diflrefs. 
That amiable young lady was ordered, like myfelf, 
to Briftol to die ; but fhe was almoft as miraculouf- 
ly reflored to health there as I had been. Mr. Jdair^ 
who had afterwards the happinefs of calling Lady 
Caroline his wife, declared upon this occadon, that 
he really thought that Lady and myfelf immortal \ 
as it was not in the power of fuch fever^ indifpofi- 
tions as we had both been afHi<^d with, to deftroy 
us. He however found to his cofl that her lady- 
{hip was mortal. For (he fell a facrifice a fhort 
time after to her afFeftionate regard for her filler, 
Lady Taviftock. Impelled by that to accompany her 
fifter to Portugal, before Ihe herfelf^was reco- 
vered from an illnefs under which (he had la- 
boured, 
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boitred, her anxiety, and her urijocmitdng care of 
the dear lady fhe attended, robbed her alfo of her 
life ; a life which was efleemed invaluable by all 
who had the haf^inefs of knowing her. 

My theatrical expe£btions, this feafon, were far 
from pleafing. Moft of thofe ladies who had ufu- 
ally honoured me with their encouragement at the 
Theatre being either indifpofed, gone abroad, or 
dead, it made a material difference in my fituation^ 
and foreboded but an indifFerent feafon/ My poli- 
tical connexions feemed to prefent me with a prof- 
ped: no lefs difcouraging. Mr. Fox injudiciou/fy ac- 
cepted the feals. I fay injudicioufly, becaufe in that 
office he would be circumfcribed. It was with great 
difficulty he was perfuaded to accept of them. And 
a very remarkable circumftance attended it. He 
was three times minifter, and as often a private gen- 
tleman, in twenty "four hours. 

The War-Office moft feverely felt his tranflation; 
as there never was a perfon in any department of th^ 
ftate that acquitted himfelf with more credit, or gave 
more univerfal (atisfadlion. His attention extended 
«ven to the minuteft affair, and was unremitting. 
No officer had occafion to levee him twice. Upon 
their firft application, he immediately informed them 
whether their expe£fations could be anfwered. 

It muft naturally be fuppofed that a perfon of Mr. 
Fox's great politick genius, and unlimited upder^ 
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ftanding could not feel himfelf happy in a fituation 
where he was cramped by a man pofiefTed of no other 
qualification but that of knowing how to give a good 
dinner. It was too late for him, however, to retraft, 
when he had once yielded to the ill-timed perfuafions 
which over-ruled his judgment ; and he found him- 
felf obliged tobuftle through the blunders daily com- 
mitted by his coadjutor. The admiaiftration he was 
engaged in, was, befides, unfortunate. A chain of 
unforefeen events, exclufive of the unlucky naval 
difappointment,and the fatal cataftrophe which afford- 
ed Mr. Pitt occafion to give fo ftriking a fpecimen 
of his eloquence, tended to make it fo. 

Mr. CalcrajVs ambition took the alarm on his not 
being appointed fecretary to his patron. That gen- 
tleman gavfe the fecretaryfhip to his nephew, the 
honourable Mr. Dtgby ; to Calcrajih great difap- 
pointment and vexation. The ties of gratitude, not- 
withftanding its uncommonly forcible claims from 
him, were greatly weakened in his breaft upon this 
occafion. He could not conceal his difguft. Upon 
my remonftrating with him on the fubjeft, and repre- 
fenting to him how unqualified he was to fit in Par- 
liament, I difcovered that he had pleafed himfelf with 
the thoughts of making a figure in St. Stephen's 
chapel. To evade the - regulation which prevented 
agents from fitting in the houfe, I found, he propofed 
making over the agency for bis regiments to his two 

4 principal 
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principal clerks, referving the greateft part of thq 
emoluments to himfelf. 

When I heiird this, I could not refain from being a 
little farcaftic, I told him, I made no doubt but that 
he would know, when he got into the houfe, which 
iide to take his feat on ; yet, in my opinion, he was 
totally difqualified from being any thing more than a 
Tea and Nay Man. He was much offended at the fup- 
poiition, and made me the following fenfible and florid 
reply : " I am young enough to learn. - I have been 
" Fag long enough, and will not be any body's flave 
** no longer." I know not which furprifed me moft, his 
infolence, his phrafeology, or his abfurdity ; and I 
could not withhold from faying, that I was forry I had 
taken any pains to prevent his appearing to the 
world, the moft ungrateful monfter in the univerfc. 
That he muft expeft, if he proceeded in his foolifh 
fchcmes, to be detefted by every rational being. And 
I could not help concluding my animadverfions widi 
repeating that expreffive line of Dryden's, 

He that's ungrateful has no crime but wi* 

As I had colle£ied, whilft I thus addreffed him, all the 
contempt and indignation an offended woman couW 
call to her aid, in my manner, look, and voice, he 
fhuddered as if a gorgon had prefented itfelf Co his 
view, and f^r the time, feemed to adopt my opiniom 

• But 
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But his behaviout afterwards proved, that this con- 
ceffion was only defigned as a mafque to hide his in- 
tentions from me, and to free himfelf from my future 
Jobations. 

The feeds of that fouleft of the mental imperfec- 
tions, ingratitude, were thickly fown in his heart. — 
As Tunon fajrs of his friends, << The fellow had his 
^ ingratitude in him hereditary."-— I dare fay, die 
fweet (ong of the immortal mafter of the paffions, 
upon tlus fubje^ BioWy bhw, thu winter^ s windy 
occurs to your memory here, as it does to mine. — 
Nothing can be more applicable—" The winter^s 
^< wind is not, indeed, fo unkind as man's ingratitude 
^ —its tooth 16 not fo keen, beeaufe it is not feen> 
" alrtx>ugh its breadi be rude— nor do the freezings 
t^ of the bitter fky bite near fo nigh ^s benefits 
« forgot." 

^^**.^^^n., G. A. B. 
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STAND corre£led.— Iliave, indeed, more than 
once received your approbation of my de8;reffive 
failles.^ have likewife been honoured with your 
expre& injumftioni* to purfiie my little wanderings 

from 



G. A. % BL L AUY. tSf 

from the beaten track of narrative, on condition 
that I do not keep out of th^ road fo long as to lead 
the imagination too far from th^ principal fubjeft.— 
Thus encouraged, I will not again apologize, but 
fufFer my pen to take its courfe.-— i£iZ?z votis donc^ ma 
plume. 

Every thing now confpired to add to my vexatious 
fituation. And thefe conftant agitations, of mind 
impaired my health; fo that I was but feldom able to. 
make my appearance at the theatre. The death of 
Mifs French alfo afFe£bd me much, notwithftanding ; ^ 
it was an event to be expe&ed i and it would have 
been cruelty to wifli a life prolonged, whichj'from tl^gj 
corroding refledUons and delicate fenfations it mufl 
always have been a prey to, could never hope for 
tranquillity. This once fweet and lovely girl expired 
without a groan, one day as we fat at dinner. Upon 
this occafion I might, with propriety, once more 
make ufe of Gay*s defcriptive phrafe, and fay, that 
« She bow'd her head and died." 

From this incident, I am convinced, that it is 
iituation which often caufes the effed. Senfations 
receive their birtb rather from circumftances than 
from the events themfelves. For, as there was an ; 
irremovable bar placed between this young lady and' 
happineis, had {he expired in her apartment, it would [ 
not have excited either furprize or grief. But to 
make her exit during the conviviality of the feftivc? 
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board, was fo unaccuftomed an accident, that it 
threw a damp upon the furrounding fpe£bitors, 
and greatly added to the horror naturally attendant 
on the diflblution o( a human being, I afterwards 
learned, that the wretch, to whofe villainy this fair 
flower owed her untimely fall, was broke for 
cowardice. A certain proof, that none but daftards 
can treat a weak, defencelefs, unfufpicious, believing 
woman, with fuch inhumanity. 

Befides the diftrefs I experienced in my family, 
the ill fuccefs of public afFairs gave me equal un- 
eafmefs. ^Batting a minifter was no uncuflomary 
thing ; but the moft palpable falfehoods were not 
wanting to calumniate the prefent. Mr. Fox was made 
accountable for the errors of others. It had been 
thought neceflary to engage foreign troops for the 
internal defence of the kingdom. This vsras a fpaci- 
ous field for the great orator to rove in, and give 
free fcope to his unbridled power of eloquence. 
Among other unhackneyed expreflions, he made 
ufe of the following : — ^he vrifhed the motion might 
prove a mill-ftone about the mover's neck, to drag 
him to the lower regions. The «vent of the meafure 
is well known. 

At length, worn out with repeated difappoint- 
ments and inccflant abufe, this great man refigned the 
feals. Had he been permitted to aft alone, as his 
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fucceflbr was, I have no doubt but he would have 
guided the helm with as much fuccefs as be did« 

Mr. Pitt now adopted the very plan that his pre- 
decefTor had been ftigmatizcd for. America was to 
be conquered in Germany. Upon a motion he made in 
the houfe for that purpofe, Mr. Fox arofe, and faid, 
" I am happy the Right Honourable Gendeman has 
" retrained the opinion he has hitherto maintained. 
" And I fmcerely wifh, that what he hoped would 
" prove a mill-ftone about my neck, might become 
" a brilliant, equal, if not fuperior, to that of his 
" namefake *, to grace his hat withal." The man- 
ner, in which this wifli was delivered, added greatly 
to the thought. It faemcd to point out the variable- 
nefs of Mr. P.itfs political tenetr, in direft oppofition 
to his own, which had been always invariable, and 
fixed as the needle to the pole. 

I now grew weary both of my political attach- 
ments and my theatrical engagements. And at the 
conclufion of the fe.^fon, I propofed retiring to the 
continent, as I made no doubt of Mr. Calcraffs pay- 
ing my debts. But in this cxpeftaticn I was once 
more difappointed. For as foon as the feafon was 
over, he waited upon Lady Tyrawkyj and informed 
her, that a very great lofs had put it out of his power 
to exonerate n^e from my debts at prefent. He 

* Gcvtinor Pitt, commonly called DiamondYiiU 

therefore 
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therefore requefted her Ladyfhip to intercede with me 
to have patience till the cnfiiing feafon. He then 
offered to join with me in a bond to Sparks for the 
four hundred pounds I owed him. 

I fuppofed he had received a lift from Clifford of Ae 
whole of my debts ; but as he never purpofed to pay 
tiiem, he deemed that an unneceffary trouble. As 1 
could not imagine that he would endeavour to im- ^ 
pofe a falfehood upon any lady who was herfelf a 
miracle of truth, I fubmitted to his propofal, and 
joined in the execution of th6 bond to Mr. Sparks^ 
which has never been paid to this hour. 

I now borrowed two thoufand pounds upon my 
jewels, of Bibby a pawnbroker, in Stanhope-ftreet, 
Clare-market ; and adding this to the money I had 
received at my benefit, paid my creditors as far as it 
would go J referving only two hundred pounds for 
the exigences of my intended journey to the Hague. 
I had been prevented, as I have already informed . 
you, from vifiting that place laft fummer, and I now 
was determined to do it. I was the more anxious 
to quit the kingdom, as company was grown difa- 
greeable to me. My fpirits were fo depreffed, that 
I could not keep up the ball of converfation as ufiial. 
At the fame time I did not wifh to have my dejeftion 
perceived, left it fliould lead to a fufpicion of the 
caufe. I could not bear the thoughts that my fitua- 
tion fhould be even guefled at* I was as cautious in 

this 
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this refpe^t as if I myfelf had been guilty of the cruel 
deception, which had been pra£tifed upon me— -as if 
the unhappinefs I laboured under proceeded from my 

mvn imprudence, and not the villainy of another. 

I fet out according to my intention for Holland, 
and arrived at Amfterdam, without any circum* 
ftance occurring worthy of relating. In this city I 

/ was advifed, by my former travelling attendant, yohtty 
who likewife accompanied me during my prefent 
tour, to make a ftay of a few days. As I repeated 
to you a few of the obfervations I made in my laft 
excurfion, and they met with a favourable reception, 
I fhaU do the fame now. 

Amfterdam is a very populous place. The houfes 
are handfomely built, and the ftreets are remarkably 
clean. There are many churches of all perfuaflons 
in it, but none are permitted the ufe of bells, but 
thofe belonging to the Calvinifts, which is the efta- 
bliflied religion. The chapels amount to twenty- 
feven. Among thefe, there is a kind of monaftery, 
the nuns of which are not confined to the ftrift rules 
of others, but allowed to marrj', if they pleafe. The 
air of the city is far from being pure, owing to the 
fogs that frequently obfcure It. 

The current coin is guilders, in value about two 
{hillings. The induftry of the inhabitants is in- 
credible. To fee a perfon idle in Amfterdam, would 
be a miracle. The trade of this place is greater 

than 
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than that of any other port in Europe, the vaft com- 
merce which is carried on by the Dutch to the Eaft 
Indies centering^ here. It abounds with hofpitals, 
befides which there are boxes, for the benefit of the 
poor,' hung up in different parts of the city, the pro- 
duc^ of which is diftributed every quarter of a year 
by the overfeers. The playhoufes pay half their pro- 
fits to the indigent. 

The exchange is one of its greateft ornaments. 
The gates of the city^are (hut up tvcry night at a 
quarter paft twelve, and every perfon coming in after 
that hour, pays an additional penny for the poor. 
The houfes of corredlion are worth viewing. Thofe 
who are confined in them, rafp or faw Brazil wood. 
And the indolent are puniflied in a very extraordi- 
nary manner, they are (hut up into a place, iAto which 
the water flows, fo that the^ are obliged to pump 
inceffently to preferve themfelves from drowning. 
Their public fchools are much talked of, but I had 
not an opportunity of viewing them. There are 
four fluices which open into the Wye, where there are 
beautiful walks planted with trees. And on the 
Wye there is one, which commands a very extenfive 
profpeft. In different parts of the city, are a great 
number of mills for fawing of wood, for polifhing of 
marble, and for making gunpowder, &c. 

Here we refided a week. But the length of our 
refidence was more owing to the badnefs of the 

weather, 
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weather, than to any prepoffeffion in favour of <he 
place. For the people are too bufy to be civil. And 
tfiough, from the cxtcnfivenefs of its trade, Amfter- 
dam might juftljr be ftyled the grand ceitforium of 
commerce and opulence, yet I never was in any 
place that I would w/ prefer to it as Ae place of my 

abode. 

i * At the Hague you get, as it were, into aiiothef 
k world, there the people are altogether as polite ; and 
particularly fo to ftrangcrs. Many of the ftreets 
and public places are fpacious and airy. The build- 
ings, in general, are grand, and the air is pure. 
This I experienced as foon as I approached it, as 
I I had found a difficulty in breathing at Amfterdam. 
* I had .letters of recommendation to Mr. Van Helfs 
family, which made my ftay at the Hague very 
agreeable. 

The palace at Qpdam is the moft magnificent. 

The Prince of Orange has a houfe here, but it is not, 

\ in niy opinion, equal to that of the Deputies of Am-. 

. iterdam. The town-houfe is a very handfome 

! building. In the front of it is a motto in Latin, 

which' means, that it is not in the power oi Jupiter 

himfelf to pleafe every one. The great church 

; fronts the town-houie, \^ich has nothing belonging 

i to it to excite curiofity, but a very high fteeple. The 

I principal ftreet, called the Prince Graft^ is moft 

-beautiful indeed* A fine canal, adorned with trees 

K runs 
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Funs through it. The buildings are fumptuoitt^ 
and are chiefly inhabited by people of quality. 

The environs are ipleafant, particularly the wood, 

-nvhich is fituated at a little diftance from the town, 

and whesether e is a palace belonging to the Prince of 

Oi^ange. They have a legend here, that Margaret^ 

daughter of the Count of Holland and Zealand, .was 

idelivered of three hundred and Cxty-five children at 

a birthk I refidedin this delightful town fix weeks \ 

and the great civilities I received during that time, 

are ftill imprinted on ipy memory. l£xcufe this 

curfory, unconnedled account of the places I vifited. 

You will readily perceive that the obfervations were 

made, and are now written, in hafte. 

Upon my return to England^ I was invited to en- 
gage once more vyith Mr. Rich* But Barry being 
gone to Ireland, I did not choofe to hazard, die lejMi- 
tation I had gained on the ftage,by playing to empty 
benches. I, accordingly, as I made no doubt of my 
debts being foon paid by Mr. Cakrafiy declined any 
agreement. My health was perfectly eftablifhcd, 
but a glooin had taken poi&ffion of my mind that I 
could n(^ get rid of. I flew to diffipation for relief; 
but that j)rov,ed a vain refource, efpecially as the caufe 
of that gloom refided under the roof with mt^^DiJp^ 
J>aticn ever proves a vain remedy for a wounded 
mind— It might. Indeed, ("If I may be allowed to 
ufc the word when fpeaking of an imm.aterial fub- 

ftance) 
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ftance} rhatrize the wound ; fpread over it a feem- 
ing healthy (kin, and give a delufive glow to the 
countenance ; but under thefe appearances, the ail- 
ment will ftill rankle, and need a different treatment. 
Sufferings are alone to be alleviated by a patient rc- 
fignation to the will of heaven 5 and the only cure 
for them is Hopf. 

I had an offer, about this time, from Mr. fFood^ 
zvard, of joining Mr. Barry and himfelf at their 
theatre, Crow-Street, Dublin, in which they had a 
joint concern. This^cntleman was indifcrect enough, 
upon fome trifling quarrel with Mr. Garricky to em- 
bark a fortune of eleven thoufand pounds in a theatri- 
cal adventure with Barry^ who not only was with- 
out a (hilling, but greatly incumbered with debts. 
As the firft ftep towards getting rid of his money, a 
oiew theatre was to be built. 

Mr. Mojfop had engaged another theatre there in 
oppofition to theirs. And as I had been fe carefled 
^nd flattered at Dublin, in my younger days, it was 
naturally to be fuppofed, that the fuccefs I had fince 
met with on the London theatres, would enhance my 
valu^, and make me a defirable acquifition to any 
houfe I fhould appear at. In anfwer to Mr. IFood-- 
ward's application, which was by letter, I informed 
him, that at the diftance of fo many months I could 
not come to any refolution relative to his propofals^ 

K 2 but. 
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but, if I vifited Ireland, I would moft certaii Jy give 
him the preference. 

G. B. A. 
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July 18, 17—. 



T this time, the celebrated Madam Bruna made 
a vifit to England, in order to try if ihe could not 
recover fome part of an eftate her grandfather had 
forfeited in the reign of King IViltiam, The Mar* 
xjuis de AhriOy ambafTador from the court of Spain, 
who had fucceeded General Wall^ was captivated 
by her voice. And as his Excellency was intimate 
at my houfe, and knew my paf&on for mufic, he in- 
troduced this lady to me. I was fo fafcinated by her 
niufical powers, that every hour flie could fpareflie 
complaif^ntly paffed with me in Parliament-ftreet. 

Though Shakefpere fays, *< there's nought fo ftock- 
" ifii, hard, and full of rage, but mufic for the 
" time doth change his nature ;'* yet, as I have 
faid before, Calcrafi was an exception to this ^'ule. 
He fo difliked harmony, that^ whenever the found 
reached his ear, he diredUy went abroad. This, added 
to the gratification of my paffion for mufic, induced 
me to have frequent concerts ; and fome of the firft 
)adi83 honoured mc with their company upon thefe 
occafions. This Syren was fo much admired, that 

• 

whenever (he cbofe to enchant her hearers, the 

Spaniih 
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Spanilh ambaflador*s houfe, as well as mine, were 
crowded. I was now rjevei: at home, except when I 
had parties which prevented Mr. Calcraft and me 
f5rom meeting, but now and then at dinner. 

On New Year's Day I had always a concert and ball. 
This year^ Mr. Calcraft^ in confideration of my not 
having any theatrical engagement, fent me a hundred 
guineas by the houfe-fte ward. I own I was greatly fur- 
prifed at this unexpefted fit of generofity. And,. 
though it Was very inadequate to tlie expences 
of th^ day, as I had the firft performers ,at the 
concert, and a. ^reat number of ladies as vifitors, 
together with the foreign minifters, I accepted of it. 
The unfortunate Count de Bxtthmouj minifter frpm 
the court of Denmark, opened the ball with the 
Counitefe of Mqrnr^on. Anfi the. thrcae youngs la- 
£es, wl^o yiedj wil^ the thr^ Graces,^ follpwed their 
lovely mothen - .. . ^ 

The night was (pent in feftivlty, whiph wa^ in a. 
great mcafurc owing to the abfence of the mafter of 
the manfi^n. He had, as I afterwards learned^ 
formed, at this time, a conne£tion with a lady who 
had been my moft intima,te acquaintance. It was 
with fonae degree of fiirpjriz^ that I heard every thing 
I feid of Mr, Gz/^r/j/J repeatied, with exaggeration by. 
my woman.. She was perpetually throwing out hints 
of his n^w engagement. But as his amours could 
not; concern me., I. turned a deaf ear to them. In 

K.3 thefe 
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thefe repetitions there were many unneceffary cxagge- 
fiitions. For as my averfion to him was'confirmedj 
and I always valued myfelf ifpon my fincerity, what 
I faid of him needed no addition. 

When I went to my own apartment, after the 
ball, Clifford^ who was ready to burft with the fecret, 
wifhed me joy of the hundred guineas. To which 
(he added, that her mafter had been much afraid I 
ihould not have had my ufual entertainment that day. 
Upon my enquiring why 5 (he faid, if I had not, he 
would have been deprived of the opportunity of keeping 
his affignation with my good friend, mentioning her 
name. At firfll laughed at the abfurdityof thefuppofl- 
tion ; but upon her ftill perfifting in it, I grew angry ; 
as the perfonfhe mentioned was a married woman. 

At length, fhe informed me, that if I would be at 
the pains to convince myfdf of the truth of what 
fhe had told me, I might very foon do it ; as fhe knew 
tbeir place of rendezvous^ and would attend me« 
With regard to the gentleman, be had my free pe»- 
miffion to engage himfelf wherever he thought proper. 
But as the lady had enjoyed myconfidence^ and been 
miftefs of fevery thing I poflefied, I could not fo ea- 
sily reconcile myfelf to her treachery. I was now 
tu> longer at a lofs to account for die many fto« 
ries I had heard'repeated to my difadvantage. But 
the perpjetual round of engagements I was involved 
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in, made me forget for a time the information I had 
received. 

One evening, however, CUffird came to me, anJ 
informed me, that if I would go to a certain houfe 
in Leicefter Square, I might be fatisfied of the truth 
of what (he had told me, by being an eye witnefs to 
their meeting. I accordingly fet out with her, and 
was convinced from ocular demonftration, that my 
female friend was one of the moft worthlefs of wo- 
men. 

Mr« Cakrafiy alarmed left I fhould divulge the 
affair, which might bring on a profecution from 
die injured hulband, came dire£Uy home^ in order 
to prevail upon meta be Alent. But I was gone to 
Madbdn Brancfs ; defpifing both the lady andthe gen# 
tieman too much to trouble myfelf about them. 
Shame, avarice, and I have reafon to believe,, dif^ 
gufty made him avoid me for fome timc^ after the 
difcovery. But this I was not in the leaft difpleafed 
at, as I had come to a refolutioii to leave his houfe. 

Notwithftanding what had happened, I entertained 
no doubt but that he would kf^ep the promife he had 
fo often made to me, and fo folemnly repeated to 
Lady Tyrawley. During the laft three months of my: 
reiiding in Parliament-ftreet, we did not meet above, 
twice. At die expiration of the time when the money 
was lobe paid, I went to my much4oved advifer at 
Souierfet-houfe. Since I had informed that lady of my 

K 4.. rear 
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real fituation, Ihc had redoubled her regard for ttyi^ 
My having been deceived into a conne£tion with a mao 
I could neither love nor efteem^ (ecured me her com- 
paffion. As ihe faw that the uncertainty of my fate 
made me truly wretched, her ladyibip advifed me not 
to delay coming to an eclairciflement j and^ if Mr* 
Cakraft prevaricated in the leaft, to quit the houfe im^- 
mediately. 

Though prudence difUted that \% would not be 
proper to leave Parliament- ftreet till he had fulfilled 
bis prdmife,' Irefolvedtofetoffthe next morning for 
Briftol^ if he made the /f^ demitr. I therefore, a« 
feoa asl ^turned from Lady Tyrawley's ordered C^ 
firdto fealup thereceiptsof il(&^;r^«tv,Z^^^ahd La^ 
sgirr«rj,thepcrfon8ofwhom I had purchafedmyjewcb* 
Thefe amounted to fix thoufand pounds, exclufive of 
thofe left me by Mif$ Meredith^ and whkh as her 
legacy I coidd not part with. I further gave her di^ 
lieSdons to order a cbaife and four to be ready at fix 
o'clock and to pack up what would be neceflary foe 
my journey. 

It was very uncommon for Mr. Cakraft and myfelf 
to dine alone. But we then fortunately fat down 
tete-a-tete. Mrs. Walker^ vrtio knew my intention^ 
purpofely abfented herfelf upon the occafion. She 
viras prepared as well as myfelf for the journey, as we 
neither of us had the leaftexpe^tion of his perform^' 

ing 
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ing^his^ promife, notwithfbi^ng Lady Tyrmvityyn^ 
fo fanguinc. ^ : : ') 

There is. not in nature fo difficult a tafk, as to pre^v 
vail upon one's felf to folicit a fitvour from a being we 
hate. Even to receive an obligation unajkei is 
difagre^ble. To afk it was peculiarly grating to my 
mind, as pecuniary fubjefb were ever, as I have al^* 
ready informed you, difcordant to my foul. Thefe 
ientiments fpread an unaccuftomed gravity over mj^ 
coui^tenance* This could not pafs unobferved hji 
bim : and he enquired whether;. I was indifpofed. 
Upon my anfwering, yes! he was good ^nougfi txx 
afk of wkat nature my diforder wasr iTo^l^h 
I replied, ** The very worft that can opprefe a wretch j 
<5 I am overwhelmed with debt, and deceived beyqnd 
*> a poffibility of reparation." , • 

He then comni^tsd upon n^y e3ctravagance«-Tp}4 
me that my late hours afFecSbed my heahh, anfijc^-? 
iequently made me low fpirited. Said that Lei^oye^ 
every pleafure the world could afford. An4 -coQcki-^ 
ded with alluring me, that with regard to my debts^ 
be would be fatisfied I had icone r^^d lor bji^, l^<?. 
fore he parted Mridi fo capital a {ym. After ti^s^ be 
muttered fomething I did not^ at that time» well un^ 
derftand. 

To all diis I replied, that Qoniiderkig thetermt 
we had been upon fmce I ha,d difcovered the cru^l de- 
ception he bad made ufe of to ruin me, he could 90^ 

poffibly 
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poffibly have any right to cenfure my conduft ; nor 
did I think myfel^ ii i^ryy {hape, accoiiiitaUe to him. 
And as to regard forhim, I neither had^or ever could, 
profefs what was foreign from my foul.. I told him 
that what I now required of him, was only the peffor- 
isiance of a promrfe, which I claimed as a debt ; 
a prpmife which be ought to confider as bindmg^ had 
not the bills to be difcharged been for wbat was con- 
fiimed in his houfe and by his company; but as be knew 
that to be really the cafe, it invA certainly render the^ 
obligation ftronger. I then demanded an immediate 
and pofidve anfwer. 

To this, however, without any hefitation, he gave a 
negative^ 

Upon whicli, I very calmly, but beftowihg upott 
him, at the fame time, a fmile of the moft ineffable 
contempt, aiked him if he would lend me the fum of 
two diou&nd four hundred pounds upon my jewehiy 
which were pledged; I mentioned that fum, as^ 
tfie intereft had accun^iulated, and I had no money to 
take me to Briftd. I then produced the duplicate.. 
He made no objedion to the advance of two tiiou- 
fand pounds, but die four hundred he demurred at, 
Lefe I told him would not do. At laft be gave Mr. 
ff^Uisy the clerk I liave often mentioned, the mo* 
Hey, upon my producing the jeweller's receipts. 

When this was done, I requefted that he would 
di^ofe oC die jewels as ibon as he could, and haviog- 

repaud" 
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repaid himfelf the money he had now advanced, let 
rae have the overplus to pay my creditors, as fer as it 
would go ; for I could do very well with the diamonds 
I had, or without any, rather than be afked for mo« 
ney that was. juftly due. He gave me upwards of an 
hundredyAnd feemed very happy to have a depofiC in his 
hands, worth three times the (iim he had advanced. 
Nor was it the leaft part of his {deafure that he 
liad made me eafy at fo cheap a rate* 

The chaife came to the door at the time it was or* 
dered ; and as my daughter was ta return, the fiime 
evening to Camden Houfe, where fhe went to fchool, 
Mr. Citkrafi might naturally fuppofe the carriage was 
for diat purpofe \ but upon his obferving four hor&s 
and a trunk behind, he remarked that thts was unne- 
ceflary for fo fhort a way. To which I replied, 
diat I was going a great way ; for I propofed lying at 
Reading that night* And as the horfes were my 
own, I certainly had a right to make ufe of them* 
At hearing this, his colour, which was gene- 
rally very florid, became in an inflant pale as death. 
He, however, handed me to the carriage with the 
moft calm, and apparently unaf!e£led indifference. 
I then bid* him adieu; We ihould never, Ihopid^ 
meet again. 

When I got into the chaife, the fenfations I felt 
could not be exceeded by thofe of a wretch reprieved 
from condign punifbmenti Though deeply involved 

in 
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in debt, and without one pleafing profpe£^ I never in 
my life experienced fuch uiiimbittered joy. The 
parting from my daughter was. indeed fome abate- 
ment of it when I could colled): my thoughts, but as I 
intex^ded a fpeedy return, I hoped foon to fee her ag^in 
Vi,% the fchool, though not at her father's. And as I 
\^as accuftomed to. bo^fopajrated from her,it was but a 
in^micntarjr pan^. . 

At Salt-hill I rqet ^^r. Foxy to whom I related the. 
whpte pf 'vjrhat had happen^. Pe blamed m« for 
Ipayipg th? houfe before I wa^ quite clears and, 
earneftl J5 requefted tb^I^ would: return. IJ^ i^fprm-% 
ed.w t^ Mr. Ga/ff^^hadbintcidrat.my/b^^^ fep 
i^me tiine^p^(l> enter;tained a garti^ity- tayicards ano*. 
thpr,^^ijd my quittix^bis^ hpyfe fa fuddpnljc>^ he faid,. 
wpuld tjBijd |o.co|>fipn^his fufpicjons. 4^. I was con-., 

fyxmiipXt ii^^^y.ijBjcejijfef n^ againft the entcrtpinei?- 
oj it3rj%d,dgtBiwii|icd. me oeyer to, fee or hold any^ 
cQCfimu^iq^tipo with a ma% who ajdded .calumny io 
tbe irre^able injuries he had, done me ; an<| that. 
Wf^\^'^ dypid paying what i^n juftice and equi^ 

\m was oWigated to do.. 

i 

' P^ipit ]^ b^e to add to v^t I bay^ 4^(^47. ^4 
on this fubje<9^ that I cannot help thinking, our la^s^ 
Zjtt^vfSDf^ deficient^ in nc^t makii^g a Pf9^fe ;^ valid 
f^ a l^d,<i«-^^& tp m jfel^ I e^eem i^ iQupIf, nipre., 
kwjiflfr; la, the fjpfm^ \ cgpfe^r my«f as 

obliged 
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obliged to the perfon who accepts it, for placing a 
confidence in my honour. The fenfe of the obliga- 
tion dwells upon' my mind, and ftimulates, me to the 
performance of it. As iii love or friendfliip'we are 
obliged to the perfpns who thmk us worthy'of their 
attention; fo in a promife, I am* doubly indebted to 
thofe who' givk me credft for the fulfUlihg it. . 

Upon my arrival at BriHol, Ireceived a letter from 
'Mr. Moffopj with very advantageous ofFprs. In my 
anfwer I informed him of W promife to Mr. ffood'^ 
ward^^ which obliged rhe to give him the preference. 
And fooh after r wr6te' to "Meflrs. TVoodftvard and 
Barry ^ to let them know that my terms yrouldbe a 
thoufand' guineas for the feafon, and two benefits. 
But receiving «^ anfwer from'thern, I accepted of 
Mr. MoJJop*s pro'pofal, upon the fame terms. That 
gentlemdh brought the agreement down to nie, and 
the -honourable Mr. Beresfordvfis his furety. 

When Mr. JfeTb^/f returned tb'Lohddri, he thought 
liiiif^lffo happy in the acquifition be Tiad made t^ 
his company, that he mentioned it every where. The 
news fodn reachq;jl Mr. Calcraft. 'Alarmed at it, 
-he Wi'ote to Lord Tyrdwley^ who" was then at* Bath," 
requefting that he tvould come over to Briftdr to me, 
'and Endeavour to prevail Upon me to return to him. 
' He, at the fame time, offered me, by his' Lorffliip, 
a charte blanche. My good friend, ^in^ and Gene- 
j:al iti>neywood^ attended his Lordlhip in this vifit. 

My 
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My Lord made ufe of every argument in his 
power) to influence me to accept of Mr. Calcrafi's 
ppofobls. And my fecond fether united his in* 
fluence, which was not in the leaft abated, with that 
of his hordttnp ; but I was inflexible. 1 had not an 
opportuni^ of acquainting Lord Tyrawky with the 
real cauie of this apparent obflinacyi ; ^^^ ^ ^^^ 
penalty of my engagement with Moffip was in the 
fam of two thoufand pounds, I knew it was icarcely to 
be expeSed, that a man, who, inftigated by ava- 
rice, had repe aH t tBy broken the moft folemn 
promifes, would engage to pay fuch an additional 
fum. 

But had he confented to make over to me the 
whole of his fortune, tinlefs induced by my afFec- 
tion for my children, I would not have accepted of 
k« . For though paffion was but a bad excufe for the 
unpardonable deceptions he made ufe of to get pof- 
feffion of me, yet it was feme excufa* Whereas no 
jpalliation could be urged for his meannefs, and re- 
peated breaches of faith, in not exonerating me 
from my debts. This had fo deeply rooted my con- 
tempt for him, that whatever offers he could make, 
deferved, and received a reje£Uon. 

Befpre Lord Tyrawky and his conpanions left me, 
Mr« ^in laid me a wager of one hundred guineas, 
that I fhould not go to Ireland. Which, on his 

loofing 
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»fing the wager, he afterwards fent me, without my 
oinding him of it i but what was of much greater 
ue to me than the money ; he accompanied it with 
letter^ containing aflurances of his unalterable 
mdihjpu And, indeed, it only ended with his 
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MINERVA ROOMS, 

CORK. ' _-^ 


Cittulating Itibrairp 

BEADING BOOM, 
Open from Elefes a. m. vnlil Tsrt. p. m. 

Commcnciag I>t Janoary, One Pound, Sit Shillings, 

Ad Injary doDC lo an; of the Boohi In be made good 
by ihe Snhscriber lo whom i( ttandi chBrged. 

Ihe p^nalt; of forfeiting thrir Subscription 

Uooks, ..or the Imbm f.mrd dawn. 

belonsine to this colleclioo. 

dantct to be pneidjen in ^c Beanins Hoom, 
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